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THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 3M of the Convention on the International Maritime 

Organization concerning the functions of the Committee, 

RECALLING ALSO Article 8 and Protocol I of the International Convention 

for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol 

of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78), concerning reports on incidents 

involving harmful substances, 

RECALLING FURTHER resolution MEPC 21(22) by which it adopted amendments 

to Protocol I of MARPOL 73/78, 

RECOGNIZING tnat States Parties to the International Convention relating 

to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties (1969) 

and the Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Marine 

Pollution by Substances other than Oil (1973) may take such measureS on the 

high seas as may be necessary to prevent, mitigate or eliminate grave and 

imminent danger to their coastline or related interests from pollution or 

threat of pollution of the sea by oil and suostances other than oil following 

upon a maritime casualty or Bcts related to such a casualty, which may 

reasonably be expected to result in majoc narhful consequences, 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the need foe coastal States to be informed by the Master 

of an assisting ship or a sbip undertakiag salvage of particulars of action 

taken and the incident, 
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RECOGNIZING FURTHER that an incident involving damage, failure or 

breakdown of the ship, its machinery or equipment could give eise to a 

significant threat of pollution to coastlines or related interests, 

NOTING resolution A.447(XI) by whicn Interim Guidelines for Reporting 

Incidents Involving Harmful Substances were adopted as an interim measure, 

NOTING FURTHER that the Assembly at its fourteenth session requested the 

Committee to adopt and issue revised Guidelines to supersede the Guidelines 

contained in resolution A.447(XI), 

HAVING CONSIDERED proposals for a revision of the Guidelines, 

1. ADOPTS the Guidelines for Reporting Incidents Involving Harmful 

Substances, the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present 

resolution to supersede the Interim Guidelines contained in resolution 

A.447(XI); 

2. RECOMMENDS Member Governments and States Parties to the Protocol of 197H 

relating to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 

Ships, 1973 to implement the Guidelines. 
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GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING INCIDENTS INVOLVING HARMFUL SUBSTANCES 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Tne intent of these guidelines is to enable coastal States and other 

interested parties to be informed without delay of any incident giving rise to 

pollution, or threat of pollution, of the marine environillent, as well as of 

assistance and salvage measures, so that appropriate action may be taken. 

2 HOW TO MAKE REPORTS 

The report should be transmitted Ln the following manner: 

.1 to the nearest coastal State through an appropriate coast station 

preceded by the safety signal (if the incident affects the safety of 

navigation) or by the urgency signal (if it affects the safety of 

ship or persons); 

.2 on appropriate frequencies (in the bands 40S-52j ~H~, 1605-2850 kHz 

or 156-174 MHz); 

.3 when the ship is not within reach of an MF or VHF coast station, to 

the most appropriate HF coast station or on the relevant maritime 

satellite communication system; 

.4 when the snip is within or near an area for whicn a ship reporting 

system has been establisbed, to tbe designated snore establishment 

responsible for operation of that system. 

3 CONTENTS OF REPORTS 

The report should contain the following specific information: 

.1 name of ship, call slgn and flag; 

.2 frequency or rsdio channel guarded; 
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.3 name, address, telex Bnd telepnone number of the S.llp'S owner and 

representative (Charterer, manager or operator of tl,e ship or th~ir 

agent); 

.4 type of Ship, (e.g. oil tanKer, cnemical tanKer, dry cargo snip) and 

gross tonnage; 

.5 date and time (UTe) of tne occurrence of the incid~nt; 

.0 brief descripti0n of incident (including damage sustained); 

.7 position, cour~e and speed at time of incident, as appropriate; 

.~ tne correct technical name (trade names should not be used, if 

possible), quantity, and concentration of the harmful substance 

diSCharged or liKely to be discnarged into the sea; and 

.9 type and quantity of cargo carried, harmful substances t~ be 

specified. 

4.1 Immediately followin5 or as soon a~ possiole after the transmission of 

tne information referred to in section 3, as much as possible of the following 

information essential for toe protection of the marine environment 8S 

appropriate to the incideat snould be reported: 

.1 condition of toe snip, as relevant; 

.2 aoility to transfer cargO/ballast; 

.3 cause of the disChar6e; 

.4 wnether the discnarge is continuing, and the approximate quantity 

diSCharged; 

.5 weatner on scene, sea and current conditions; 
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.6 estimate of the spill movement, if possiole include an estimate of 

the surface area of the spill; 

.7 actions being taken with regard to the discharge and tn~ movement of 

the ship; 

.8 assistance which has been cequested from or which has been provided 

by others; 

.9 correct technical name, UN number, IMO Dangerous Goods Class and 

manufacturer of the harmful substance; 

.10 type of packaging includiog identification marKS and whetner in 

packaged form, freight containers, portable tanks, road and rail 

vehicles or shipborne barges; 

.11 whether the lost pacKaged harmful substance floated or sank; 

.12 estimate of the quantity and likely condition of the packaged 

harmful substance. 

4.2 In the case of a sinking or stranding, suitable arrangements should be 

made for these reports to be supplemented as soon as possible by the full 

dangerous goods list or manifest, stowage plan and details of damage to the 

ship and likely state of the cargo. 

5 PROBABILITY OF DISCHARGE 

5.1 The probability of a discharge resulting from damage to the snip or its 

equipment is a reason for making a report. In judging whether there is such a 

probability and whether the report should be made, the following factors, 

among others, should be taken into account; 

.1 the nature of the damage, failure or breakdown of the Ship, 

machinery or equipment; and 

.2 sea and wind state and also traffic density ~n the area at the time 

and place of the incident. 
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5.2 It is reco~niz~d th~t it would be impractic~ble tu l~y down PCPCISI! 

detinitions of all types of incidents involving probable dischaq~c whir.t\ would 

warrant 81"1 obligation to report. Nevertheless as <l g~nf'rRl ~lIid('linp, Ihr~ 

mast~r of the ship should make reports in cases 0[: 

.1 damage, failure or brellkdown which ilffects the s:!fety of sll LPS, 

Examples of such incidf'nts are collision, groundi_ng, fire, 

pxplosion, structural failure, tlooding. C.1cgo shifting; lind 

.2 failllre or breakdown of machinery or equipment which Ct';sults to thl' 

impairment of the safety ot navigation. Examples of such inc identH 

are fllilure or breaKdown of steering ge~r, propulsion plont, 

electrical generating system, essential shipbornp navigational ~ids. 

REPORTS ON ASSISTANCE OR SALVAGE 

0.1 Whenever a ship lS engaged in or requested to engage in {In operation to 

render assistance to or undertake salvage of a Ship involv~d tn an incid~nt 

ref~rred to in suo-paragraph 1(a) or l(b) of Article II of Protocol of 

MARPOL 73/7t3, 8S amended, the Master of the former sh.ip Should report wilhollt 

delay the particulars of the action undertaken or planned. In <lddition hp. 

should report, as far as practicaole, on t~e items referred to in sections 3 

and 4. Reports should be made in accordance with section 2 and tne coastal 

State should be kept informed regarding developments. 

7 ACTION BY GOVERNMENTS 

7.1 Governments ahould issue appropriate instructions to coast stations, 

Coast Earth Stations (CES) and designated shore e6tablisnmen~s responsible for 

operation of any ship reporting system to ensure that reports are relayed 

without delay to the officer or agency designated to receive and process such 

reports, and to ensure that the officer or agency relays the report without 

delay to any coastal State which may be affected. 

ANNEX 11 
Resolution MEPC 22(22) 

GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING INCIDENTS INVOLVING HARMFUL SUBSTANCES 
adopted on 5 December 1985



, . 

7.2 Affected States which may requ1re 

MEPC 22/21 
MEPC 22/21/Add.l 
ANNEX 11 
Page 7 

relevant to the 

should take into account the circumstances in which tne Master is and 

should endeavour to their requests for additional information. 

*** 
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TENTATIVE LIST OF SUBSTANTIVE: ITEMS TO BE INCLJDED IN THE. AGENDAS FOR nm 
TWENTY-THIRD, TWENTY-F'OURTH AND TWENTY-FIFTH SESSIONS 

(items that msy require consideration by ad hoc working or drafting 
groups during the session are indicated by (WG) or CDG») 

Status of Conventions 

Report of the 
Sub-Committee on 
Bull<. Chemicals 
WorK of other bodies 

Uniform interpretation 
of MARPOL 73/713 

Updating of the list 
of chemicals 

Provision of reception 
facilities 

Oily-water separators 
and monitoring equipment 

Implementation of 
Annex III of 
MARPOL 73/78 and 
amendments to the 
IMDG Code to cover 
pollution aspects 

Implementation of 
Annexes IV and V 
of MARPOL 73/7 'd 

Implications of the 
harmonized system of 
system of survey and 
certification 
on MARPOL 73/78 

Technical assistance 
programme 

MEPC 2.; 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

MEPC 24 MEPC 25 

x x Continuous 

x x Continuous 

x x Continuous 

x x Co n t 1. nuo IJ ~~ 

x Continuous 

x x Continuous 

x x C:on t -i nUO'H 

x x Continu;)u,;; 

x x Cont inu()u$ 

x 

x x Continuous 
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12 Regional anti-pollution 
arrangements 

12.1 developments in various 
sea areas of the UNEP 
Regional Seas Programme 

12.2 Arrangements for Combating 
Major Incidents or Threats 
of Marine Pollution 
(res. A.587(l4)) 

13 Enforcement of pollution 
conventions~ 

14 

13.1 

13.2 

Violations of 
conventions and 
penalties imposed 

Casualty investi­
gations in relation 
to marine pollution 

Identification of the 
sources of discharged oil 

15 Anti-Pollution Manuala~ 

16 

17 

IB 

3248V 

15.1 Manual on spillages 
of hazardous sub­
stances other tban oil 

Section 2 - Recovery of 
packaged goods 
lost overboard 

15.2 Manual on oil pollution 

Section II - Contingency 
planning 

Section IV - Practical infor­
mation on dealing 
with oil spillages 
(including oil 
spill dispersants) 

Identification of particularly 
sensitive areas 

Updating of action plan 

Standardization of reporting 

MEPC 23 MEPC 24 MEPC 25 Target Date 

x x x Continuous 

x 

x x Continuous 

x x x Continuous 

x 1987 

xCwc) X(WG) 1987 

x x 1988 

x x 1988 

1986 

x x Continuous 

x 
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