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Circular Letter No.4237
25 March 2020

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: Communications from the Governments of:
[ The Republic of the Philippines;
ii The Russian Federation; and
iii The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

The Embassies of the Republic of the Philippines, the Russian Federation and the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka have sent the attached communications, dated 21 March, 24 March
and 22 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they are circulated by the Organization.
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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

21 March 2020

HIS EXCELLENCY KITACK LIM
Secretary-General

International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment

London SE1 7SR

United Kingdom

Subject: Extension of validity of STCW certificates of Filipino seafarers
currently onboard seagoing ships amid challenges caused by
COVID-19

Your Excellency:

The Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) of the Republic of the Philippines intends to
convey the following information to member States of the International Maritime
Organization (IMQO), Port State control authorities, and other parties concerned:

1. The MARINA takes cognizance of the serious impact of the spread of Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) to the international shipping community and the whole
world, prompting nations to take decisive actions to arrest the spread of the virus and
mitigate its impact to human lives.

2. Such actions resulted in the imposition of travel bans, closure of ports and denied
entry of ships as well as transit and transfer of seafarers for the purpose of
disembarkation, repatriation, joining the ship and crew substitution. Corollary,
Maritime Administrations like the MARINA are facing serious challenge in the
facilitation and continuance of activities pertaining to seafarers’ education and
training, certification including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation of
certificates in accordance with the International Convention on Standards of
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Convention), 1978,
as amended.

3. In view of the foregoing, and taking a pragmatic and practical approach in response
to the aforesaid challenges confronting Maritime Administrations and the affected
seafarers, ships and companies, the MARINA has decided to declare automatic
extension of the validity of STCW certificates it had issued to Filipino seafarers,
which are due for revalidation and have expired or about to expire during the period
13 March 2020 to 13 April 2020, for two (2) months from the date of expiry of the
certificate concerned.

MARINA Building Tel. Nos: (632) 523-9078 / 526-0971
20th Street corner Bonifacio Drive Fax No: (632) 524-2895
1018 Port Area (South), Manila Website: www.marina.gov.ph



4. All ships and companies concerned are hereby advised to coordinate and make
necessary arrangement with their respective Flag Administration for the extension of
validity of the corresponding endorsement attesting recognition of the Filipino
seafarers’ STCW certificate or for the issuance of equivalent declaration of

extension, as herein stated.

5. Companies should direct Master of their ships to advise Filipino seafarers onboard,
holding STCW certfificate mentioned in paragraph 3, to present the copy of this
comunication to Port State control authorities and all other ship inspectors/auditors as
evidence of validity of their STCW certificates

6. Port State control authorities and all other ship inspectors/auditors should accept the
copy of this communication disseminated by the IMO Secretary-General as evidence
of extension of validity of the Filipino seafarers’ STCW certificates mentioned in item
number 3 above.

In this regard, this Maritime Administration respectfully requests His Excellency’s kind
assistance to bring the contents of this communication to the attention of all concemed,
especially the IMO member States and Port State Control authorities.

Accept, Your Excellency, our assurance that the Republic of the Philippines through the
MARINA is with you and the IMO in "our voyage together” in these unusual times.

With our highest esteem and warmest regards.

Very truly yours,

DM ROBERT A EMPEDRAD AFP (Ret)
Administrator
Maritime Industry Authority
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MISSION OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
TO THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME
ORGANIZATION
(UNITED NATIONS)

Address: 37 Harrington Gardens,
London SW7 4JU

Telephone : +44 (0) 20 7 370 67 68 / 64
Fax : +44 (0) 20 7 370 02 25

E-mail postpred@mintrans.ru

IIPEJICTABUTEJIBCTBO
POCCUMCKOM ®EJEPALIUA
TP MEKXIYHAPOJHOM MOPCKOM

OPTAHM3ALIMA

(OOH)
Anpec: 37 XappunrtoH I'apaenc,
Jlongon SW7 4JU

Tenedon : +44 (0) 20 7 370 67 68 / 64
®akc : +44 (0) 20 7 370 02 25

JJ1.moyYTa postpred@mintrans.ru

Ref. No. 003/094
24 March 2020

H.E. Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General

International Maritime Organization

4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 7SR

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to convey to You the communication from the Ministry of

Transport of the Russian Federation regarding the urgent measures taken due to the

pandemic outbreak of coronavirus COVID-19.

I would be grateful for the circulation of the attached communication to all

IMO Members, intergovernmental

organizations in consultative status.

Enclosure: 4 pages

Sincerely yours,

Yury Melenas

Permanent Representative

organizations and non-governmental



MHHHUCTEPCTBO TPAHCIIOPTA ITo cnmeky pacebutku
POCCHMCKON OETEPATIAA
(MHHTPAHC POCCHH)
3AMECTHTEJIb MAHHCTPA
Poxciectachka yu., 1.1, ¢ip.1, Mocksa, 109012

Ten.: (499) 495-00-00, dbakc: (499) 495-00-10
E-mail: info@mintrans.ru, http:/’www.mintrans.ru
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Ha Ne OT

OO0 9KCTPEHHEIX MEPaX, IPUHATHIX B CBA3H
C MaH/IeMHeH KOPOHaBHUPYCHON HHDEKIHK
COVID-19

HWndopmanuonnoe nucemo

B cBiasu ¢ obwaBnerneM BcemupHoit opranmsamumeii 3apasooxpadenus (BO3)
nafemun  xoponasupyca COVID-19, cnoxksoli SHuaeMUOIOrHYecKol cHUTyamuei
B PasiMYHBIX PErMOHaX MHpa, B LENSX 3aUlHTHI 3[10POBLS YWIEHOB JKHNaXeH CyIoB W
paboTHUKOB MOpDCKOH oTpaciu, obecnedenus GecrepeboiiHOM paGoTHI  CyIoB
nox locynapcreennbiM duiarom Poccuiickoit Denepaumu  HacTOSIIUM Mopckas
afgMuEMCTpauua Poccuiickod @enepauun (mamee — AAMMHMCTDALMSA) YCTAHABIHBACT
CICaYIOMHE MEPEL B CITyHae, eCNH CPOK AEHCTEUS CyJOBBIX KOHBEHIIHOHHBIX JOKYMEHTOB,
AOKYMEHTOB “ICHOB SKHMIIakeH CyJO0B M TPYJAOBBIX JOTOBOPOB WIEHOB SKMIaXel CynoB
Herek uiaM ucrekaet 1o 20 mons 2020 r.

JlaHHbie Mepbl IPUMEHRSIOTCS UCKIIOUHTENHHO IS CIIyYaes dopc-maxkopa, xoraa
HEBOSMOXHO WIIM 3aTPY/[HEHO [POBEJCHHE OCBUETENLCTBOBAHUI WM NPOBEPOK CYAHA
B MOPTY, OCYINECTBICHUE CMCHBI WICHOB 3KMIaXa, BBUIY HAXOKICHUS CyAHA B HOPTY
rocynapcTsa, re B CBA3M ¢ HEONaronmpusTHOH SNHIAEMUONOTHYECKOH 06CTaHOBKOI,
obycinosnennot COVID-19, uMeroTcs orpaHMueHHs M0 CXO4y Ha Geper, mnocaake
Ha CYJHO, NePEeMEIEHHUIO 110 TEPPHTOPHH TOCYIapCTBa,

Kpanndnkaunonnsie 10KyMeHTHI 4IeHOB SKHNAKeH

B ciayyae HEBO3MOXHOCTH, B CBS3H C OrpPaHMYEHMSIMH, OGYCIOBICHHBIMH
COVID-19, npoanute B yCTAaHOBICHHOM MOpsike mNpodeccHoHanbHbe IHIIOMBI,
BHIIAHHBIC AJIMHHHCTpAalMel, a Takke NOATBEPKIEHHS O TNPHIHAHUE JUIUIOMOB,
BBIJAHHBIX ~ WHOCTPAHHBIM  FOCYJApCTBOM,  KBAIM(HMKALMOHHBIE  CBHAETENHCTBA,
MOATBEPXKACHUA K [OUIIoMam s paboTel Ha TaHKepax (He()TAHBIX, rasoBo3ax,
XHMOBO3aX), CBHJETENCTBA O KBaIM(QUKALMKM CYNOBEIX TIOBAPOB H  WHBIE
KBaTH(HKAIMOHHEIE JOKYMEHTHI, TpeOyeMble B COOTBeTCTBHM ¢ MexayHaponHOH
KOHBEHLMEH O MOArOTOBKE M QMILIOMUPOBAHHHM MOpPSKOB M HeCeHMH BaxTel 1978 roaa
¢ nonpaskamu (ITIHB), cpox neficTBus TakMxX NOKYMEHTOB TNpO/JEBAETCA HA CPOK
1o Tpex (3) mecarnes.



MeanuunckHe CBHIETELCTBA

B cnyuae, ecnn Cpok ueHCTBUS MEIHMIMHCKOTO CBHIETENLCTBA MOPAKA MCTEKAET W
OTCYTCTBYeT BO3MOXHOCTE B CBS3M C OrpaHM4YeHuAMH, oOycnosnennsMu COVID-19,
OpOBECTH MEOUIMHCKOE OCBHAETENIBCTBOBAHHE U BO30OHOBHTE JEHCTBUE CBHIIETENBCTBA
B MIOPTY 3aX0fa CyIBa, ME/IMIMHCKHE CBUAETENBCTBA NPOIERAKOTCS HA CPOK A0 Tpex (3)
MECALEB € JaThl MCTEYEHHs, B COOTBETCTBHH ¢ mpapuinoM |.2 Kousenuum o tpyne
B MOpPCKOM cypoxoactee 2006 roja ¢ nonpaskamu (KTMC-2006).

TIpononxurenbHocTs paboTsl Ha cynax

B Tex ciyuasx, Korja cMeHa SKHNaxa He MOXeT OBITh OCYUIECTBIEHA B Hpereiax
YCTaHOBICHHOH MaKCHMAlbHOH MPOJOIKHTENBHOCTH pPaGoThl YIEHOB 3KHMIaka cyjHa
B CBA3M C OrpaHHYeHHsAMH, obyciaosnennbivu COVID-19, nponomkurensaocts paboTs,
KaK 3TO OMpEe/]eHO B TPYAOBOM JOTOBOpPE, MOKET OBITH NpojsieHa Ha cpok 1o Tpex (3)
MeECHIIEB, mpH YCIOBHH coriiacHsa qQieHa SKHIIaxKa H obecnieueHus lipaBa
Ha OIJIAYHBAEMBIH OTNYCK W Ha HaJIeKalyld penarpualHio B COOTBETCTBHH
¢ Tpebosanmsivu [pasun 2.4 u 2.5 KTMC-2006.

Konpenuunonuspie CYI0BBIE HOKYMEHTHI, NepHOINYeCKHE
OCBH/IETE/ILCTBOBAHNS H NPOBEPKH

B cnyyae HeBO3MOKHOCTH NMPOBECTH OCBHIIETELCTBOBAHME WM [POBEPKY CYHHA
B CBA3M C orpaHuyeHusmH, obycmosneHusiMa COVID-19, cynosnajzensnam cynoB
mon TocynapereenubiM  duarom Poccuiickolt @epepanmu  creayer obpamaTees
B MPU3HAHHBIE OPraHM3allAM, KOTOPLIE YNONHOMOYEHB! B KAXKIAOM KOHKPETHOM ciydyae,
0e3 JIONOMHUTENLHOIO COIJIACOBAHMS C AJMUHMCTpALMEH, NPOJIEBaTs CPOK HeHcTBHS
KOHBCHILIMOHHBIX CBHIETENBCTB, CPOK MPOBEJACHHS TUIAHOBBIX OCBHACTEILCTBOBAHHUM M
MPOBEPOK HA CPOK 1o Tpex (3) Mecsaies.

/
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Unofficial translation

As per the distribution list

Ministry of Transport
of the Russian Federation
Deputy Minister of Transport

Date: 23.03.2020 Ref. FOI1-/15-25/4825

Urgent measures taken due
to the pandemic outbreak of
coronavirus COVID-19

Information letter

As the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as
pandemic, due to the difficult epidemiologic situation in various regions of the world, in
order to protect the health of seafarers and employees of the maritime sector, to ensure the
uninterrupted operation of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian Federation, the
Maritime Administration of the Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as the
Administration) hereby imposes the following measures for cases if the validity of
statutory certificates, certificates of seafarers and seafarers employment agreements has
expired or is due to expire before 20 June 2020.

The present measures are to be applied only for cases of force-majeure, when it is
impossible or difficult to carry out surveys or inspections of the ship in port, change the
crew, due to the ship being called at port of a State where limitations to leave or embark
the ship or travel in the territory of that State are in place due to unfavourable
epidemiologic situation resulted from COVID-19.

Seafarers Certificates

In case if it is not possible, due to limitations related to COVID-19, to extend in due
course the Certificates of Competence issued by the Administration as well as the
endorsements in recognition of certificates issued by other Governments, Certificates of
Proficiency, tanker endorsements (oil tankers, liquefied gas tankers, chemical tankers),
certificates for ship’s cooks or other documents issued in accordance with the
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW), the validity of such documents is extended for up
to three (3) months.

Medical certificates

In case if the validity of medical certificate is due to expire, and there is no
possibility to carry out medical examination and renew the certificate in the port of call
due to limitations related to COVID-19, the validity of medical certificate is extended for
up to three (3) months from the expiry date of the certificate, in conformity with the
Regulation 1.2 of the Maritime Labour Convention as amended (MLC 2006).



Duration of employment on board

In case if ship’s crew cannot be changed within the maximum determined duration
of employment of seafarers on board, due to limitations related to COVID-19, the duration
of employment as determined in the seafarer’s employment agreement may be extended
up to three (3) months, on the condition of seafarer’s consent and provided that the
seafarer’s rights for leave and appropriate repatriation have been observed, as per the
requirements of Regulation 2.4 and 2.5 of the MLC 2006.

Statutory ship certificates, periodic surveys and inspections

In case if it is not possible to carry out survey or inspection of a ship due to
limitations related to COVID-19, shipowners of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian
Federation should apply to the recognized organizations which are authorized, in each
particular case, without additional approval by the Administration, to extend the validity
of statutory certificates, terms of scheduled surveys and inspections, for to up to three (3)
months.

Y.A. Tsvetkov
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Mr. Kitack Lim

Secretary General

International Maritime Organisation
Dear Secretary General,

Re: General information on the practices adopted by the Government of Sri Lanka due to
COVID-19 pandemic

In relation to the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictive measures adopted worldwide and
considering the challenges faced by the shipping industry, the Merchant Shipping Secretariat
as the Maritime Administration of Sri Lanka has adopted attached measures which | hereby
request to communicate with all member states of IMO.

| appreciate your valuable attention and efforts in advance.

Yours sincerely,

. Seneviratne

Director General of Merchant Shipping

comdm  )+94-(0) 112435127 &e8 One, PHOE enboiBde, 43-89, exisd B8x, emic® 01, § oo g"ﬁsfu +04.10) 112430277
gﬁms\,@u&}gﬂo) 112430305 : 1 oug) wmg, Ofbied stgiik, 4389, Guind eid, GETIPLY-0l, Bk, —F”'*" -0)
Telephone | +94-(0) 112441429 ' 1st Floor, Bristol Building, 43-89, York Street, Colombo 01, Sri Lanka =

E-mail : dmsmos@sitnet.lk
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
MERCHANT SHIPPING SECRETARIAT

MINISTRY OF PORTS AND SHIPPING
15 Floor, Bristol Building, 43-89, York Street, Colombo 01, Sri Lanka.
Telephone: +94(0)112435127, Fax: +94(0)112435160, E-mail: dmsmos@sltnet.lk

MSN 02/2020

22nd March 2020

Notice to: Port State Control Authorities
Sri Lankan Ship-Owners, Operators and Masters of Sri Lankan Flagged Ships
Seafarer Recruitment and Placement Service Providers
Recognized Organizations

Guidance relating to the ships’ statutory certificates, certification of seafarers and
contract of employment of Seafarers - Extraordinary measures resulting COVID-19

pandemic

1. Purpose

The actions taken by Governments worldwide as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak pose a serious challenge to the
shipping industry. Such actions have directly affected;

(1) all matters related to ships surveys, inspections, certifications and/or renewal of statutory
certificates;

(2) the continued training of seafarers, revalidate certificates, including medical certificates, and
issuance of endorsements attesting recognition of certificates in accordance with the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for seafarers (STCW
Convention), 1978, as amended; and

(3) service period of Sri Lankan seafarers.

In light of the foregoing, the Merchant Shipping Secretariat has taken following pragmatic and practical
approach with regard to statutory certificates of Sri Lankan flagged ships issued by approved recognized
organizations on behalf of this administration, and the Sri Lankan seafarers’ certificates and contracts of

employment which will be expired before 30" April 2020.


mailto:dmsmos@sltnet.lk

2. Adopted Measures

1) Statutory certificates which will be expired before 30" April 2020 will be granted a general
extension till 31% May 2020. Owners or operators of Sri Lankan ships are not required to apply for the

extension.

(2 Certificates of Competency (CoC), Certificates of Proficiency (CoP), Certificates of Recognition
(CoR) and Sri Lankan Medical certificates which will be expired before 30" April 2020 will be granted a

general extension till June 2020. Seafarers are not required to apply for the extension.

3) Seafarers’ service period on board ships may be extended provided that such extension agreed by
the seafarer voluntary in writing and such extension should also be set out properly in the contract of

employment. All extensions shall be communicated to this administration within two weeks of sigining.

Issued on 22" March 2020

Director General of Merchant Shipping
Merchant Shipping Secretariat

Ministry of Ports and Shipping

Tel  :+94-11-2435127 / +94-11-2430305
Fax  :+94-11-2435160

E-mail : dmsmos@sltnet.lk

Web : www.dgshipping.gov.lk
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