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BASIC PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN KEEPING A NAVIGATIONAL 
WATCH ON BOAP..D FISHING VESSELS 

THE ASS]l'IBLY, 

RECALLING Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization, 

BEA-~ING IN MIND that Article III of the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watohkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 

excludes application to fishing vessels of the basic principles relating to 

watch.keeping given in that Convention, 

TAIITNG INTO ACCOUNT reconnnendation 39 of the International Conference on 

Safety of Life at Sea, 1960, 

DESIRING to promote safety of life at sea and protection of the marine 

environment, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendation made by the Maritime Safety Committee 

at its forty-fourth session, 

1. ADOPrS the recommendation on basic principles to be observed in keeping a 

navigational watch on board fishing vessels given in the Annex to the present 

resolution; 

2. URGES Member Governments to implement the measures contained in the 

recommendation as soon as possible. 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates l 
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies. 
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ANNEX 

RlOOOMMENDED BASIC PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN 
KEEPilfG A HA VIGATIONAL WATCH ON BOARD 

FISHING VESSELS 

1 The competent c.uthorHy should ensure that owners and opera.tors of fiehin8 

vosscle, skippers a.nd watchkceping poraonnel observe the following pri..."'lOipleo to 
ensure thc.t ,a. so..fo navigu.tional watch ie maintained at e.11 times. 

2 Tho skipper o! every fishing vessel ia boWld to ensure that wo.tchkeeping 
arrangements are ad~quate for ma.intaining a sate naviga.ticnal watch. Under the 
skipper's general direction, tho of!icors o! the watch are responsible tor 
navigating tho ve£sel safely during their periods of duty when they will be 

perticula.rly concerned with avoiding collision a.nd stranding. 

3 The basic principles, including but not limited to the following, should be 

taken into account on aJ.l fishing vessels. However, an Administration may exclude 

very smaJ.l fishing vessels from fully observing the basic principles. 

4 En routo to or. from fish~unds 

4.1 ,Arrangpmenta of the navigational ~atch 

4.1.1 The composition of. the watch should at all timE:>s be adequate and 

appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions and should take into 

account the need for maintaining a proper look-out. -I 

4.1.2 When deciding the composition ot the watch the following factors,~ 
a.lia, should be taken into account: 

.l at no time should the wheelhouse be left unattended; 

.2 weather conditions, visibility and whether there ie,daylisht or 
cla.rkness; 

.3 proximity o! navigationo.l ha.zm.~ which may ma.lee it necessary for the. 

officer in charge ot the watch to ca.rry out additional naviea.tionaJ. duties; 

.4 use end operational condition or navisational aids such as radar or 
electronic position-indicating devices and any othor equipment 

affecting the safe navigation or the vessel; 

.5 whether the vessel is fitted with automatic steering; 

.6 any unusual demands on the navigational watch that 11JA1 &rise as 
a result ot special operational oircumatancea. 
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4.2 Fitness for duty 

4.2.1 The watch system should be such that the efficiency of watchkeeping personnel 

is not impaired by fatigue. Duties should be so organized that the first watch at 

the commencement of a voyage and the subsequent relieving watches are sufficiently 

rested and otherwise fit for duty. 

4.3 Navigation 

4.3.1 The intended voyage should, as far as practicable, be planned in advance 

taking into consideration all pertinent information and any course laid down 

should be checked before the voyage commences. 

4.3.2 During the watch the course steered, position and speed should be checked 

at sufficiently frequent intervals, using any available navigational aids necessary, 

to ensure that the vessel follows the planned course. 

4.3.3 The officer in charge of the watch should have full knowledge of the 

location and operation of all safety and navigational equipnent on board the vessel 

and should be aware and take acco'.lllt of the operating limitations of such equipnent. 

4.3.4 The officer in charge of a navigational watch should not be assigned or 

undertake any duties which would interfere with the safe navigation of the vessel. 

4.4 Navigational eguipnent 

4.4.1 The officer in charge of the watch should make the most effective use 

of all navigational equipnent at his disposal. 

4.4.2 When using radar the officer in charge of the watch should bear in mind the 

necessity to comply at all times with the provisions on the use of radar 

contained in the applicable regulations for preventing collisions at sea. 

4.4.3 In cases of need the officer of the watch should not hesitate to use the 

helm, engines and sound signalling apparatus. 

4.5 Navigational duties and responsibilities 

4.5.1 The officer in charge of the watch should: 

.1 keep his watch in the wheelhouse which he should in no circumstances leave 

until properly relieved; 

.2 continue to be responsible for the safe navigation of the vessel despite 

the presence of the skipper in the wheelhouse until the sld.pper info:rms him 

specifically that he has assumed that responsibility a.nd this is 

mu.tually understood; 
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.3 notify the akipper ,men 1n OZJ:t doubt a.e ·to whAt o.otion to toke 1n th<' 
interest ot 1atet11 

.4 not hand over the wa.tch to a reliev.ins ot!ioer if ho baa reason to 
believe that the latter iB obvioualy not capable or c8ff1ins out his 
duties effoctively, in which case he should noti!y the skipper accordingly. 

4.5.2 On taking ove.r the ·watch the relievin& officer should satisfy himself' aa to 
the vessel's estimated or true position and confirm its intended track, oourse and 

speed and should noto rxny dangora to naviption expected to be enooWltered during 

his watch. 

4.5.3 Whenever practicable a proper record should be kept of tho movements and 
activities during tho wo.tch relating to the navigntion of the vessel. 

4.6 Look-out 

4.6.l In addition to maintaining a proper look-out tor the purpose o! tully 
~ppraising the situation and the risk or collision, strnnding and other dangers to 
iavigation, the duties or the look-out should include the detection of ships or 
r~1rcro.rt in distress, shi!)wrecked persons, wrecks and debris. In maintaining n 
look-out the following should be observed: 

.l The look-out must be able to give full attention to the keeping or a pro,er 
look-out and no other duties shall be undertaken or assigned whioh could 
interfere with that task • 

• 2 The duties or the look-out and helmsman are separate and the !lelmsman 
should not be considered to be the look-out while steering except where 
an unobstructed all-round view is provided at the-~teering position and 
there is no impaii,nent or night vision or other impediment to ";he keeping 
of a proper look-out. The officer~ oharge or the watch~ be the sole 
look-out in daylight provided that on each such ocoaeiona 

.2.1 the situation has been carefully assessed and it has been established 
without doubt that it is ea.fa to do so; . 

• 2.2 full account has been taken of a11 relevant factors including, but not 

limited to: 

- state of weather 
- visibility 
- traffic density 
- proximity of dazlBer to navigation 
_ the attention necessary when navigating in or near traffic 

separation schemes; 

RESOLUTION A.484(XII)  adopted on 19 November 1981 
BASIC PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN KEEPING A NAVIGATIONAL 

WATCH ON BOARD FISHING VESSELS



- 5 - A XII/Res.484 

.2.3 assistance is immediately available to be summoned to the wheelhouse 

when any change in the situation so requires. 

Proteotiop of the marine e.nviropment 

4.7.1 The skipper and the officer in charge of the watch should be aware 
of the serious effects of operational or accidental pollution of the marine 

environmeiit and should take all possible precautions to prevent such 

pollution partioula;rly within the f'ramowork of relevant international and 
port regulations. 

4.e Weather. oonditiCJl! 

4.8.1 The officer in charge of' the watch should take relevant measures and 

notify the skipper when adverse changes in weather could af'fect the safety 
vf the vessel, including conditions leading to ice accretion. 

5 Navigation with pilot embarked 

5.1 Despite the duties and obligations of a pilot, his presence on board 

does not relieve the skipper or officer in charge of the watch from their 

,duties a.nd obligations for the safety of the vessel. The skipper and the pilot 

should exchange information regarding navigation procedures, local conditions 
a.nd the -c.ressel • s oharacteri8tics. The skipper and the officer of the watch should 

co-operate closely wi~ the pilot and maintain an aocumte check of the vessel's 
r.,osi tion and movement. 

6 Vessels engaged in fishing or searching for fi~ 

6.1 In addition to the principles enumerated in section 4, the following 

factors should be considered and properly acted upon by the officer in charge 

of the watch: 

.1 other vessels engaged in fishing and their gear; 

.2 ea.f'ety of tho crew on deck; 

.3 adverse affects on the safety of the vessel and its crew through 

reduction of stability a.nd treeboard caused by exceptional forces 

resulting from fishing operations, catch handling end stowage, 

and u.~usual sea and weather conditions • 

• 4 the proximity of offshore structures, with special regard to the 

safety zones; 

.5 wrecks. 
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6.2 _'When stowing the oatoh, attention should be given to the essential 

requi:ranenia for adequate free board and adequate stability at all times 
during the voyage to the landing port tald.nB into co::isideration consumption 
of fuel and stores, risk of adverse weather conditions and, especially in 
winter, risk of ice accretion on or above exposed decks in areas where ioe _ 
accretion is likely to oocur. 
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