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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 

LONDON SE1 7SR 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

 

 
 Circular Letter No.4237 
 25 March 2020 
  

 
To: All IMO Members 

Intergovernmental organizations 
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 
 

 
Subject: Communications from the Governments of: 

i  The Republic of the Philippines; 
ii The Russian Federation; and 
iii The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

 
 
The Embassies of the Republic of the Philippines, the Russian Federation and the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka have sent the attached communications, dated 21 March, 24 March 
and 22 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they are circulated by the Organization.   
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Ref. No. 0031094
24 March 2020

H.E. Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization
4 AlbertEmbankment
London SEl 7SR

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to convey to You the

Transport of the Russian Federation regarding

pandemic outbreak of coronavirus COVID-l9.

communication from the Ministry of

the urgent measures taken due to the

I would be grateful for the circulation of the attached communication to all

IMO Members, intergovemmental organizations and non-govemmental

or ganizations in consultative status.

Enclosure: 4 pages

Sincerely yours,

Yurv Melenas

Permanent Repre sentative







  

Unofficial translation 

 

 

As per the distribution list  

Ministry of Transport 

of the Russian Federation 

Deputy Minister of Transport 
 

Date: 23.03.2020   Ref. ЮЦ-Д5-25/4825 

  
Urgent measures taken due  

to the pandemic outbreak of  

coronavirus COVID-19 
 

 

Information letter 

 

As the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as 

pandemic, due to the difficult epidemiologic situation in various regions of the world, in 

order to protect the health of seafarers and employees of the maritime sector, to ensure the 

uninterrupted operation of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian Federation, the 

Maritime Administration of the Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as the 

Administration) hereby imposes the following measures for cases if the validity of 

statutory certificates, certificates of seafarers and seafarers employment agreements has 

expired or is due to expire before 20 June 2020. 

The present measures are to be applied only for cases of force-majeure, when it is 

impossible or difficult to carry out surveys or inspections of the ship in port, change the 

crew, due to the ship being called at port of a State where limitations to leave or embark 

the ship or travel in the territory of that State are in place due to unfavourable 

epidemiologic situation resulted from COVID-19.  

 

Seafarers Certificates 

In case if it is not possible, due to limitations related to COVID-19, to extend in due 

course the Certificates of Competence issued by the Administration as well as the 

endorsements in recognition of certificates issued by other Governments, Certificates of 

Proficiency, tanker endorsements (oil tankers, liquefied gas tankers, chemical tankers), 

сertificates for ship’s cooks or other documents issued in accordance with the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW), the validity of such documents is extended for up 

to three (3) months. 

 

Medical certificates  

In case if the validity of medical certificate is due to expire, and there is no 

possibility to carry out medical examination and renew the certificate in the port of call 

due to limitations related to COVID-19, the validity of medical certificate is extended for 

up to three (3) months from the expiry date of the certificate, in conformity with the 

Regulation 1.2 of the Maritime Labour Convention as amended (MLC 2006). 
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Duration of employment on board  

In case if ship’s crew cannot be changed within the maximum determined duration 

of employment of seafarers on board, due to limitations related to COVID-19, the duration 

of employment as determined in the seafarer’s employment agreement may be extended 

up to three (3) months, on the condition of seafarer’s consent and provided that the 

seafarer’s rights for leave and appropriate repatriation have been observed, as per the 

requirements of Regulation 2.4 and 2.5 of the MLC 2006. 

 

Statutory ship certificates, periodic surveys and inspections  

In case if it is not possible to carry out survey or inspection of a ship due to 

limitations related to COVID-19, shipowners of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian 

Federation should apply to the recognized organizations which are authorized, in each 

particular case, without additional approval by the Administration, to extend the validity 

of statutory certificates, terms of scheduled surveys and inspections, for to up to three (3) 

months.  

 

 

 

        Y.A. Tsvetkov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Secretary General,



1 

 

 

 

                  DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA 

                               MERCHANT SHIPPING SECRETARIAT 

                               MINISTRY OF PORTS AND SHIPPING 

                 1st Floor, Bristol Building, 43-89, York Street, Colombo 01, Sri Lanka.         

                  Telephone: +94(0)112435127, Fax: +94(0)112435160, E-mail: dmsmos@sltnet.lk 

 

MSN 02/2020 

 22nd March 2020 

Notice to:  Port State Control Authorities 

                   Sri Lankan Ship-Owners, Operators and Masters of Sri Lankan Flagged Ships 

                   Seafarer Recruitment and Placement Service Providers  

                   Recognized Organizations 

  

Guidance relating to the ships’ statutory certificates, certification of seafarers and 

contract of employment of Seafarers - Extraordinary measures resulting COVID-19 

pandemic 

 

 

1. Purpose  

 

 
The actions taken by Governments worldwide as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak pose a serious challenge to the 

shipping industry.  Such actions have directly affected; 

(1) all matters related to ships surveys, inspections, certifications and/or renewal of statutory 

certificates; 

(2) the continued training of seafarers, revalidate certificates, including medical certificates, and 

issuance of endorsements attesting recognition of certificates in accordance with the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for seafarers (STCW 

Convention), 1978, as amended; and  

(3) service period of Sri Lankan seafarers. 

 

In light of the foregoing, the Merchant Shipping Secretariat has taken following pragmatic and practical 

approach with regard to statutory certificates of Sri Lankan flagged ships issued by approved recognized 

organizations on behalf of this administration, and the Sri Lankan seafarers’ certificates and contracts of 

employment which will be expired before 30
th

 April 2020. 

mailto:dmsmos@sltnet.lk
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2. Adopted Measures 

 

(1) Statutory certificates which will be expired before 30
th

 April 2020 will be granted a general 

extension till 31
st
 May 2020. Owners or operators of Sri Lankan ships are not required to apply for the 

extension. 

 

(2) Certificates of Competency (CoC), Certificates of Proficiency (CoP), Certificates of Recognition 

(CoR) and Sri Lankan Medical certificates which will be expired before 30
th

 April 2020 will be granted a 

general extension till June 2020. Seafarers are not required to apply for the extension. 

 

(3) Seafarers’ service period on board ships may be extended provided that such extension agreed by 

the seafarer voluntary in writing and such extension should also be set out properly in the contract of 

employment. All extensions shall be communicated to this administration within two weeks of sigining. 

 

 

 

 

. 
 

Issued on 22
nd

 March 2020 

 

Director General of Merchant Shipping 

Merchant Shipping Secretariat 

Ministry of Ports and Shipping 

Tel       : +94-11-2435127 / +94-11-2430305 

Fax      : +94-11-2435160 

E-mail : dmsmos@sltnet.lk 

Web     : www.dgshipping.gov.lk 
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