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ANNEX 2

RESOLUTION MEPC 25(23)

GUIDELINES FOR SURVEYS UNDER ANNEX II OF
THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PREVENTION

oF P0LLUTION FROM SHrpS, L973, AS MODTFTED By THE
PROTOCOL OF 1978 RELATING THERETO

adopted on B July 1986

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE,

RECALLING Article 38 of the Convention of rhe InËernational Maritime
Organization concerning the functions of the Corunittee,

NOTING thaÈ Annex II of t.he Internat.ional ConvenËion for Ehe prevention
of Pollution from Ships, L973, as rnodified by the Protocol of 1978 relari¡g
thereto (tq¡npOl 73/78), as amended, is expecÈed Eo take effecE on 6 April Lggl,

DESIRING to provide an agreed int,ernational st.andard for conducting
initial, mandaÈory annual, inÈermediare and periodical surveys under Annex II
of MARPOL 73178,

NorrNG ALSO thaÈ the cor¡mit,tee r{as requested by rhe Assembly by
resolution 4.413(Xf) of 15 November 1979 to adopt guidelines for surveys under
MARPOL 73/78 and was auËhorized Ëo communicate direct to Member.GovernmenLs

such guidelines,

NOTING FURTHER resolution MEPC.11(18) by which iE adopted Guidetines for
Surveys under Annex I of t{ARpOL 73/79,

HAVTNG considered the proposals of the Member GovernmenËs,

1. ADOPTS the Guidelines for Surveys under Annex II of the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, Lg73 as nodified by the
Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (uenpol 73/7Ð, which are ser out in Èhe
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Annex to Lhe present resolution and which are intended to provide a general

framework upon which AdminisErations will be able to base their arrangementg

for carrying out Burveys;

2. URGES Parties to MARPOL 73/78 to institute arrangements for surveys in
accordance with Lhese Guidelines when Annex II of MARPOL 73/78 takes effect.

)

J
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5.3 Examinat,ion of Cert,ificates, Cargo Record Books, Procedures and
Arrangements Manuals and oEher documenEs

5.4 Survey of the condiEion of the ship and iÈs equipment,

5.5 Completion of survey

PREAMBLE

1 These Guidelines have been developed to provide an agreed general

standard for conducting initial, mandatory annual, intermediaEe and periodical
surveys for all shíps under Annex II of MARPOL 73/78 as amended (hereinafter

referred to as Annex II).

2 The Adrninistration, in guaranteeing the completeness and efficiency of

the surveys, should establish appropriate instructions and guidelines Èo

enable officers of the AdminisËrations, nominated surveyors or recognized

organizations to conduct the survey.

3 These Guidelines provide a general framework upon which AdministraEíons

will be able Eo formulate Eheir procedures for carrying ouE the surveys

required under Annex II. In respect of the BCH and IBC Codes these Guidelines

cover the requirements in chapLers 5A and 164 of the respective Codes. They

do noË provide guidance on surveys required for compiiance with Ehe other

requirements of the Bulk Chemical Codes or other condition and safety

surveys. For such guidance reference should be made to resolution 4.560(i4).

4 The Lhoroughness or severity of lhe annual, interrnediate and periodical
surveys should depend upon the condiEion of the ship and its equipment,.

Should any doubÈ arise as to the maintenance of the condition of the ship or

its equipment, then further examinaEion and EesEing should be considered

neces sary.

5 IL is recognized Ëhat, these Guidelines are incended Eo assist the survey

of ships with the int,enLion of issuing or endorsing:

The InÈernational PolluLion Prevention Certificate for the Carriage

of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk (l¡l,S Certificate) required by

regulation 11 of Annex II, or

1
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the certificate of FiEness in accordance with the provisions of the
InÈernaËional Bulk Chemical Code or the Bulk Chernical Code under Ehe

provisions of regulation 124 of Annex II.

It is further recognized that these Guidelines will also be beneficial to Ehe

survey of ships which are not required to be issued an NLS Cer¡ificate or
Certificate of Fit,ness

1 DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of these Guidelines the following definitions apply:

1.1 Initial survey means a thorough and complete examinalion, and tests where

ofrequired, of a ship and its equipmenE in accordance wit.h Ehe requirements
the Convention t.o ensure EhaE the NLS Certificate or the Certificace of
Fitness may be issued for the first E,ime.

1.2 MandaEory annual survey means a general examination of a ship and its
equipment, conducted annually, to confirm that. the ship and it,s equipmen¡
remain satisfacÈory for Lhe service for which the ship is inÈended.

1.3 Int,ermediate survey means an examinati on of a ship and its equipment,
which may include operat,ional tesLs of the shipts systems and equipment t.o the
extenü necessary, during the period of validity of the NLS Certificat,e or the
Certificate of Fitness to ensure compliance wiEh the applicable requirement,s
of t.he Convention.

L.4 Periodical survey means a thorough and complete examination, and Eest.s

where required, of a ship and its equipment in accordance with the
requirements of the Convention aÈ specífied regular periods Eo ensure that Ehe

NLS Certificat.e or the CertificaÈe of Fitness may be renewed.

1.5 "N"r "hipt'means a ship constructed on or after I July 1986 and an

'rexisting ship" means a ship which is not a t'new shiptt.

1.6 Stripping system means a system which is capable of reducing the cargo
residue in cargo Eanks, associated cargo pumps, pipelines and manifolds, to
below that. possible wirh the main cargo pumps alone; it may be part of ¡he
main cargo pumping or an independent system

2
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L.7 In general other defínitions from the Codes, Standards for Procedures and

Arrangements contaíned in MEPC resolution L8(22)(hereinafLer referred to as

¡he Standards) and Annex II regulaÈions apply to Ehese guidelines and any

reference to "regulaÈionsttmeans the Annex II regulations.

2 INITIAL SURVEY

2.L General

Z.L.L The initial survey as required by Regulation t0(f)(a) should include a

t,horough and complele examinaËion, and t,ests when required, of a ship and its
equipment in accordance with t.he relevant requirements of Annex II to ensure

that Lhe NLS Certificat,e, or Cert.ificate of Fitness, may be issued for the

first time.

2.L.2 The initial survey should consist of the following:

I examínation of the plans, specifications and other Eechnical

docrutrentaÈion to verify thaÈ the designs of Ehe ship and its

equipmenË comply with the relevant requirements of Annex II and

confirrnation thaE the NLS pollution prevention equipment has been

approved as required by Annex II;

confirmation that the ship carries on board the requirpd

Certificates, Cargo Record Book, Procedures and Arrangements Manual

and oLher relevant documents; and

survey of the condition of Ëhe ship and its equipment, and ¡es¡s

where required, Eo ascertain that Ehey are consEructed and installed

in accordance with ¡he approved plans, specifications and other

technical documents, and thaË maEerial, consEruction and workmanship

are in a1l respects satisfactorY.

2.L.3 The Guidelines contained in this chapter include all items covered by

Annex II. Depending on the type and 6tatu6 of ship (e.g.ttnen" or "exisLi'ngrl

ship, chemical lanker, liquefied gas carrier, dry cargo ship and cargoes Eo be

carried, etc.), all of these items Toay not necessarily be applicable to a

particular ship. In order to identify those requirements appl-icable Èo a

2

3
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particular ship, it is advised to conduct the survey according Ëo the items
contained in the Procedures and Arrangements I'fanual approved for the ship and
mentioned on the NLS certificate or the certificate of Fitness.

2'L'4 In existing ships where Èhe installation of equipment is noÈ required
for a certain period, the initial survey of the ship may be treated as

compleËed without the installation of such equipment, provided that a survey
as comPrehensive as the initial survey relating to the installation of the
relevant equipment is carríed out within the period specified by Annex ïI, and
the NLS Certificate or Certificate of FiÈness is revised accordingly.

2.1.5 l^Ihen certain parts of the ship or its equipment have been previously
surveyed and certified, the exEent of any examination or testing for such
items shoul-d be determined, having regard to the type of survey carried out
and certificate provided, when the survey was carried out and also to the
condition of the relevanË parts of the ship or its equipment.

2.1.6 For ships other than chemical Ëankers, the Guidelines contained in this
chapter should be applied as appropriate.

2.2 Examination of the desiens of the ship and its equipment

2.2.1 ÍJhen applying for the initial survey, p1ans, specificaÈions and other
relevant documentation* should be submiLted to the AdminisËration, to enable
it to ascertain that the ship and its equipment comply with the applicable
requirements of Annex rr and associated resolutions, including:

I- particulars of ship;

for existing ships engaged in restricted voyages covered by
regulation 5A(6) information concerning the adequacy of reception
facilities in ports or Èerminals between which the ship is to be

engaged; and

There may be cases, particularl-y for older ships, where al-l the necessary
documentation is not available. In such cases, the Administration shoulâ
consider conducting additional tests and examinations.

2

J
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5

3 in cases where the granting of exempt,ions under regulation 5A(7) or
the approval of equivalents under regulation 2 is requested,
inforrnation supporting such exempt.ion or details for equivalent
arrangements.

2,2.2 The examínation of plans, specifications and other technical
documentation for all ships (as applicable to the cårgoes proposed for
carriage) shouLd incLude¡

1 pumping system (regulation 5A);

.2 stripping system (regulation 5A);

.3 Èank washing system and equipment (Standards);

.4 underwater discharge arrangemenÈs (Standards);

residue discharge system (Standards paragraph 8.4 existing
ships only);

6 recording devices (Standards paragraph 8.7 existing ships only);

.7 ventilation equipment for resídue removal- (Standards);

.8 heating system (sot-idifying and high viscosity substances)
( Standards ) ;

9 surface residue quantity assessment (existing ships, if necessary)

(reguLation 5A and Standards);

.10 Procedures and Arrangements I'fanual (including cargo carriage
requirements to meet Annex II regulations) (Standards);

.11 list of Annex II (appendix II) substances proposed for carriage
( regulaciurr 11 or regul"aciorr l2A) i and

.L2 Cargo Record Book (regulation 9).
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2.3 Examination of Certif icat,es Ca o Record Books Procedures and
Arrangements Manuals and other r¡ment,s

2.3.L The examination should confirm that the current CerEificaEes, Cargo

Record Book, Procedures and Arrangements Manual and other documents required

by Annex II are on board, including:

.1 the Cert,ificate of Fitness (if applicable);

.2 the Cargo Record Book in the Annex II format (appendix IV); and

3 the Procedures and Arrangement,s Manual in the sEandard format

(S¡andards Appendix D).

2.4 Survey of the cond ition of the ship and its equipmenE

2.4.L For all ships the survey should consist of an examination and tesling
of all fittings and equipmenL to confirm the satisfactory insEallation as

detailed below¡

2.4.L.L Pumping and piping system (including stripping sysLems if ficted)

performance of the water test for assessing Ehe stripping quantity
(regulation 5A and Standards Appendix A); and

confirmation Chat all parts of t,he strípping system, including

portable pipes or bends in sufficienE number, if required, are on

board.

2.4.L.2 Tank washing system and equipmenE

I confirmation that the tank washing machines provided on board are

those described in Èhe Procedures and Arrangements Manual and are

insEalled in accordance wiEh t.he approved plans;

examinat,ion of the tank washing machines to verify thaE Ehey are tn

working order;

1

2

2
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examination to verify Èhat the washwaler heating system, if
required, is installed in accordance with the approved plans; and

.4 confirmat.ion t.hat the number and position of tank cleaning openings
for portable uachines are in accordance wiÈh the approved plans.

2.4.L.3 Underwater discharge arrangement.s

1 confirnation t,hat Èhe underrüater discharge outlet(s) are in
accordance with Ëhe approved plans; and

2 confirmation that means are provided in Èhe cornmon discharge piping
Lo isolate openings provided above Èhe waterline.

2.4.L.4 Residue discharge syst,em

I verification by actual test thaE Ëhe discharge raÈe of Ehe pumps,

where a variable rate type is used, can be controlled as specified
in the approved manual; and

2 veriftcaÈion that means for resEricting Lhe discharge flow of fixed
raÈe pumps t,o the specified rates have been firted.

2.4.L.5 Recording devices

verification by an actual flow test EhaE the flow meLer has an

accuracy of + L5% or betÈer; and

2 confirmation of the satisfactory operation of the device as fitted.

2.4.L.6 Ventilation equipment, for residue removal

confirmation that the ventilation eguipmenË is installed in
accordance with t,he approved plan and in working order; and

confirmation t.hat the pressure in the driving medium for portable
fans can be achieved to give the required fan capacity.

3

1

1

.2
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2.4.L.7 Heating system

1 confirmation that, the heating system for solidifying and high
viscosiüy substances is insLalled in accordance with the approved
p1an.

2.5 Completion of surve v

2.5.L On completion of a sat,ísfactory initial survey, the NLS Certificate, or
the Certificate of Fitness, should be issued; Lhe latter only if it has been

confirmed thaÈ the ship complies with all the other requiremencs of the Bulk
Chemical Codes.

3 I"ÍANDATORY ANNUAL SURVEY

3.1 Periodicity

3.1.1 The mandatory annual survey as required by regulation 10(1)(d) should
be held within three mont,hs before or after the anníversary date of Ehe. NLS

Certificat,e or the CertificaËe of Fitness.

3.L.2 l,Ihen Èhe mandatory annual survey coincides wiÈh an intermediate survey
as Prescribed in regulaÈion 10(1)(c), the mandatory annual survey will not be

) required.

3.2 General

3.2.1 The mandatory annual surveys enable the Ad¡ninisEraÈion to verify that
Lhe condition of the ship and its equipmenE are being maintained in accordance

with the relevant requirements of Annex II.

3.2.2 In general, the mandatory annual survey should be limited Eo a general
examinaÈion and consist of:

a certificat.e examinat.ion, a visual examination to a sufficient
extent of the ship and its equipment, t.o confirm Èhat their condition
is being properly maintained; and

1
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2 a visual examination to confirm Ëhat no unapproved rnodifications
have been made Lo the ship and iEs equipment.

3.3 Examination of CertificaËes, Cargo Record Books, Procedures and
ents

3.3.1 The examination of current CertificaLes, Cargo Record Book, Procedures

and ArrangemenEs l"lanual and other documenüs should consist of:

checking the validiuy of Èhe NLS Certificate or t,he CerÈificate of
Fitness;

2 checking of all other relevant certificaEes as required;

3 checking whether Ehe Cargo Record Book ís on board and is being used;

sighting the records of Èhe recording device as applicable (i.e. for
category B cargo residues); and

5 confirming that the approved Procedures and Arrangements Manual is
on board.

3.4 Survey of the condition of the ship and its equipmenL

3.4.1 For all ships the survey should include an examination of all fittings
and equipment Eo such extent as to verify Èl'raL they are being maintained and

in working order as follows:

3.4.1.f Punping and piping sysËem (including stripping system if fitted)

1 exLernal examination and confirmation Èhat all equipmen! remains as

originally fitted.

3.4.L.2 Tank washing sysËem and eguiprnent

confirmation tha! the Lype, capaciEy, the number and the arrangement

of the tank washing rnachines are as approved;

1

4

1
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.2 external examination of tank washing piping; and

3 exËernal examination of washwater heating syst,em.

3.4. 1.3 Underwater discharge arrangements

1 ext,ernal exarnination, as far as practicable, of the underwat,er

discharge arrangements.

3.4.L.4 Residue discharge system

I confirmation that discharge rate cont,rol is as approved.

3.4.1.5 Recording devices

1 confirmation Ëhat the device is operable.

3.4.I.6 Vencilation equipment for residue removal

I confirmation that equipment 15 aS approved.

3.4.L.7 Heating system

external examínation of Ëhe heating sysEem required for
solidifying and high víscosity substances so far as is
accessible.

3.5 Completion of survey

3.5.1 After satisfactory survey, the NLS CertificaEe or Ehe Certificate of

Fit,ness should be endorsed; the latter only if the annual survey covering all
the other requirements of the BuIk Chemical Codes has been saEisfactorily
carried out.

1

3.5.2 If a survey shows that the condítion of Ehe ship or its equipment

unsatisfacËory, Ëhe surveyor should be guided by the requirements of

regulation 10(2) (c) .

1S
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4 INTERMEDIATE SURVEY

4.L Periodicity

4.L.L As required by regulation 10(1)(c), a minimum of one intermediate
survey during the period of validity of the NLS Certificate or the Cert,ificate
of Fitness must be conducted. In cases where only one such intermediat,e

survey is carried ouE in any one Certificate validity period, it must be held
not before six months prior to, nor later than six mont,hs after, the half-way
date of the Certificate's period of valídity.

4.2 General

4.2.1 The intermediaËe survey should be an examinat,ion suf f ícienËly ext.ensive

to enable t,he Administration to ensure Ehat the equipment, and associated

puruping and piping systems, including the stripping systems and alI other
equipment required by the procedures and arrangements manual comply with the

applicable requiremenLs of Annex IT and are in good working order.

4.3 Examination of Cert.if icat.es, Cargo Record Books, Procedures and
Arrangements Manuals and ot,her document,s

4.3.1 The examination of currenE CerEificaLes, Cargo Record Book, Procedures

and ArrangemenEs Manual and ot,her documents should consisE of items referred
t,o in 3.3. 1.

4.4 Survey of the condition of Èhe ship and iEs equipmenE

4.4.L For all ships the

of 3.4.1, and subject Ëo

items:

survey should include t,he annual survey requirernents

Ehe surveyorts satisfaction, the following additional

4.4.L.L Pumping and piping syscem (including stripping syscem if ficted)

iÈ should be verified from the Cargo Record Book Ehat Lhe pumping

and stripping arrangements have been emptying the tanks efficiently
and are all in working order.

I
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4.4.L2 Underr¿ater discharge arrangements

1 confirmation thaË the discharge outlet(s) are in good condiËion.

4.4.L.3 Recording devices

1 testing Ehe satisfactory operation of Ehe recording device by a

sirnulatíon tesË or equívalenE.

4.4.L.4 Ventilation equipmenE for residue removal

1 tesLing to confirm the satisfactory operation of ventilation
equipment.

4.5 Completion of survey

4.5.1 Afüer satisfact,ory survey, the NLS Certificate or the CertificaLe of
Fitness should be endorsed; the latter only if the int,ermediate survey

covering all the ot.her requiremenËs of the Bulk Chemical Codes has been

carried out.

4.5.2 If a survey shows LhaL the condition of the ship or its equipmenE

unsatisfactory, Ëhe surveyor should be guided by the requiremenEs of
Regulation 10(2)(c).

5 PERIODICAL SURVEY (NTUTW¿i, SURVEY)

5.1 Periodicity

5.1.1 The period betn¡een periodical surveys shall not exceed five years,
provided in regulation 10.

1S

as

5.2 General

5.2.L The periodical survey, as required by regulat,ion 10(1)(b) should be

such as to ensure that the sEructure, equipment, systems, fittings,
arrangements and materials comply with the relevanË requirements of Annex II
and should thus serve as a basis for renewal of the NLS CerEificate, or
Certificate of Fit,ness, for a period not exceeding 5 years.
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5.3 Examination of CertificaÈes. Cargo Record Books, Procedures and
Arra ements Manuals and other documents

5.3.1 The examination of currenL CertificaEes, Cargo Record Book, Procedures

and Arrangements Manual and other documents, should consist of items referred
to in 3.3.1.

5.4 Survey of the condition of the ship and its equipment

5.4.L For all ships the survey should include, in addit,ion to the
intermediat,e survey requiremenEs of 4.4.L, an examination of all fittings and

equipment t.o confirm t.he sat,isfactory condition, including Lesting of such

equipment as deËailed below:

5.4.L.L Punping and piping system (including stripping system if fitted)

1 aE least Ër¿o selected cargo Èanks and thei-r associated pumps and

stripping systems should be subjected Ë,o water Eests in accordance

with fhe St,andards. These should be select,ed aE random by the

surveyor, who may aE his discreËion require oEher cargo tanks and

their associaEed pumps and stripping systems to be similarly tesÈed.

5.4.L.2 Tank rvashing system and equipment

1 as for 2.4.I.2.

5.4.1.3 Underwat.er discharge arrangements

1 as f.or 2.4.1.3.

5.4.L.4 Residue discharge system

I as f,or 2.4.I.4.

5.4.1.5 Recording devices

1 as for 2.4.L.5.2.
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5.4.L.6 Ventilation equipment for residue removal

. 1 as f or 2.4 .L.6.

5.4.L.7 Heating system

.1 as for 2.4.L.7

5.5 Comol etion of survey

5.5.1 Afrer satisfactory survey, the NLS Certificate or the Certifica¡e of
Fitness, shall be issued; the latter only if Lhe periodical survey covering
all the other requirements of the Bulk Chenical Codes has been saLisfactorily
carried out.

5.5.2 If a survey shows that the condition of the ship'or its equipment is
unsatisfactory, the surveyor or recognized organization should be guided by

the requirement,s of regulation I0(2)(c).

***

J

I,¡/4980V
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