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RESOLUTION OF THE THilID CONSULTATIVE MEm1IllG ON 
mcmERATION AT SEA 

LDC Resolut ion 5(III) adopted on 12 October 1978 

TBE THIRD CONSULTATI VE MEETING , 

RECALLillG.Article I of the Conventi on on the Prevention of Marine Pollution 

by Dumping of Wastes and Other Mat t er, which provides that Contracting Parties 

shall individually and coll ectively promote the effective control of all sources 

of pollution of the marine environment, 

HAVING NOTED the use of incinerat i on at sea as a means of di sposal of 

wastes containing highly toxic substances and the consequent risks of marine 

and atmospheric pollution which may result from this process, 

DESIRING ·to prevent such pollution and to minimize the risk of hazards 

to other vessels or interference with other legi timate uses of the sea which 

could arise from incineration operations at sea, 

RECOGNIZING present methods of incineration at sea as being an interim 

method of disposal of wastes pending the development of environmentally better 

solutions , consi dering at all times the best availabl e technology, 

AFFIRMING that the intention of the adopt~on of mandatory provisions for 

the control of incineration at sea is not · to increase the amounts and kindr ·,f 

wastes or other matter incinerated at sea for which there are avail abl e 

practical alternative land-based methods of treatment, disposal or elinination, 

REAFFIRMING that, in accordance with Article IV(3) of the Convention , 

Contracting Parties can apply additional regulations for incineration a t sea 

on a national basis , 

NOTING that Article VIII of t he Convention encourages Contracting Parties, 

within the framework of r egional conventions, to develop further agreements 

reflecting the conditions of the geographical area concerned, 

REX}ALLING the decision of the Second Consultative Meeting t hat provisions 

for the control of incineration at sea should be implemented by Contracting 

Parties on a mandatory basis in the form of a legal instrument adopted within 

the framework of the Convention (LDC II/11, .Annex II), 

HAVING CONSIDERED the proposed amendments to the Annexes of the Convention 

for the control of incineration at sea contained in the Report of t he Ad Hoc 

Group of Legal Experts on Dumping, 
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ADOPTS the following aoendments to the Annexes to the Convention in 

accordance with .Articles XIV(4)(a) and XV(2) thereof: 

(a) addition of a paragraph 10 to Annex I; 

(b) addition of a paragraph E to Annex II ; and 

(c) addition of an Addenduo to Annex I, containing Regulations for 

the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other Matter at Sea, 

the texts of which are set out in AttachEent to this Resolution, 

ENTRUSTS the Inter-Governnental Maritine Consultative Organization with 

the task of ensuring, in collaboration with the Governoents of France, Spain, 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kingdou, that the texts 

of the above AoendDents are drawn up by 1 Deceober 1978 in all official 

languages of tho Convention ui th the linguistic consistency in each text, 

which would then becoQe the authentic text of the Annexes to the Convention 

in the English, French, Russian and Spa.nish longua.ges, 

RESOLVES that f or the purposes of .Articles XIV(4)(a) and XV(2) of the 

Convention, 1 Deceober 1978 shall be treated as ~he date of the adoption of 

the aoendDents, 

REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the Organization to inforo Contracting 

Parties of the above-nentioned aoendoents, 

REQUESTS the Ad Hee Group on Incineration at Sea to prepare draft Technical 

Guidelines for the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other 118.ttor at Sea 

with a view to adoption by the Fourth Consultative Meeting, 

INVITES Contracting Parties to impleoent, ae an interim oeasure, the 

existing Technical Guidelines (LDC II/11, Annex II, with aoendoents (IAS/9, 

Jmnex IV)) and the notification procedure set out in Annex 2 to LDC III/12. 
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Attaobment 

.AMENDMENl'S TO ANNEXIS TO THE COHVEtfl'IOH 
ON THE PREVElll'IOH a, MARINE POLLl7l'ION 
BY DUMPiliG OF WASTES AND OMER ~ 

CONCERNING mCINER.ATION Kr SEA 

The following p8£MF!ph shall be eQ.4ed to Amlex Is 

10. Paragraphs 1 and 5 of this Annex do not apply to the disposal of uastEc::: 

o:: o·~her matter referred to in these paragraphs by means of incinerat:!..on 2 .. .., ,oa. 

Incinc~ation of such wastes or other matter at aea requires a prior Sl)Ccic...' 

pe:...uit. In the issue of special permita for incineration the Contractinc 

Parties shall apply the Regulations for the Control of Incineration or 1:uc~e~ 

end O·~her Hatt-er at Sea set forth in the Addendum to this Annex ( which shn..1. l 

constitute an integral pa.rt of this Annex) and take full account of the 

Technical Guidelines on the Control of Incineration of Wastes and 0-chei· : .. ..c;~ ~e:.· 

,i;i; flea adopted by the Contracting Parties in consultation. 

The following pa.ryraph shall be added to Appex IIJ 

E. In the issue of special permi ta for the incineration of substances ru11''1. 

materials listed in this Annex, the Contracting Parties shall apply the 

Regulations for the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other Hatter 2 t ·:h. 

set forth in the Addendum to Annex I and take full account of the Technical 

Guidelines on the Control of Incineration of Wastes and Other Matter at ~ea 

adopted by the Contracting Parties in consultation, to the extent specified ir. 

these Regulations and Guidelines. 
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ADDENDUM 

REGUI.aTIOI!S '.roR THE CONTROL OF INCIEERAT!ON OF 
W/.STES AND OTHER MATTER AT ~ 

PART I 

REGULATION 1 

Definitions 

For the purposes of this lddendun: 

(1) "Harine incir.cro.tion facility" means a vessel, platfom, or other 

nan-oc.de struct\l2'e operating for the purpose of incineration at sea, 

(2) "Incineration at sea" oeane the deliberate coobustion of wastes or other 

natter on na.rine incineration facilities for the purpose of their theroal 

destruction. Activities incidental to the nortlal operation of vessels, 

platforos or other nan-oade structures a.re excluded froo the scope of this 
definition. 

REGULti.TION 2 

1...pplioation 

(1) Part II of these Regulations shall apply to the following wastes or other 

natter: 

(a) those referred to in po.ragraph l of Annex I; 

(b) pesticides and their by- products not covered in Annex I. 

(2) Contracting Parties shall first consider the practical availability of 

alternative land-based oethods of treat ment, disposal or olinination, or of 

treatoent to r ender the wastes or other oatter less ha.rofu.l, before issuing 

a pernit f or incineration at sea in accordance with these Regulations. 

Incineration at sea sho.11 in no way bo interpreted as discouraging progress 

towards environr"lentnJ.ly better solutions including the developoent of new 

techniques. 

(~) Incineration at sea of wastes or other oa.tter referred to in para.graph 10 

of linnex I and po.ragraph E of /..nnex II , other than thoee referred to in 

paragraph (1) of this Regulation, shall be controlled to the satisfaction 

of the Contracting Pa:rty issuing the special pemit. 

(4) Incineration a.t sea. of wastes or other IJB.tter not referred to in 

paragraphs (1) and (3) of this Regulation shall be subject to a. general perrait. 
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(5) In the issue of peroita referred to in paragraphs (3) and (4) of this 

Regulation, the Contracting Parties shall take f'ull account of all applicable 

provisions of these Regulations and the Technical Guidelines on the Control of 

Incineration of Waste and Other Matter at Sea for the waste in question. 

Pl.RT II 

REGULATION 3 

Approval and Surveys of the Incineration Systen 

(1) The incineration systeo for every proposed narine incineration facility 

shall be subject to the surveys specified below. In accordance with 

Article VII(l) of the Convention, the Contracting Party which proposes to issue 

an incineration pernit shall ensure that the surveys of the oarine incineration 

facility to be used have been coopleted and the incineration aystcn conplies 

with the provisions of these Regulations. If the initial ourvey is cr1rried out 

under the direction of a Contracting Party a special pernit, which specif ieo 

the testing requireoento, shall be issued by the Party. The results of ea.ch 

survey shall be recorded in a survey report. 

(a) .ln initial survey shall be carried out in order to ensure t hat 

during the incineration of waste and other oatter conbustion and 

destruction efficiencies a.re in excess of 99.9 per cent . 

(b) As a part of the initial survey the State under whose direction 

the survey is being carried out shall: 

(i) approve the siting, type and nanner of use of tenperature 
oeaeuring devices; 

(ii) approve the gas sanpling systeo including probe l ocat ions, 

analytical devices, and the oanner of recording; 

(iii) ensure that approved devices have been installed to autonatically 

shut off the f eed of waste to the incinerator if the t enperaturo 

drops below approved r:dnioura ter.rperatures; 

(iv) ensure that there are no neons of disposing of wastes or other 

1:1atter from the oa.rina incineration facility except by neans 

of the incinerat or during nornal operations; 

(v) approve the devices by which feed rates of waste and f uel axe 

controlled and recorded; 
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(vi) confi...-o the perfo:roanco of the inc~eration syeten by testing 

under intensive stacl: oonitor~, includinc the 1;1easureoente of 

o2, CO, co2, halocrenated orsa.nic content, and total hydrocarbon 

content using- wa.etes typical of those expected to be incinerat)d 

( c) The incineration syeteo shall be surveyed at least every two yea.re t , 

onauro 'that tho incinora.tor continues to conply with those m~gulationa 

The ocopo of the bionnia.l survey shall be booed upon an evaluation 01' 

oparnting data and oo.intananco reoords for the previous two years. 

(2) Following the oatisfacto;:y conpletion of a survey, a foro of npproval shnll 

be issued by a Contracting Party if the incineration syeteo :la found to be in 

cooplia.noe with these Rcgula.tiona. 11 copy of the survey report shall be 

a.t+.ached to tho foro of approval. A fore of approval issued by a Contractinc; 

Party shall bo recognized by othor Co??,tracting Parties unless there a.re clear 

grounds for boliovinc that the incineration eyetec is not in conpliance with 

these Regulations. A copy of each foro of approval and survey report shall bo 

suboitted to the Organization. 

( 3) After any survey has been coopleted, no significant chanBes which could 

affect the perforoance of the incineration syeteo shall bo tl.llde without 

approval of tho Contro.oting Party which hns issued the foro of approval. 

REGUUTION 4 

Wastes Requiring Special Studies 

(1) Where a Contracting Party ho.a doubts ns to the theroal destructibility of 

th~ w::i.13t,~s ~ other I:lll.tter proposed for . inQinerntion, pilot scale toete shall be 

undet'taken. 

(2) Where n Contracting Party proposes to pare.it incinora.tion of wastes or 

o·ther catter ovor which doubts a.a to the eff i ciency of coobustion oxist, the 

incineration systet1 shall be subject to tho saoe intensive stack monitoring as 

required for tho initial. incineration syeteo survey. Conside~~tion sho.11 be 

Given to the eanpling of porticulo.tes, to.king into account the solid content of 

the we.etas. 

(3) The m.ni.Duo·a.pproved fltu!l8 tecpero.ture ,nw.11 be thnt specified in 

Regulation 5 unless tho results of tests on the I:lllrine incineration fo.cility 

dooonetro.te t~t the required coobustion ond destruction efficiency can be 

achieved o.t a lower tempernture. 
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(4) The results of epccicl stuGics refe:rred to in pa.ra.graphs (1), (2) and (3 ) 
, 

of this Regulation ehn.11 be recorded a.nd o.tto.ched to the survey report. fl 

copy shall be sent to the Orennization. 

REGULll.TION 5 

Opora.tiono.l Ilcguireoonte 

·(1) The opcra.tion of the incinora.tion eystetl shall be controlled son.a to 

ensure tha.t tho incineration of wastes or other catter does not toke place at 

a flru::ie teoperaturc loss thm'l 1250 degrees centigrade, except as provided for 
in Reeula.tion 4. 

(2) The coobustion efficiency shall be at lea.st 99.95 ! O.O~fo baaed on: 

cco - cco 
Conbuation eff icioncy = · 2 x 100 

cco 
2 

whore Ceo = conccntra.tion of cn.:rbon dioxide in the coobustion go.sea 
2 

Ceo = concentration of carbon oonoxide in the coobustion GD,ees . 

(3) Thero shall be no bla.ck er-oke nor flaoo extension above the plane of the 
stack. 

(4) The raari..~c incinc=ation facility ab.all reply prooptly to ra.dio calls at 

all tines during the incineration. 

I?EGUU1..TIOW 6 

Record.yu\ Devices and Records 

(1) Marine incineration faoilitico shall utilize recording devices or methods 

ns approved under Reeulation 3. As a oinioum, the following data shall be 

recorded durincr ca.ch incineration operation and retained for inspection by the 

Contrnctinff Party who has issued the peroit: 

(o.) continuous tenperaturo oeo.aureoents by approved teopera.ture 

oeo.eurinff levicos; 

(b) date and tine during incineration and record of wnate being 
incinerated; 

(c) veaaol _pooition by appropriate na.vign.tional ceans; 
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(d) feed rates of wn.sto and fuol - for liquid wa.stos and fuel the flow 

rate shall bo continuously recorded; the latter requirenont docs not 

apply to ver-sele operating on or before 1 January 1979; 

(e) CO and co2 concentration in combustion ga.ees; 

(f) vessel's co'U!:'so and speed. 

( 2) . 1~pprov.ll f oms iosuod, copies of survey reports prepared in accordance with 

Regulation 3 and copies of incineration permits issued for the wastes or other 

no.tter to bo incinerated on tho facility bye. Contracting Party shall be kept at 

the oarinc incineration facility. 

REGULli.TION 7 

Control over the Na:t~c of W::i.etos Incinerated 

A peroit application for tho incinorntion of wastes or other ~ttor nt so~ 

shall include inforLntion on tho charo.cterietics of wo.otes or other oo.tter 

sufficient to cooply with tho requirements of Regulation 9. 

REGULti.TION 8 

Incineration Sites 

(1) Provisions to bo considered in establishing criteria 6()Vernina the 

selection of incineration sites shall include, in addition to those 

listed in i~nnex III to the Convention, tho following: 

(n) the ntraoopheric dispersal cha.:racteristics of the area - including wind 

speed o.nd direction, attioepheric stability, frequency of inversions 

and fog, precipi to.tion types and anounts, hum.di ty - in order to 

detercine the potential icpa.ct on t ha surrounding environnent of 

~ollutonta role~eed fron the marine incineration facility, ep.vincr 

po.rticulo.r nttontion to the possibility of atoosphoric tro.neport of 

polluto.nta to conato.1 aroe.a; 

(b) oocr.nic dispersal cha.racteristics of the area in order to eva.l.unte 

the potentia.l inpnct of pluce intero.ction with the water surface ; 

(c) availability of no.vigc.tione.1 nids. 

(2) The coordinates of poroanently desiBE1D,ted incineration zonos shall be 

widoly d.iasooinntod and cotJIJUnica.ted to tho OrBS,nization. 
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REGULATION 9 

Nojifioation 

Contracting Parties ah&ll comply with notitioation procedures adopted 
by the Parties in consultation. 
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