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RESOLUTION MSC.6(48) 
adopted on 1 7 June 1983 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT 

SEA, 1974 

THE MAkITIME SAFETY COMMiTTEE) 

NotING article Vln (b) bf the In terna tional Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974) herea ft er re ferred to as " the Convention ", concerning the 
procedure for amending the Annex to the Convention, other than the provisions 
of chapter I thereof, 

NotING FURTHER the fun ctions which the Convention confers upon the 
Maritime Safety Committee for the consideration and adoption of amendments to 
the Cbttver1 HOrl, 

HAVi NG cONsrbERED at its forty ,eighth session amendments to the 
ConvetltIdn titoposed and circula ted in accordance with ar ticle VIII (b )(0 the reof, 

1 ADOPTS in accordance with article VIII (b )(iv) of the Convention amend­
ments to that:1te!ts II· t. rt·1 , fIri rv arid VII of the Convention, the texts of which 
are given iti the Annex to the presertt rcsoiution; 

2 DE.tERMINES In accordance with article VIII (b) (vi)(2)(bb) of the Conven­
tion that the atn~t1tihmhts to chap ters 11-1, II -2, tri, IV and VII shall be deemed to 
have tieeh accep ted dn 1 JahtJaty 19S6 IJnless pribr to this date more than one 
third of Contractlhg GoverNments tb the Convention or Contractirtg Governments 
the cdmbit1ed metchrtrtt fleets of whIch cor1stHute nbt less than 50% of the gross 
tonnage df the world's rt1etchant fleet, have notified their objections to lhe 
amendhlertis; 

3 INvitES Con tracting Gbvernmeh ts to note that in accordance with 
article Vlii(b )(vii)(2) of the Convention the amehdrriehts to chapters 11-], fI-2, 
III, IV and VII shali enter into force on 1 July 1986 upon their acceptance in 
accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4 KDQUESTS the Secretary-General in conformity wi th article VI Il(b)(v) of 
the Convention to transmit certified copies of che present resolution and the texts 
of the amendments contained in the Annex to all Contracting Gove rnments to the 
lnternational Convention for the Safety of Li fe at Sea , i 9;4; 

5 FURTHER REQUESTS the Secrelary-General to transmit copies of the 
resolution and its Annex to Members or the Organization which are not Contracting 
Governmen ts to the Convention. 
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1. At its for ty -eighth session held in June] 983, the Maritime Safely 
Committee adopted amendments to the Internat ional Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS). Thirty-three Contracting 
Governments to the Convention were present at the session and all the 
texts of the amendments were adopted in accordance with the 
procedure specified in Article VIII(b) (iv). 

2. The amendments adopted at the session consist of complete 
replacement texts of Chapters III and VII and amendments to 
Chapters II-I, II-2 and IV. 

3. The decimal numbering system has been used in Chapters II·l ~ II-2, 
III and VII. Metric and Imperial units have been replaced with those of 
the Systeme International (SI Units)) except where conven tionaHy 
accepted nauticaJ units were considered more appropriate. 

4. Cross references are given in a concise form, e.g. Regulation II-2/1 0.4 
meaning paragraph 4 of Regulation 10 of Chapter JI -2. 

5. Footnotes given throughout the Convention) as well as amend­
ments thereto, refer to the relevant recommendations annexed to the 
Convention and other internationally accepted standards. The Maritime 
Safety Committee has emphasized that these footnotes do not form 
part of the Conven tion and are only inserted for ease of reference. The 
footnotes are to be altered to reflect any changes which may be made 
to the resolutions, recommendations or documents on which they are 
based. References to draft resolutions to be considered by the 
Assembly at its thirteenth regular session are to be repl aced by the 
definitive numbers of the resolutions as adopted by the Assembly. 
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