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ANNEX 11 

 
ROADMAP FOR DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE IMO STRATEGY ON  

REDUCTION OF GHG EMISSIONS FROM SHIPS  
 

 
In order to build upon, and bring together, the various streams of activity that have already 
been taking place in IMO in relation to the reduction of GHG emissions from international 
shipping, including the technical and operational measures (EEDI and SEEMP) in force 
since 2013, the adoption of the data collection system at MEPC 70 and various technical 
cooperation activities and major projects, the MEPC approved the Roadmap for developing a 
comprehensive IMO strategy on reduction of GHG emissions from ships, set out below. 
 

October 2016 
(MEPC 70) 

- Adoption of Data Collection System (DCS) 
- Voluntary data collection and submission begins 
- Approval of Roadmap 

Week before 
MEPC 71 

- Intersessional meeting to start discussions on a comprehensive IMO 
strategy on reduction of GHG emissions from ships, taking into account 
inputs such as: (1) Third IMO GHG Study; (2) submissions on the 
elements below and on existing activities related to GHG emissions 
reductions by States and stakeholders; and (3) a technical paper by the 
Secretariat compiling a list of existing IMO activity related to reducing 
GHG emissions in the shipping sector. The discussions should include 
but not be limited to the elements below: 

• Levels of ambition and guiding principles for the strategy; 

• Emissions scenarios;  

• Assessment of the projected future demand for shipping; 

• Parameters/indicators on energy efficiency of ships (current status 
and long-term potential); 

• Emission reduction opportunities (near-, mid- and long-term 
actions), including alternative fuels; 

• Costs and benefits; 

• Capacity building and technical cooperation; 

• Barriers to emissions reductions and how to overcome them; 

• Priority areas for R&D, including in relation to technology; 

• Impact of EEDI; 

• Impacts on States, taking into account the HLAP (resolution 
A.1098(29)); and 

• Impacts of other regulations on GHG emissions 

May 2017 
(MEPC 71) 

- Discussion continues1 

September 2017 - Intersessional meeting 

Week before 
MEPC 72 

- Intersessional meeting 

Spring 2018 
(MEPC 72) 

- Adoption of initial IMO Strategy2, including, inter alia, a list of 
candidate short-, mid- and long term further measures with possible 
timelines, to be revised as appropriate as additional information 
becomes available 

January 2019 - Start of Phase 1: Data collection (Ships to collect data) 

                                                
1  Modality of further intersessional work after MEPC 71 to be considered based on written submissions. 
2  Initial IMO Strategy is subject to revision based on DCS data during 2019-2021 and does not prejudge any 

specific further measures that may be implemented in phase 3 of the 3-step approach. 
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Spring 2019 
(MEPC 74) 

- Discussion continues 
- Initiation of Fourth IMO GHG Study using data from 2012-2018 

Summer 2020 - Data for 2019 to be reported to IMO 

Autumn 2020 
(MEPC 76) 

- Start of Phase 2: data analysis (no later than autumn 2020) 
- Discussion continues 
- Publication of Fourth IMO GHG Study for consideration by 
MEPC 763 

Spring 2021 
(MEPC 77) 

- Initiation of work for adjustments on Initial IMO Strategy, based on 
DCS data 
- Secretariat report summarizing the 2019 data pursuant to 
regulation 22A.10 

Summer 2021 - Data for 2020 to be reported to IMO 

Spring 2022 
(MEPC 78) 
 

- Phase 3: Decision step 
- Discussion continues 
- Secretariat report summarizing the 2020 data pursuant to 
regulation 22A.10 

Summer 2022 - Data for 2021 to be reported to IMO 

Spring 2023 
(MEPC 80) 

- Adoption of Revised IMO Strategy, including short-, mid- and long-
term further measure(s), as required, with implementation schedules 
- Secretariat report summarizing the 2021 data pursuant to 
regulation 22A.10 

 
 

*** 

                                                
3  Every five (5) years, to publish updated IMO GHG study, as to be decided by the Committee, and to review 

Strategy (including further measures). 


