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Blum.A.TRY, UHL.AWFUL SEIZURE OF SHIPS .AND THEIB 
CARGOES MID OTHER FORMS OF MARITIME FRAUD 

THE .ASSEMBLY, 

REC.ALLING its resolution A.461(XI) on barratry and unlawful seizure of ships 

and their cargoes and in particviar its request to the Council to provide for a 
study of the matter on the basis of highest priority and report the results of its 

efforts to the Assembly at its twelfth regular session, 

NOTTI-JG WITH SATISFACTION the extensive studies undertaken by the Ad Hoc 

Worldng Group appointed by the Council to examine the subject. 

NOTING FURTHER that the Working Grvu.p was requested to keep in mind the need 

to prevent and suppress acts of barratry, unlawful seizure of ships and their 

cargoes and other forms of maritime fraud and the need to safeguard the 

legitimate rights of all persons and authorities concerned, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the proposals made ~Y the Council in the light of the 

recommendatioi1s of the Working Group, 

BEING ANXIOUS to promote concerted action by all relevant parties and 

interests for the prevention and suppression of fraudulent acts which gravely 

endanger the integrity of international sea-borne trade, 

1. RECOGNIZES the important and crucial role which self-regulation by the 

relevant commercial and industrial interests must play in combating maritime fraud 

in all its forms; 

2. NOTES WITH SATISFACTION that these interests are fully aware of the 

seriousness of the problem created by maritime fraud and the necessity of their 

co-operating with each other and with Governments and inter-governmental 

organizations to the fullest possible extent9 

3. NOTES vJITH .APPROVAL the :positive results achieved by the various interests 

and organizations in promoting studies into the nature and conseg_uences of 

maritime fraudj including the orga.niz~tion of training schemes and seminars and 

the publication of well-documentecl inf orma+Lon, in particular the Guide to the 

Prevention of r.Taritime Fraud of the International Chamber of Commerce; 
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4. 1Lllff~QI.D]S the work of tho Intc1.national Chrunber of Oomaerce in combat.ing 

mo..ritime fraud end, in pa.rticu.lc:r, the positive and constructive initiative 
takan to set up the Intornationru. No.ritime Bureau; 

5. URG.~S afL interests and organizations concerned to co-operate fully ,,ri th 
the International Chamber of Commerce and , as appropriate, with its Internation~.l 

Ifa.ri time Bureau in tald.11g effective measures and exchanging informc.tion for the 

further prevention of maritime frat1d, bearing in mind that measures relating to 

documentation must not prejudice the facilitation of international maritime 

traffic and trade; 

6. RTIGOGlUZJJS that the ratifice,tion a.110. effective implementation of Il!le01o 

conventions ru1d other appropriate intei"llational. instruments relating to 

maritime safety, in particular those d,ealing with the trc1.inincr and certification 

of seafarers e.nd the procedures for the control of sub-standard shi:ps adopted 

with a view to the evcntucl elimination of such sub-otandard. conditions, can 

make a contribution to _the pr~vcntion and oontrol of maritime fraud, end 
o.ccorclil1gly invites Governments to gi vo zenewed consicJ,eratio11 to the ra-'i;ificntion 

of tl1e conventions e..i.1c1 instrumonts and application of the ~esul ting procedures; 

7. Ii.TVIT.JS Govcrnr:on-cs to review the provisions in thoir natio·naJ. law 

rel a tine; to the pzeverrtdon and suppression of all f oians of !14'1.ri time fraud and 
·i:;o maks such a.ddi tions or improvements as may be neceaaary for the proverrtaon 

and rmpp:rcssion of such acts and the sa.f cguarding of the interests of e.J.l 
pc.xtfos concoxned , having particular rccc:.rd to: 

( 2..) 11.clminis"l:;ration of national rogisters, i.."lcludine; the tratµlfer 

of ownexah.Ip o:c natdonal f ty or change of na.111~ of sh~ps; 

(b) Documerrtazy requirements, boa.ring in ·i;nino. that measuree 
rcl2.ting to documentation must not prejudice the facilitation 

of intcrnn/cioncl mcri tim0 trc..ffic and trnde; encl. 

(c) ll.J?propriate leg~i penalti~s for acts of maritime fraud; 

8. J?O?t.T:::llilR IHVITiJS Oovornnerrta to exainfno their natd.onal. law enrozcomerrt 

procedures and rcsor.::-ces_, i.ncJ.ucU.ng _the avmlabilit~r of. appropriately tra:j.noc1 
pezucnne ', and to tcl:o such ac+Ion as mc.y be necessary for the cff,~ctivc 

pr0vention, investigetion and detection of all forms of maritime f~aud and 

th0 prosecution of persons. ond bodieu involved; 
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9. IDlGJm Oovcmacrrbe to take o.11 possible raeasurea of co-operation with 

each other and ,,.d.th ap!Jropriatc inter-gov0rnrnental organizations and other 

interests in order to maintain and develop co-ordinated action in all 

relevant ez-eas to combat me.ri tir!c fraucl., includine the exchange of 
information and all c.ppropriate co-operation with the Intcmntional Eari-'dme 

Duzeau of tlw Irrteznatdona'I Chamber of Cornnerce; 

20. DJVITES Gover.nments and approp~iatc inte~"l'lational orcrc.nizationn to 

info!."ril the Secrcte~J-Geno:i;.,aJ. of legal, aclminir3trative and othe~ action -'cru.:cn 

or corrtemp'La'ted to implement the cims of this resolution; 

11. m1q;rr1JSTS the Counc LL to keep the :0at·tcr under review and take such 
furthe:i:· action as it nay consider nocesoary in the light of developments. 
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