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THE ASSEMBLY, 

RECALLING resolution A.297(VIII) by which it established the Marine 

Environment Protection· Committee and specified the functions and 

responsibilities of that Committee, 

REC1JsLING ALSO Article 8 and. Protocol I of the International Convention 

for .the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 (1973 MARPOL Convention) by 

which .the master of a ship has an obligation to report some incidents 

involving the actual or probable discharge into the sea of a harmful substance 

or effluents containing such a substance, 

RECOGNIZING that an incident involving damage, failure or breakdown of 
' ' 

the ship, its machinery or equipment could give rise to ·a significant threat 

or pollution to· c·oastlines or related interests, 
' . 

RECOGNIZING ALSO that States Parties to the International Convention 
relatfng to Int.ervention on the .High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casual ties 

( 1969) may ·take such measures on the high seas as may' b·e necessary to prevent, 

mitigate or.eliminate ·grave and i.Iminerit d~ger to their coastline or related · 

interests from pollution or threat of pollution of the · sea· by oil,·. ftill~wing 

upon a maritime casualty or acts related to such a casualty, which may 

reasonably be expected to result in major harmful consequences, 

RECOGNIZING THEREFORE the need for the coastal States and other interested 

parties to be informed without delay of such an incident to enable them to 

take necessary action for preventing or mitigating pollution which might arise 

from the incident, 
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NOTING the recommendation made by the Marine Environment Protection 

Committee ·at its eighth session that all Member States should establish, for 

ships involved in incidents, a reporting system as laid down in .Article 8 

and Protocol I of the 1973 MAR.POL Convention even before the Convention has 

entered into force, 

NOTING ALSO resolution 3 of the International Conference on Maritime 

Search and Rescue, 1979, which requests IMCO to .ensure that all reporting 

systems, established for purposes other tha.Jl:·search and r~scu~, are as far 

as possible compatible in reporting format and.procedures with those to be 

developed for the purpose of search and rescue, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendation made by the Marine Environment 

Protection Committee at its eleventh session, 

1. ADOPI'S the .Interiin Guidelines for Reporting Incidents ~nvolving Harmflll _ 

Substances, the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present resolution; 

2. RECOMMENDS . that Member Governments and Governments .Parties to the 

International. Convention for -the Prevention of Pollution of the.Sea by Oil, 

1954 (as amend~d in 1962 and 1969) ~d States Parties to the In~ernational 
Convention relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution 

Casualties (1969) implement the Interim .Guidelines; 

3. REQUESTS the Marine Environment Protection Committee to continue its 

work on this -subject, with a view.to developing comprehensive guidelines for . 
. . 

a mandatory reporting system under _the Internatiqnal Conventio~ for the 

Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, before its entry into force; 

4. · REQUESTS ~TEER the.Ma.ritiµe Saf'ety Committ~e and. .tne _Marine Environment 

Protection Co~ tt,ee to co~operate in the development of any futu:r;e reporting 
. . · . . . : . . .. _,. -. .. ·. ·. . 

syetems affecting safety and environmental niatters in. order tQ ensure the 
. . . . . ' . ' . , . ' . . 

harmqnization qf such ey~tems. 
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ANNEX 

DR.ffl Il1TERIM GUIDELINES FOR REPORTDIG mcm:mrs 
INVOLVIMG HARMFUL SU.BSTANCES 

1 INl'RODUCTION 

1.1 Under ..Axticle 8 and Protocol I of the International Conventi~n for the 

Prevention of Polluti.on from S'aips, 1973 (1973 MARPOL Convention), tho IDa.Ster 

of a ship hao und9r cel."tain circumstances an obligation to rcpo:1.--t an incident 

involving the actual er. probable discharge into the sea of a. harrif'ul substance · 

or of effluents containing such a substance. 

1.2 The intent of these provisions ie to eno.ble .coa.stal Ste.tea ond other 

interested parties to be informed without del~ of a.ny incidont,giving rise 

to pollution, or tl1Teat of pollution, of the marine environment, so that 

immediate acti{ln raay be taken either in accordance with the Interno.tional 

Convention relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution 

Casualties or otherwise, for preventing or mitigating pollution which might 

result from such an incident. 

1.3 The Guidelines for reporting incidents contained herein should bo 

regarded an a :p:t'eliminary step in the impleme11ta.tion or the 1973 lI!JU>OL 

Convention.·· They a.re intended to ensure uniform interpretation and· 

application of the Convention provisions. 

1.4 Pending the entry into force of the 1973 MARPOL Convention, Governments 

are urged to -implement the :provisions of the present Guidelines ond to this 

ond to issue, or cause to be issued,instructions: 

· .l to the masters of ships flying their flags to report incidents 

' involving ha1."IIlful' substances; and 

.2 to the o.ppropr.ia.te_authorities and interested partios to receive 

and process m.ich reports. 

1. 5 The preeent Guidelines have been drafted as an interim measure. The 

restrictions described in section 2_, entitled "Ships to which these Guidelin~s 

apply", do not necessariiy correspond to the language of the 1973 MARPOL 

Convention, and may have to be modified as experience with this reporting 

mechanism develops. In any event these Guidelines will have to be reviewed 

before the Convention enters into force. The intent of these Guidelines is 
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to assist in the development of a uniform comprehensive reporting mechanism which 

will be of value to_all parties concerned, both now and after the 1973 MAR.POL 

Convention has entered into force. 

2 SHIPS TO WIIICH TBESE GUIDELlNES APPLY 

2,1 In the interim, these Guidelines will apply to: 

•. 1 all ships ~Ti thin 200 miles ot the nearest land; 

.2 all load~d oil ta.nk:era¥'1oa.ded. chemical ta.nkerJ,/and any othor 

ship of 10,000 tone _gross tonnage and above, wherever they mey be. 

3 WHEN TO M/.J{E REPORTS ·. 

3, l Under lu-ticle III of Protocoi I to the 1973 MAR.POL Convontion reports of 

some inei<l.enta involving ha.mful substances ~t be made whenevor such 

incidents involve n d.i.soha.rga · or the probability o:r a. dischnJ:"8'8, For the 

purpose of "'\ihese Interim Guidelines, reports should be mnd.e when on incident 

involves a discharge or probable discharge as a result of~ to the ship 

or its equipment or for the puxpose of securing the safety of o. ship or saving 

life at sea. In ji..tdging whether there is a probability of a discha:rge 

resulting from da.._,iago to the ship or its equipment and whether the report 

should be made, the following factors, among others, should be taken into 

o.ocount: 

.1 the na .. ture of the daoage, failure or breakdown of tho ahip, 

machinery or equipment; 

,2 sea and wind state and also traffic density in tho areo. at the time 

and place of the -incident. ! • 

3, 2 It ie . recogrlized tha.t it ~ould be ~practicable to ley down precise . 

definitions of all types of incidents involving probable discha;rgo which would 

warrant an obligc.tion ·to repor:t, ·Nevertheless, as a generaJ. guidolino, the 

master- of the ship should make· reports in ca.sea of: 

"Oil tanker" means a ship constructed or adapted primarily to cnrry oil in 
bulk in its cargo spaces am. inol'udes combination carriers end M:Y" 
"ohernical tanker" when it is carrying a. cargo or part co.rgo of oil in bulk. 

"Cheoica.l. tanlcer" oeans a. ship constructed or ada.pted ·primnxily to co;rry a. 
cargo o:f r..orioua ·liquid substanoee in bulk and includes o.n "oil tanker" 

-when carrying a cargo or po.rt cargo of noxious liquid substonoee in bulk. 
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.1 domag8, failure or 'breakdm-m which a.tfects the safety of ships. 

Examples of such lncidents at'& collision, grounding, fire, 

e:i.1>loaion, structural f a.ilure, fiooding, cargo ahiftinc; a.rid 

.2 · _faiJ.ur.e or breakdown o~na.chinery or equipment which results in 

the 5.mpairment of the sa.tety of navigation. Exanples of such 

incid.ents ore f'aiJ.ure or breakdown of steering gear, propulsion 

pla..."lt, electrical genera.ting system, essential shipborne 

.navigational nids, 

4 TO WHOM TO MMra REPOR!S 
' . ' 

4.1 The repozt should be transcitted by the master of the ship uithout deley 

in the f ollowiug mar.u.1er: 

.1 to tha r1ear:est appropriate coast radio station preceded by tho 

safety signal (if ·the incident a.f'fects the sa.f'ety of navigntion) 

or by th.a urgency signal (if it affects the sa.f'ety of ship or persons); 

.2 in a standard format on appropriate frequencies (in tho bonds 

405-525 kHz, 1605-2850 kHz or 156-174 MHz); 

.3 on the nost ~ppropria~e HF coast radio station or rolovC'Jlt IJD.ritioo 

sa.teJ.li to co!JO'mication system, if' the ship is not within rea.ch of an 

MF or VHF coast radio station; 

.4 when thb ship is within or near an area where a. ship movement 

reporting systeo has been established, to the desig.rw.tod shore 

station cf that system. 

4.2 The master should be aware of section 6 of these Guidelinos uhich provide 

£or the .onwo.rd· transmission of this report~ · 

5 CONI'ENTS OF REPORT·: .. 

5.1· The reports on incidents should contain information set out .in .Article IV 

o! Protocol I to the 1973 mRPOL Convention. The master of tho ship should 

transmit the followina' . inf'omation immediately: 

.1 name of ship, call sign and n~; 

.2 ty,;e of sr.ip, (e.g. oil tanker, chemical tanker, dry cargo ship) 

and tonnage; 

.3 cargo carried (type and quantity); 
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·• 4 date and . time or the occurrence or the incid~nt ( Gl'Il1) ; 

.5 position, oourse ·a.nd speed at time or incident (as nppro~riate); 

.6 weather on-scene; 

~7 brief description o£ incident (including daJDa88 ~taincd); 

.a frequency or radio channel .guarded .. 

5.2 In acco:rdanc~ with Articie V ·of Protocol I to the 1973 IIAR?OL Convention, 

subsequently, either immediately following or a.a soon as possible theron.f'tor, 

if the ei tuation wa:rrants, the master of the ship ehouli report o.s mu.oh as 

possible of tha following informa.tio~ from the point of view of marino 

environmental prot~ction: 

.1 a.bili·ty t~ tra..Y1Sf er oarao/ballast; 

• 2 a clear ir.1.dication or description of the harmful eubstMcos involved, 

i11cJxLd.ing1 if possible, the correct technical names of such substances 

( trade Dc:"'..Dles should not be used in place of the correct teaa.'mJ.cal 

Ilc:1ID8 S ) ; 

.3 a statement or estimate of the quantities, concentrations and likely 

condi tior.s of harmful substances discharged or likely to be disoharsed 

into the SP.a; 

.4 relevan~ i.nf orina.tion on the condition of the ship; 

.5 assistance which has ~een requested from, or which has been provided 

by, .other ships o~ aaencies; 

.6 cause of discharge; 

• 7 whether: ,discharge is . c~tinu:Lng, . and rate of release; 

.a action being taken with ·re~ to disaharse and movement of vessel; 

.9 wind, sea, and current condition atteoting spill ~ov~t; 

.10 estimate of spill mov81Dent - . if poe.si·ble include estimo.to. of surface 

area ot spill and future effects; 

.11 telegraphic name of operator, charterer, ·8Zld t~ nearest · 1ooal 

agent. 
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6 .AorIOM BY GOVERNM:Em'S lJID C7I'HER mI'ERESTED PARTms 

6.1 Governments should issue appropriate instructions to ooaat radio stations, 

satellite receiving stations and designated shore stations or arr:, ship movement 

reporting system to ensure that reports are relayed without del~- to the 

officer or agency nominated by the Covernment to receive and process such 

reports, and to ensure that that officer or agei'lcy rellcy"s the report without 

dolay to: 

.1 the Administration, a.a defined in Article 2 of the 1973 H!JU>OL 

Convention, of the ship involved; and 

.2 any other State which~ be affected. 

6.2 .Affected States which~ require information relevant to the incident 

should take into account the circumstances in which the master is placed and 

should endeavoux to limit their requests for ad.di tional inf'omntion. The 

mo.ater should as fo;r: a.a possible respond to such requests. 

6.3 Cases of the non-observance of the above procedures should be communicated 

to the Marine Environment Protection Committee, ,,;hich ~ transmit the relevont 

information to the MaritiI!le Safety Committee, as appropriate. 

6.4 Nothing in those Guidelines should be construed as derogo,ting froo the 

powers of any State to take measures within its jurisdiction in {l.Ccordance 

with international law in respect or any matter to which tho 1973 II!illPOL 

Convention relates or as extending the jurisdiction of e:ny Stato. 
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