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RESOLUTION MSC.2l(59) 

(adopted on 22 May 1991) 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND 

WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS, 1978 

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 2B(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime 
Organization concerning the functions of the Committee, 

RECALLING FURTHER article XII(i)(a)(vii) of the International Convention 
on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Convention>!, concerning the procedures for 
amending the Annex to the Convention, 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its fifty-ninth session, amendments to the 
Convention proposed and circulated in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(i) 
thereof, 

1. ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(iv) of the Convention, 
amendments to the Convention, the texts of which are set out in the Annex to 
the present resolution; 

2 . DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the 
Convention, that the amendments shall be deemed to have been accep t ed on 
1 June 1992 unless, prior to that date, more than one third of Parties 
or Parties, the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 
fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world ' s merchant shipping of ships 
of 100 gross register tons or more, have notified their objections to the 
amendments; 

3. INVITES Parties to note that, in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(viii) 
of the Convention, the amendments shall enter into force on 1 December 1992 
upon the i r acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in conformi ty with article XII( l )(a)(v) 
of the Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and 
the text of the amendments contained in the Annex to all Parties to the 
Convent i on for acceptance; 

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of the 
resolution to Members of the Organization which are not Parties to the 
Convent ion. 
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THE MARIT1ME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime 
Organization concerning the functions of the Committee, 

RECALLING FURTHER srticle XII(i)(a)(vii) of the International Convention 
on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Convention", concerning the procedures for 
amending the Annex to the Convention, 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its fifty-ninth session, amendments to the 
Convention proposed and circulated in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(i) 
thereof, 

1. ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(iv) of the Convention, 
amendments to the Convention, the texts of which are set out in the Annex to 
the present resolution; 

2. DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the 
Convention, that the amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 
1 June 1992 unless, prior to that date, more than one third of Parties 
or Parties, the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 
fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant shipping of ships 
of 100 gross register tons or more, have notified their objections to the 
amendments; 

3. INVITES Parties to note that, in accordance with article XII(l)(a)(viii) 
of the Convention, the amendments shall enter into force on 1 December 1992 
upon their acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in conformity with article XII(l}(a)(v) 
of the Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and 
the text of the amendments contained in the Annex to all Parties to the 
Convention for acceptance; 

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of the 
resolution to Members of the Organization which are not Parties to the 
Convent ion. 
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ANNEX 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING. 
CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS, 1978 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Regulation 1/1 

Definitions 

Replace the existing t ex t s of paragraphs (k) and (1) by: 

II (k) "Radio operator " mean s a person holding an appropriate 
certificate related to the global maritime distress and safety 
s ys tem issued or recognized by an Administration under the provisions 
o f the Radio Regulations". 

(p) Replace "IMea r ecottanendations" by "recOumJendations of the 
Organization". 

( r ) Delete "IMea". 

(8) De le t e "rMCO". 

Reletter paragraph s (k) to ( s) as (k) to (z) . 

Regulation 1/2 

Content of certificates and form of endorsement 

Amend the first line of paragraph 2 to read: 

" I n re s pec t of radio operato r s, Administrat io ns may; ". 

Regulation 1 /4 

Control procedures 

In paragraph 3. replace "radio officer" by "radio operator!!. 
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Add the following new regulation: 

"Regulation 115 

Conduct of trials 

1. These regulations Bhall not prevent an Administration from authorizing 
ships entitled to fly its flag to participate in trials. 

2. For the purposes of this regulation, the term "trial" means an experiment 
or series of experiments, conducted over a limited period, which may involve 
the use of automated or integrated .ystems in order to evaluate alternative 
methods of performing specific dutie6 or satisfying particular arrangements 
prescribed by this Convention, which would provide at least the same degree of 
safety and pollution prevention as provided by these regulations. 

3. The Administration authorizing ships to participate in trials shall be 
satisfied that such trials are conducted in a manner that provides at least 
the same degree of safety and pollution prevention as provided by these 
regulations. Such trials shall be conducted in accordance with guidelines 
adopted by the Organization. 

4. Details of such trials shall be reported to the Organization as early as 
practicable but not less than six months before the date on which the trials 
are scheduled to commence. The Organization shall circulate such particulars 
to all Parties. 

5. The results of trials authorized under 
recommendations the Administration may have 
be reported to the Organization which shall 
recommendations to all Parties. 

paragraph 
regarding 
circulate 

1. and any 
those results. shall 
such results and 

6. Any Party having any objection to particular trials authorized in 
accordance with this regulation should communicate such objection to the 
Organization as ear l y as practicable. The Organization shall circulate 
details of the objection to all Parties. 

7. An Administration which has authorized a trial should respect objections 
received from other Administrations relating to such trial by directing ships 
entitled to fly its flag not to engage in a trial while navigating in the 
waters of a coastal State which has communicated its objection to the 
Organization. 

B. An Administration which concludes, on the basis of a trial, that a 
particular system will provide at least the same degree of safety and 
pollution prevention as provided by these regulations may authorize ships 
entitled to fly its flag to continue to operate with Buch a system 
indefinitely, subject to the following requirements. 
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(a) the Administration shall, after results of the trial have been 
submitted in accordance with paragraph 5, provide details of any 
such authorization, including identification of the specific ships 
which may be subject to the authorization, t o the Organization 
wh ich ..,ill circulate thi s information to all Parties; 

(b) any opera tions authorized under thi s paragraph shal l be conducted in 
accordance with guidelines 8S may be devel oped by the Organization, 
to the same extent as they apply during a trial; 

(e) such operations shall respect any objections received from other 
Administrations in accordance with paragraph 7, to the extent such 
objections have not been withdrawn; and 

(d) an operation authorized under this paragTaph shall only be permitted 
pending a determination by the Maritime Safety Committee as to 
whether an amendment to the Convention would be appropriate, and , if 
so , whether the operation should be suspended or permitted to 
continue before the amendment enters into force. At the request of 
any Party. the Mar itime Safety Committee shall establish a date for 
consideration of the trial results and for the appropriate 
de terminations. If 
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CHAPTER II 

KASTER - DECK DEPARTHENT 

APPENDIX TO REGULATION 11/2 

Minimum knowledge required for certification of ma,ters and 
chief mates of ships of 200 gross reglster tons or more 

7. Ship manoeuvring and handling 

In the existing paragraph: 

(j) Replace "boats or liferafts" by "rescue boat.s or survival craft". 

(k) Replace "lifeboats or liferafts" by "rescue boats or survival craft". 

B. Ship stability, construction and damage control 

In the existing paragraph: 

(e) Replace "!HeD recommendations" by "the recommendations of the 
Organization". 

16. Commu nications 

Replace subtitle "Communications" by "R.!ldiocommunic:ationa and visual 
signalling" 

Amend existing paragraphs (b) and (c) to read; 

"(b) Knowledge of procedures used in radiocommunications and ability to 
use radio equipment for distresa, urgency, safety and navigational 
messages. 

(c) A knowledge of the procedures for emergency distress signals as 
prescribed in the Radio Regulations". 

17. Life-saving 

In t he existing text, replace "lifeboats, liferafts" by "survival craft, 
rescue boats". 

18. Search and r escue 

In the existing , text, delete "IHeO" . 

19. Methods of demonstration of proficiency 

(f) Life-saving 

In th e existing text, replace "lifeboats " by "survival c raft, rescue 
boa ts". 
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CHAPTER II 

MASTER - DECK DEPARTMENT 
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APPENDIX TO REGULATION II /4 

Minimum knowled~e required for certification of officera in charge of 
a navigational watch on ships of 200 gross registe r tons or more 

10. Radiotelephony and visual signalling 

Replace the subtitle "Radiotelephony and visual signalling" by 
"Radioc.otmllunica tions and visual signalling". 

(d Replace the existing text by~ 

" (e) Knowledge of procedures used in radiocommunications and ability to 
use radio equipment for distress , urgency, safety and navigational 
messages" • 

12. Life-saving 

Replace the existing text by: 

"Abi lity to organize abandon ship drills and knowledge of 
the operation of su rvival craft and res cue boats , their launching 
appliances and arrangements, and their equipment including ~adio 
life-saving appliances, satellite emergency position-indicating radio 
beacons (EPIRBs), immersion suits and thermal protective aids. Knowledge 
of survival at sea techniques". 

13. Emergency procedures 

16. 

20. 

Repl ace the existing text by: 

"Knowledge of the items listed in the appropriate appendix of the 
current edition of the ILO/IHO "Document for Guidance", 

English 

In the 

Search 

In the 

Language 

existing text. delete "IMCO" , 

and rescue 

existing text, delete "IHeO" • 

Regulation II / 6 

Mandatory minimum requirements for ratings forming 
part of a navigational watch 

Replace the existing text of subparagraph 2(d)(vii) by: 

"knowledge of ~ocket parachute flares, hand flares and buoyant smoke 
signals;", 
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Replace the existing chapter IV by; 

"CHAPTER IV 

RADIO PERSONNEL 

Explanatory note: 

Mandatory provisions relating to radio watchkeeping are aet forth in the 
Radio Regulations and in the Internat ional Convention for the Safety of Life 
at Sea, 1974, as amended. Provisions for radio maintenance are set forth in 
the Internat ional Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, 
and the guidelines adopted by the Organization. 

Re gulation IV/l 

Application 

1. The prov1s10ns of this chapter shall apply to radio personnel in a 
ship operating in the global maritime distress and safety system (GHDSS) 
as prescribed by the International Convention for the Safe t y of Life at 
Sea, 1974, as amended. 

2. Until 1 February 1999, radio personnel on a ship complying wi th the 
provisions of the In t ernational Convention f o r the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974, in fo r ce prior to 1 February 1992, s hall comply with the provisions 
of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, in force prior to 1 December 1992. 

Regulation IV/2 

Mandatory ~inimum requirements for certification 
of GHDSS radio personnel 

1. Every radio operator in charge of, or performing, radiocommunication 
duties on a ship shall hold an appropriat e certificate or certificates issued 
or recognized by the Administration under the provisions of the Radio 
Regulations. 

2. In addition, a radio operator on a ship which is required by the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, 
to have a radio installation shall: 

(8) be not less than 18 years of age; 
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(b) s8tisfy the AdMinistration 8S to medical fitness, particularly 
regarding eyesight, hearing and speech; 

(c) meet the requirementa of the appendix to this regulation. 

3. Every candidate for a certificate ahall be required to pass an 
examination or examinations to the satisfaction of the Administration. 

4. The level of knowledge required for certification ahall be sufficient 
for radio operators to carry out their radiocommunication duties safely and 
efficiently. The knowledge required for obtaining each type of certificate 
defined in the Radio Regulations shall be in accordance with those 
Regulations. In addition, for all types of certificates defined in the Radio 
Regulations, the required knowledge and training shall include the subjects 
listed in the appendix to this regulation. In determining the appropriate 
level of knowled ge and training, the Administration shall also take into 
account the relevant recommendations of the Organization. 

Appendix to regulation IV!2 

Minimum additional knowledge and training 
requirements for r ad 10 personnel 

1. In addition to satisfying the requirements for the issue of 8 certifica te 
in compliance with the Radio Regulations, radio operators shall have knowledge 
and training, including practical training , in the following; 

(a) the provision of radio services in emergencies, including: 

(i) abandon ship; 

( ii) fire aboard ship; 

(iii) partial or full breakdown of the radio installations; 

(b) the operation of survival craft and rescue hoats and their 
equipmen t , with special reference to radio life-saving appliances; 

(c) survival at sea; 

Cd) first aid; 

(e) fire prevention and fire-fighting, with particular refe rence to 
the radio installations~ 

(f) preventive measures for the safety of ship and personnel in 
co nn ec t ion with hazards related t o radio equipment , including 
electrical, radiation , chemical and mechanical hazards; 

(g) the use of the Merchant Ship Search Bnd Rescue Manual (HERSAR) with 
particular reference to radiocommunications; 
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(h) ship position- reporting syatems and procedure s ; 

(i ) the use o f the International Code of Signals and the Standard Harine 
Navi gat iona l Vocabulary; 

(j) r.dio medio.l .y.tem, .nd prooedure , . 

2. The Administration may vary. 4S appropria te . the knowledge and training 
r equired by paragraph 1 for i ssue o f a radio operator's certificate to a 
hol der of a ce rtifica te issued und e r the provisions of chapters 1[, III or VI, 
provided th e Administration is satisfied that the standard of training or 
level of kn owl edge for issue of the certificate held is adequate. 

RegulBtio n Iv/3 

Mandatory minimum requ irements to ensure the 
continued prOf i ciency and updating of 

knowledge fo r GHDSS radio personnel 

1. Every radio operator holding a certifi cate or certi ficates iss ued or 
recognized by the Adminis tration s ha1 \, in order to continue to qual ify 
f o r seagoing serv ice , be required to s~tisfy the Administration as to the 
f oll owing: 

(8) me di cal f itness . particularly regarding eyesight. heari ng and 
speech, at regular intervals not exceedi ng five years; and 

(b) professional competence : 

(i) by performing r adio service in a seagoing ship with no 
s ingle interrup t ion exceeding fi ve years; or 

(ii) by virtue of havi ng performed func tions relating to the 
duties app r opriate to the ~rade of cer tif ica te he ld wh ich are 
considered to be at l ess t equivalent t o t he seagoi ng service 
r equired in paragraph l(b)(i); or 

(iii) by pas si ng an approve d te st or successfully comple ting an 
approved training course or cou r ses at sea or ashor e which 
shall inc lude t hose e l ements wh ich a re of di r ec t relevance t o 
t he safety of l ife at sea , and which a r e applicab le fo r the 
ce:-ti [icate t hat the person is holding, in accorda nce with 
tit .. r equi rements of the International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, 197~, as amended, and the Radio 
Regil lat ions. 

2 . When new mod es , equipment or pr actices are to become mandato ry aboa rd 
ships enti tled to fly the flag of a Par ty , the Adm in istration may require 
radio operators to pas s ao approv ed tes t or success fu l l y complete an 
app r opr iate t raining course or courses, at sea or ashore, with par t i cu lar 
r eference t o safety du t ies. 

3. Every rad i.o operat or, in order to cont inue to qualify fo r seagoing 
set"vic:e on board parti cll iar t ypes o f s hips for which special tra in:ng 
requireme nts have been i nternationally agreed upon, sha ll successfully 
comple te ap proved re levan t training or exami na t ions wh ich shall take in t o 
account re l evant internationa l r egulations and recomme nd a t io ns . 
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speech. at regular intervals not exceeding five years; and 

(b) pro fessional competence: 

(i) by performing radio service in a seagoing sh i p with no 
single interruption exceeding five years; or 

(i i) by virtue of having performed func tions r elating to the 
duties appropriate to the ~rade of certifica te he ld wh ich are 
considered to be at leas t equiva lent to the seagoi ng service 
required in parag raph l(b)( i ); or 

(iii) by pas si ng an ap proved te st or successfully comple ting an 
approved train ing course or cou r ses at sea or asho r e which 
shall i nc l ude those elements which are of di r ec t r e l evance t o 
the safety of life a t sea, and which are a ppli cable f or the 
c!;':-tif i cate that the person is holding , in accordance with 
tht> r equi rement s of the Interna tional Conven tion for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, 197~, as amended, and the Radio 
Regulations . 

2. When new modes, equipment or pr ac ti ces are to become manda tory aboard 
ships enti tled to fly the flag of a Par ty, the Admin istration may require 
radio operators to pass an approved test or success fu l l y complete an 
appropriate t raining course or courses, a t sea o r ash ore, with particul ar 
r eference t o sa fe ty du ties . 

3 . Eve ry rad i.o operat or, in order to continue to qualify for seagoing 
service on board parti cu la r t ypes o f ships for IoIhich special train ~ng 

requirement s hav e been i nternational ly agr eed upon , shal l success fu!ly 
comple te appr oved re levan t tra ining or examina t ions wh ich shall take in t o 
account relevant in te r national r egulations and recomme ndations . 
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~. The Administration shall ensure that the texts of recent changes in 
international regulations relating to radio communications and relevant to 
th e safety of life at s ea are available to ships entitled to fl y its flag. 

5. Administrations are encouraged , in consultation with those concerned , 
to formulate or promote the formulation of a structure of refreshe r and 
updating cour s es , either voluntar y or ~andato r y . as appropriate, at sea 
or ashore. for radio operators who are serving at sea and especially for 
re - en trants to seagoing service. The course or cour ses should include 
e l e ments that are of direc t relevance to r adio duties and inc lude changes in 
marine radiocommunication t echnology and re levant international regulations 
and recommendations concerning the safety of life at sea." 

CHAPTER VI 

Re gul ation VIII 

Re place the existing heading by: 

"Mandatory minimum requirements for the issue of cert ificates 
of proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats" 

(e) Replace the existing s ubpa ragraphs ( i ii) to (v) snd (viii) and (ix) by: 

" (i ii) in t erpret the markings on survival craft and rescue bas t s with 
r espec t t o th e numbe r of persons t hey a re permi tted t o car r y; 

(iv) ma ke the correct commands requ i r ed for launching and boardi ng the 
survival craf t and r escue boats, clearing t he ship and handling 
and disembarking from the s urvival craft or re scue boat; 

(v) prepare and l aunch survival craft and rescue boats safely into 
the water and c lear the ship's side quickly ; 

(vi i i) use s i gnalli ng equipment including rocket parachute flares, hand 
fl ares snd buoyant smoke signa l s; 

(ix) use radio li fe-sav i ng a pp liances; 

(x) don and use an immersion suit; use a the r ma l pro t ect i ve sid". 

APPENDIX TO REGULATHlN VIII 

Repl ace th e existing text of paragraph 2(c) and ( f) by; 

" Z. (c) ac tion!: to be take n when called t o su r vival craft and r escue boat 
s t ations; 

(f) ac ti ons t o be taken whe n aboar d a survival craft or rescue bost . " 

ReplacE' the existing text of paragra~h s 5 to 8 by; 

" 5. Cons t ruction and outfit of s urv iv al craft and rescue boats and individual 
items of the ir equipment . 
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6. Particular characteristics and facilities of survival craft and rescue 
boa ts. 

7. Various types of devices used for launching survival craft and rescue 
boats. 

8. Methods of launching survival craft aDd rescue boats into a rough sea." 

Replace the existing text of paragraph 10 by. 

"10. Handling survival craft and rescue boats in rough weather." 

Replace the existing text of paragraphs 15 to 19 by: 

"15. Radio 1 i fe-saving appl iances carried in survival craft and r escue boats. 
including satellite emergency position-indicating radio beacons. 

16. Effects of hypothermia and its prevention; use of protective covers and 
protective garments including immersion suits and thermal protective aids. 

17. Methods of starting and operating a survival craft or rescue boat engine 
and its accessories together with the use of fire extinguiSher provided. 

18. Use of rescue boats and lifeboats for marshalling liferafts and rescue of 
survivors and persons in the sea. 

19. Beaching survival cra ft and rescue boats." 
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