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ANNEX 13 
 

RESOLUTION MSC.346(91) 
(adopted on 30 November 2012) 

 
APPLICATION OF SOLAS REGULATION III/17-1 TO SHIPS TO WHICH 

SOLAS CHAPTER III DOES NOT APPLY 
 
 
THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 
 
NOTING that, at its ninety-first session, it adopted, by resolution MSC.338(91), amendments 
to chapter III of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974 
(hereinafter referred to as "the Convention"), in the form of new regulation III/17-1, requiring 
all ships engaged on international voyages to have plans and procedures for the recovery of 
persons from the water, 
 
NOTING ALSO that, in emergency situations of distress, ships responding to a distress call 
involving recovery of persons from the water may not necessarily be engaged on 
international voyages and may be those to which chapter III of the Convention does not 
apply, 
 
1. AGREES that it is beneficial that, in an emergency situation where operations for the 
recovery of persons from the water are required, ships to which chapter III of the Convention 
does not apply nevertheless have plans and procedures for the recovery of persons from the 
water; 
 
2. INVITES SOLAS Contracting Governments to determine to what extent the 
requirements of regulation III/17-1 of the Convention should apply to the following categories 
of ships: 
 

.1 cargo ships of a gross tonnage below 500 engaged on any voyage; 
 

.2 cargo ships of a gross tonnage of 500 and above not engaged on 
international voyages; 

 
.3 passenger ships not engaged on international voyages; 

 
.4 fishing vessels; 

 
.5 high-speed craft under the 1994 and 2000 HSC Codes; 

 
.6 dynamically supported craft under the DSC Code; 

 
.7 special purpose ships under the SPS Code and the 2008 SPS Code; and 

 
.8 mobile offshore drilling units under the 1979, 1989 and 2009 MODU Codes. 
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ANNEX 14 
 

DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO SOLAS CHAPTER III 
 
 

CHAPTER III 
LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES AND ARRANGEMENTS 

 
Part B 

Requirements for ships and life-saving appliances 
 
 
Regulation 19 – Emergency training and drills 
 
Existing paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3 are amended to read as follows: 
 

"2.2 On a ship engaged on a voyage where passengers are scheduled to be 
on board for more than 24 h, musters of newly-embarked passengers shall take 
place prior to or immediately upon departure.  Passengers shall be instructed in the 
use of the lifejackets and the action to take in an emergency. 
 
2.3  Whenever new passengers embark, a passenger safety briefing shall be 
given immediately before departure, or immediately after departure. The briefing 
shall include the instructions required by regulations 8.2 and 8.4, and shall be made 
by means of an announcement, in one or more languages likely to be understood by 
the passengers.  The announcement shall be made on the ship's public address 
system, or by other equivalent means likely to be heard at least by the passengers 
who have not yet heard it during the voyage.  The briefing may be included in the 
muster required by paragraph 2.2. Information cards or posters or video 
programmes displayed on ships video displays may be used to supplement the 
briefing, but may not be used to replace the announcement." 
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