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RESOLUTION MEPC.65(37) 
(adopted on t-' September 1995) 

Al\1ENDMElns TO THE ANNEX OF THE PROTOCOL OF 1978 RELATING 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PREVENTION 

OF POLLUTION FROM SHIPS, 1973 
(Amendments to Regulation 2 and new Regulation 9 of Annex V) 

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE. 

RECALUNG Article 38(a) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the function of the Committee conferred upon it by international conventions for the 
prevention and control of marine pollution, 

NOTING article 16 a fthe International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 
1973 (hereinafter referred to as the "1973 Convention") and article VI ofche Protocol of 1978 relating 
to the 1973 Convention (hereinafter referred to as the" 1978 Protocol") which together specify the 
amendment procedure oflhe 1978 Protocol and confers upon the appropriate body oflhe Organization 
the function of considering and adopting amendments (0 the 1973 Convention. as modified by the 1978 
Protocol (MARPOl 13nB). 

NOTrNG ALSO that there is a need to provide for a more effective implementation of Annex; V 
of MARPOL 13nB. 

REQUIRING a more systematic approach [0 the enforcement and control of the requirements 
of Ann .. V, MARPOL 73178. 

HA VJNG CONSIDERED the amendments to Annex V of MARPOL 73n8, agreed at its 
thirty·sixth session and circulated in accordance with article 16(2)(a) of the 1973 Convention, 

1. ADOPTS. in accordance with article 16(2)(b) ofihe 197) Convention. amendments to Annex V 
ofMARPOL 73178. the text of which is set out in the annex; to the present resolution; 

2. DETERMINES, in accordance with article 16(2)(f)(iii) of the 1973 Convention, that the 
amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on I January 1997. unless prior to the date, not less 
than one·third of the Parties or the Parties, the combined merchant fleeLS of which constitute not Jess than 
fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant fleet, have communicated to the Organization 
their objections to the amendments; 

3. rNVITES the Parties to note that in accordance with article 16(2)(g)(ii) of the 197) Convention 
the amendments shall enter into force on 1 July 1997 in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary·General, in confonnity with anicJe 16(,2)(e) orlhe 1973 Convention, 
to transmit to all Parties to Annex V of the 1978 Protocol certified copies of the present resolution and 
the text of the amendments contained in the annex; 

5. REQUESTS FURTHER the Secretary·General to transmit to the Members of the Organization 
which are not Parties to Annex V of the 1978 Protocol copies of the resolution and its annex. 
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(I) 

ANNEX 

TEXTS OF AMENDMENTS TO ANNEX V OF MARPOL 73178 

Regulation 2 

Application 

The existing text of regulation 2 is replaced by the following: 

~UnJess expressly provided otherwise. the provisions of this Annex shall apply to all ships." 

New regulation 9 is added as follows: 

(a) 

Regulation 9 

Placards, garbage management plans and garbage record· keeping 

Every ship of 12 metres or more in length overall shall display placards which notify the 
crew and passengers ofLhe disposal requiremenLS of regulations 3 and 5 aflhis Annex, 
as applicable. 

(b) The placards shall be written in the official language aflhe State whose flag the ship is 
entitled to Oy and. for ships engaged in voyages to ports or offshore tenninals under the 
jurisdiction of other Parties to the Convention. in English or French. 

(2) Every ship of 400 tons gross tonnage and above, and every ship which is certified to carry 
IS persons or more, shall carry a garbage management plan which the crew shall follow. This 
plan shall provide written procedures for collecting, storing, processing and disposing of 
garbage. including the use of the equipment on board. It shall also designate the person in 
charge of carrying out the plan. Such a plan shall be in accordance with the guidelines 
developed by the Organization and written in the working language of the crew. 

(3) Every ship of 400 tons gross tonnage and above and every ship which is certified to carry 
15 persons or more engaged in voyages to ports or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction of 
other Parties to the Convention and every fixed and floating platfonn engaged in exploration and 
exploitation of the sea·bed, shall be provided with a Garbage Record Book. The Garbage 
Record Book, whether as a part of the ship's official logbook or otherwise. shall be in the form 
specified in the Appendix to this Annex; 

(a) each discharge operation, or completed incineration, shall be recorded in the Garbage 
Record Book and signed for on the dale of the incineration or discharge by the officer 
in charge . Each completed page of the Garbage Record Book shall be signed by the 
master of the ship. The entries in the Garbage Record Book shall be both in an official 
language of the State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly . and in English or French. The 
entries in an official national language orthe State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly 
shall prevail in case of a dispute or discrepancy ; 
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(bl the entry for each incineration or discharge shall include date ::md time. position of the 
ship. description of the garbage and the estimated amount incinerated or discharged; 

(c) the Garbage Record Book shall be kept on board the ship and in such a place as to be 
available for inspection in a reasonable time. This Jocument shall be preserved for a 
period oftwo years after the last entry is made on the record: 

(d) in the event of discharge, escape or accidental loss referred to in regulation 6 of this 
Annex an entry shall be made in the Garbage Record Book of the circumstances of. and 
the reasons for. {he loss. 

(4) The Administr.1tion may waive the requirements for Garbage Record Books for: 

(i) any sh ip engaged on voyages of I hour or less in duration which is certilied to carry 
15 persons Or more; or 

(ii) fixed or floating platfonns while engaged in exploration and exploitation of the sea·bed. 

(5) The competent authority of the Government of a Party to the Convention may inspect the 
Garbage Record Book on board any ship to which this regulation applies while the ship is in its 
ports or otTshore tenninals and may make a copy of any entry in th.lt book. and may require the 
master of the ship to certify that the copy is a true copy of such an entry. Any copy so made. 
which has been certified by the master of the ship as a true copy of an enlry in the ship's Garbage 
Record Book. shall be admissible in any judicial proceedings as evidence or the facts stated in 
the entry. The inspection of a Garbage Record Book and the taking of a certified copy by the 
competent authority under this paragraph shall be perfonned as expeditiously as possible without 
causing the ship to be unduly delayed. 

(6) In the case of ships built before 1 July 1997, this regulation shal1 apply as from I July 1998. 
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Appendix is added [Q the Annex as follows: 

APPENDIX 

FORM OF GARBAGE RECORD BOOK 

Name of ship: 

Distinctive number or letters __________ _ 

IMONo .. __________ _ 

Period: From' ____ To' ____ _ 

I. Introduction 

In accordance with Regulation 9 of Annex V of the International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL 73178) a 
record is to be kept of each discharge operation or completed incineration. This includes discharges at 
sea.. to reception facilities. or to other ships. 

2. Garbage and garbage management: 

Garbage includes all kinds of food. domestic and operational waste excluding fresh fish and parts 
thereof, generated during the normal operation of the vessel and liable to be disposed of continuously 
or periodically except those substances which are defined or listed in other annexes to MARPOL 73178 
(such as oil, sewage or noxious liquid substances). 

The Guidelines forthe Implementation of Annex V ofMARPOL 73/78 should also be referred to for 
relevant information. 

3 Description of the garbage 

The garbage is to be grouped into categories for the purposes of this record book as follows: 

I. Plastics 
2. Floating dunnage, lining, or packing material 
3. Ground-down paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles. crockery, etc. 
4. Paper Products. rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery, etc. 
S. Food waste 
6. Incinerator ash 
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4. Entries in the Garbage Record Book 

Entries in the Garbage Record Book shall be made on each of the following occasions: 

(a) When garbage is discharged into the sea: 

(i) Date and time of discharge 
(ii) Position of the ship (latitude and longitude) 
(iii) Category of garbage discharged 
(iv) Estimated amount discharged for each category in m; 
(v) Signature of the officer in charge of the operation. 

(b) When garbage is discharged to reception facilities ashore or to other ships: 

(i) Date and time of discharge 
(ii) Port or facility, or name of ship 
(iii) Category of garbage discharged 
(iv) Estimated amount discharged for each category in m) 
(v) Signature of officer in charge of the operotion 

(c) When garbage is incinerated: 

(i) Date and time of start and stop of incineration 
(ii) Position of the ship (latitude and longitude) 
(iii) Estimated amount incinerated in mJ 

(iv) Signature of the officer in charge of the operation. 

(d) Accidental or other exceptional discharges of garbage 

(i) Time of occurrence 
(ii) Port or position of the ship at time of occurrence 
(iii) Estimated amount and category of garbage 
(iv) Circumstances of disposal, escape or loss, the reason therefore and general 

remarks. 

4.2 Receipts 

The master should obtain from the operator of port reception facilities. or from the master of the ship 
receiving the garbage. a receipt or certificate specifying the estimated amount of garbage transferred. 
The receipts or certificates must be kept on board the ship with the Garbage Record Book for two years. 

4.3 Amount of garbage 

The amount of garbage onboard should be estimated in mJ• if possible separately according to category. 
The Garbage Record Book contains many references to estimated amount of garbage. It is recognized 
that the accuracy of estimating amounts of garbage is left to interpretation. Volume estimates will differ 
before and after processing. Some processing procedures may notaJlow for a usable estimate of volume. 
e.g. the continuous processing of food waste. Such factors should be taken into consideration when 
making and interpreting entries made in a record. 
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RECORD OF GARBAGE DISCHARGES 

Ship's Narm:: ________ _ Distiocli\lC Nu .• or letlers _____ IMO Nil.: _ _ _ _ 

I : Plastic:. 
1: l'IQal[n& dunnage. lining. or p;w;king malo:ri~ls. 

J: GrounJ·duwn papo:r products, rlIIOS,,,bn. mc111I. buUles, uod,cry, .: Ie. 
4: I'iip<:f ptudUl:ll, r.q;s,gl;w;. melll l, bou1.,.'S.l!rud:.;ry. ctc. 
~ : Food WW;h: . 
6: Incinc:rator ash. 

NOTE: TilE DISCIIARGE or ANY GARBAGE OTIIER TlIAN rODO WAS'rE IS ,' ROlllUlnO IN SI'I::ClAL AKEAS. ONU" 
GARBAGE DISCHARGED INTO TilE SEA MUST BE CATEGORIZED. GARBAGE OTIIER Til AN CATEGORY I DlSCIIAKGEU 
TO RECEPTION FACILITIES NEED ONLY BE LISTED AS A TOTAL ESTIJ'tI.4.TED AMOUNT. 

Date/time I'osilion orLh c: Ship ESlimah:d AmtJunl Discharg..:d into SICa E~t imalc:d Amuunt E~1imal ... -d CcnilicllliulIl 
(ml) Discharged to Amount Signa,ul\: 

R«ePLion Focil ilics Incincr.&h:d 
or tl.l other ship (ml) 

(ml) 

CAT.2 CAT.J CATA CAT.j CAT.6 CAT. I Olhcr 

Masler's Signalure: _______ _ Dale: ___ _ 
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