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RESOLUTION A.510(XII) 

adopted on 20 November 1981 

LONG-TERM WORK PROGRAMME OF THE ORGANIZATION 

THE ASSEMBLY, 

RECALLilJ'G its resolution A.456(XI) by which it approved the long-term 

programme of work to be undertaken by the Organization in the period up to 

1986, 

RECALLilJ'G ALSO that it requested the Council, the Maritime Safety Committee, 

the Legal Committee, the Marine :Environment Protection Committee and the 

Facilitation Committee to keep this programme under continuing review in the 

light of developments in the work of the Organization, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the proposals of the Council for a lo~term work 

programme which has been prepared in the light of recommendations from the 

Maritime Safety Committee, the Legal Committee, the Marine :Environment 

Protection Committee and the Facilitation Committee, 

1. .APPROVES for inclusion in the long-term programme of work of the 

Organization the subjects listed in the Annex to the present resolution, 

2. REQUESTS the Council, the Maritime Safety Committee, the Legal Committee, 

the Marine Environment Protection Committee and the Facilitation Committee 

to keep this programme under continued review in the light of developments 

in the work of the Organization, bearing in mind the directives contained 

in resolution A.500(XII) on the objectives of the Organization in the 1980s. 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates 
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies. 
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SUBJECTS FOR COl~SIDEHATIOM Ill ~fiIE LOl~G-TlilllM UOBK PBOGRAI-1HE 

The following is an indicative list of subjects for conside:cation by the 

Haritime Safety Committee, the Legal Committee, the Maxine Environment !Totec-tion 

Committee and the Facilitation Committee for the period up to 1988. The list 

is not exhaustave and the subjects are not listed in an order of priority. 

MARITIME S~ CONMITTEE 

1. Heasures to improve maritime safety and efficiency of navigation in 

general, including: 

(a) implementation, technical interpretation and improvement of 

conventions, codes, recommendations and guidelines; 

(b) pi"Ocedures for the control of ships including deficiency reports; 

(c) casualty statistics and investigations into serious casualties; and 

(d) implementation of harmonized sui~ey and certification requirements 

and additional guidelines for su:.~ey and certification. 

2. Training, watchkeeping and operational procedures for maritime personnel 
including seafarers, fishermen, maritime pilots and those responsible for 

~itime safety in mobile offshore units. 

3. The manning of sea-going ships. 

4. Hea.sures to: improve navigational safety, including shf.pa! routeing, 

requirements and standard$ for navigation aids and ship movement reporting 

systems and the design and la;yout of ships' bridges. 

5. The global maritime distress and safety system and other maritime 

racliocommunication matters including navigational warning seiyices, 

shipboi""l'le radio equipment and operational proceduxes. 

6. Sui"'Vival in case of ma:ri time casualties and distress, including life-saving 

appliances and the provision of maritime search and rescue services and 

their possible haxmonization with aeronautical search and rescue. 
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7. The safe carriage of ti.I:lber, g.rcJin and other cargoes by sea, i11cluclil1.g 

bulk solic1 dangezous goods, containers nnd vehicles [' .. nd dangeroua goods 

carried therein or in packcged fom, portable tfll'lks, unit loads, shipbome 

barges or intermediate bulk corrbadneza (IBCs). 

a. Emergency procedures and safety measures for ships ca.n7ing dangerous goods, 

medical first aid in case of accidents involving dangerous goods and the 

safe use of pesticides in shf.pa, 

9. The safe h£'.ndling and storage of dangerous goods in port areas, 

10. Intact stability, subdivision, damage stability and load lines for all 

types of ships. 

11. Tonnage measurement of ships. 

12. Safety considerations foJ: machtnezy and electrical installations. 

13. Mnnoeuvrabili ty of intact and disabled ohips. 

14. Cont:rol of noise and related vibration levels on boazx, ships. 

15. Matters pertaining to fire safety in all types of ships. 

16. Safety aspects of the design, construction e.nd equipment of e..11 types 
of ohips, such a.a fishing vessels, oil tankers, chemicDJ. tankers, gas 

carriers, dynamically supported era.ft, mobile offshore drilling units, 

special pilr!)ose ships, offshore supply vessels, nuclear merchant ships, 

roll-on/roll-off ships, barge carriers, dry cargo ships carrying dangezoua 
chemicals in cargo tnnks , barges car:i.7i11g dangerous chemicals in. bulk and 

diving systems. 

17. Co-operation with the United Nations end other internc.tional bodies on topics 

such as e 

(a) carriage of do.ngerouo goods by all modes; 

(b) freight container safety in t~.nsport by all modes; 

( c) maritime training, the a'U'llrlng of oea-going ships, ,m cchkeepfng encl 

operational procedures; 
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(d) navigation safety and rndio matters; 

(e) safety of fishing· vessels; 

(f) noise levels on board ships; 

(g) safety of nuclear merchant ships; 

(h) safety of offshoi~ uni ts; · 

(i) helicopter facilities on boo.rd various types of ships; and 

(j) diving system. 

18. 11. poo::Ji.~le sil1glo (~i!iod) il1to::..111r~tiona.l inotrunont (i.o. one 

comprehensive convention concerning safety of life at sea and marine 

environment protection) i.'lcorporating and superseding all relevant 

conventions and instrUJJ.ents currently applicable, lrhich might include: 

1974 SOLAS Convention 

1978 SOLAS Protocol 

1966 Load Line Convention 
lili.PiPOL 73/{8 
Bulk.Chemical Code 

Gas Cn.rrier Code 

LEG.AL COMMI'I'l.1".iliJ 

1. Draft convention on civil jurisdiction, choice of law, recognition and 

enforcement of judgements in matters of collision at sea~ 

2. Draft convention on offshore mobile craft. 

~). Consideration of the legal ababus of novel types of era.ft, such as 

ai:t'-cushio11 vehicles, operating in the marine environment. 

4. A possible convention on wreck zomova .. l and relatec1 issues. 

5. A possible convention on the regime of vessels in foreign ports. 

6. .urrest of sea-going ships. 

7. Legal status of Ocenn D~ta Acquisition Systems (OMS). 

8. Possible review of the 1926 B:;,."Usaels Convention for the Unification of 

Cerla.in Rules i-elating to I1ari ti.De Liens and Mortgages, and the 1967 
revision thereof. 

9. Possible review of the CMI Bzuase'la Conventions with a vie,·r to thei:r- being 

replaced by updated conventions under the auspices of nroo. 
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MAPL!IIiJi ENVIROlJ!-IBNT PROTECT I OH corn UTT.Gill 

I. Principel objectiveo 

1. Solution of technical p=oblems involved in the ioplementation of the 

Intemational Convention for the Prevention of Pollution frOI!l Ships, 

1973, e.s modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto 
(I--Tll.I'iPOL 73/78), inclttclincr examtnataon of the probf.eraa of the 

implementation of MABPOL 73/rS In relation to the protection of the 

marine environment in special areas, 

2. Development of suitable procedures :tor the enforcement of conventions 

relat.L,g to mn.rine pollution, 

3. Promotion of technical co-oper~tion, including the development of 

regional arrangements on co-operation to combat pollution in cases 

of emergency. 

II. Specific subjects 

1. Unifom interpretation e.nd application of the provisions of 
l!.'\.BPOL 73/18 and possible amendmonbs thereto.; 

2. Reception facilities for residues. 

3. Oil discharge and control systems, including those for light 

refined oils. 

4. Updating of specifications and manual for crude oil washtng systems 

and dedicated clee~1 ballast tanks. 

5. Procedures for the control of ships ~d certificates e.nd the control 

of discharges from ships, 

6. Surveys and certification of ships under HL.RPOL 73/18. 

7. Pena'l ties for infringenent of convention provisions. 

8. Casual, ty inves-tigations in relation to mcrdrie pollution. 

9. Pl."Ouotion of regional er:r.e.ngeoents for combating marine pollution, 

10. Development and ti.pdating of the e..nti-pollution manual., 

11. Identification of the sotU'ce of discharged oil~ 

12. Reporting system of incidents to ships cc.usincr pollution or threat 

of pollution., 
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13. Ia.entifica tion of lk,'\r°ticula.rly sensitive sea areas . 

14. -Development of a manuc..-:u on intervention under the 1969 Convention 

relating to Inte:rvention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution 

CesueJ.ties and the 1973 Protocol relating to Intervention on the High 

Seas in Cases or I1arine Pollution by Substances other thaJ.1 Oil. 

15. Categorization of liquid substances, 

16. Procedures and arra11gements for the discharge of noxtoue liquid 

substances<i 

17. ~evention of pollution by noxious solid substances in bulk. 

FACILITATIQ! COIDYJJ:TTi]TI 

1 • .- The implementation, teclm.ical interpretation and improvement of the 

Convention on Fti..cilitation of International Marit-ime Traffic, 1965, and 

its Annex, 

2. Facilitation activities within the Organization, .including promotionru. 

aoti vi ties in co-opeza tion with Member Govei~ents, Contrc'Jcting Governments 

and organizations concerned; and also includ.il'lg' facilitation aspects of 

foms and certificates emana~ing from other activities of the Organization. 

3. llICO policy on automatic data procesoing of shipping documents and 

doct1ments used for the clearance of ships. 

4. Exe..mination mid :possible adaptation of elements of conventions, codes and 

recommendations of a facilitative nature elaboreJted by other or~..nizations. 

5. Co11aideration and fomulation of proposals for amendments to the 

Convention or its Annex concei"l'ling: 

(a) temporary importation of specielized cargo handling gear 

(hc~noniza.tion with the "Kyoto" Convention); 

(b) facilitation aspects of the intennodal transport of dangerous goods. 

6. Fomali tics connected. with the o.rri rc.J., stay and departure of ships. 

r. Fomal.i ties connected with the arri V!'.l, stt1.y and departu:re o:f persons • 

a. Fom.aliti.es connected with the m--riw:J., stay and departure of cargo. 
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