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RE'SOLUTION A.489(XII) 

adopted on 19 November 1981 

SAFE STOWAGE .ANTI SECURING OF CARGO UNITS .AN]) OTHER ENTITIES 
- IN SHIPS OTHER THAN CELLULAR CONTAINER SHIPS 

THE ASSEMBLY, 

REC.ALLING .Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization, 

RECOGNIZING that there is a need to improve standards of stowage and 

securing of cargo units and other entities in ships other than cellular 

container ships, 

RECOGNIZING .ALSO that special attention should be paid to the stowage of 

cargo in cargo units and on vehicles, 

BELIEVING that the universal application of improved standards would be 

greatly facilitated if all cargo units, vehicles and other entities for shipment 

were provided with means for applying portable securing gear, 

CONSIDERING that a universal improvement in the standards could best be 

achieved on an international basis, 

1. ADOPI1S the Guidelines on the Safe Stowage and Securing of Cargo Uni ts and 

Other Entities in Ships other than Cellular Container Ships, the text of which 

is annexed to the present resolution; 

2. RECOMMENDS Governments to issue guidelines for the safe stowage and securing 

of cargo units and other entities in ships other than cellular container ships 

in conformity with the annexed Guidelines and, in particular, to require such 

ships entitled to fly the flag of their State to carry a Cargo Securing Manual 

as described in the annexed Guidelines. 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates 
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies. 
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GUIDELINES ON TEE SAFE STOWAGE /~D SECURING OF ozsoo UNITS 
JUlD OTHER ENTITIES IN SHIPS CYrBER TH.AN CELLULAR 

COl1TAINER SHIPS 

l Ca.r$'o unit~ and other.entities in this contert means wheeled co.rsc, 
containers, flats, pallets, portable tanks, paokBBE>d units, vehicles,eto. 
and parts of loading equipment \hich belon« to the ship end which are not 
fixed to the ship. 

2 These Guidelines apply to the securing of ca.rgo units or other 
entities on open or closed decks of ehips other then cellular container 
ships and shipo specia.l.ly designed end fitted for the purpose of ca.rryillg 
containers. Lpplice.tion of the Guidelines should alWfl¥s be at the master's 
discretion. 

3 Applicable· parts of the Interna,ti one.l.· Mari time DangerO\l.S Goods Code and 
resolution A.288(VIII) o~ stowage e.nd oecurins of containers on deck in ships 
whioh aro not speoia.lly designed and fitted for the purpose of carrying 
containers should be observed. 

4 Shippers' special advioo or guidelines regarding handling and stoweeo of 
individual car&0 units should be observed, 

5 When rea.sonabla, ca.rgo units and other entities should be p:t,lvided with 
means for safe application of portable securing gear. Such means should be ot 
sufficient strength to withstand the forces which may· bo encountered on board 

slli·ps in e. sec.way. 

6 ·ca.rgo units~ other entities should be stowed in a. aat'e manner and 
secured as neoeoa&t'Y' to pravent tipping and sliding. Due regard should be 
paid to 'the forces and accelerations to which the car10 uni ta and. other 
mtities may be subjected. 

7 Ships should be provided with fixed cargo securing arranpmenta end with 
portable securing gear, Information regarding technical proporties and 
practical application of the various items of securing equipment on board 
should be provided. 
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8 Administrations should ascertain that every ship to which these Guidelines 

apply is provided with a Cargo Securing Manual appropriate to the 

characteristics of the ship and its intended service, in particular tl1e ship's 

main dimensions, its hydrostatic properties, the weather and sea conditions 

which may be expected in the ship's trading area and also the cargo 

composition. 

9 vil1ere there is reason to suspect that cargo_ within any unit is packed or 

stowed in an unsatisfactory way, or that a vehicle is in a bad state of 

repair, or where the unit itself cannot be safely stowed and secured on the 

ship, and may therefore be a source of danger to ship or crew, such unit or 

vehicle should not be accepted for shipment, 

Cargo Securing Manual 

10 The information contained in the Cargo Securing Hanual should include 

the following items as appropriate: 

.1 details of fixed securing arrangements and their locations 

(pad-eye, eyebolts, elephant-feet, etc,); 

.2 location and stowage of portable securing gear; 

.3 details of portable securing gedX including an inventory of 

items provided and their strengths; 

.4 examples of correct application of portable securing gear on 

various cargo tmits, vehicles and other entities carried on 

the ship; 

,5 indication of the variation of transverse, longitudinal and 

vertical. accelerations to be expected in various positions on 

board the ship. 
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