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Original: ·ENGLISH 

PiliCALLil~G Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter-Govenrr.1ental 

Mari tine Consul ta-ti ve Organization .qoncerning the functions of the Assenbly, 

EEIHG AWAP.E of the· close relationship between safet--y of navigation and 

rrovention of pollution from ships 7 _ 

RECOGNIZING the necessity expressed by the Governnents o.f France and Italy, 

of protecting the Vttl.nerable coasts of those countries fro:ra pollution in the 

vicinity of the Strait of :Bonifacio, 

BELPJNG IN rmm tho intei"'rlational status of the Strait of Bonifa.oio, 

RECOGNIZING FURTHER the inportance of the right of navigation through 

inte:rnational straits and of not ·derogating from that right, 

TAK I i~G INTO ACCOUNT that a ship reporting procedure and an infomation 

systen for notifying ships of the navigational conditions in the narrow waters 

of the Strait of Bonifacio will be an ira:portant factor in the safety of 
. .. 

navigation, 

BEING HIFOHNED of the decision of the Governments of France and Italy to 

establish such a system on a pernanent basis in the Strait of Bonifacio, 

RECALLING the Convention on the Inten1ational Regulations for Preventing 

Collisions at Sea, 1972, a11d resolution 5 on intentional pollution of the sea 

and ·accidental spillages adopted qy the International Conference on Marine 

Pollution, 1973, 

HAVDTG EX.Al'liINF..tl) the recommendation nade by the Mari tine Safety Comm ttee 

at its forty-first session, 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited .. number. Delegates 
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11) R'ECONMEI:IDS Governments -1:io request masters of laden oil t8llkers and of 

ships ·transporting dangerous cheoica..l.s or substances likely to pollute the 

sea or the coastline in case of accident, and of oore than 5,000 gross 
. - . - . 

register tons, to avoid :passin.g through the Strait of :Bonif o.cio, with the 

exception of tankers and ships sailing in either direction between Porto Torres 

and any port on the Italian coast between. and ,incluc1ing Civitavecchia and 

Naples; 

2. ENDORSES the regulations concerning a sys ten of surveillance and 

infol."'L'kr'.J,tion for ships in the Strait of Bonifacio set out in the 1...nnex to the 

present resolution. 

REGULll.TIOHS CONCFiillUHG SHIP FiEPORTING .AND lNFOfil'J!.TIOI:J 
FOR SHIPS nr TEE STRAIT OF :BONIF1:..CI0 

l For the purpose of improving the safety of navigation in the Strait of 

Bonifacio ai1d reducing the risks of pollution of the French and · Italian 

coastlines i.'t'l the Strait as a J.:esul t of groundings or collisions involving 

tankers, gas carriers or bulk chemical car-.i:iers, a system of surveillance and 

info1.·,:m,·cion for mariners shall be established . by the Go-vernnents of France 

and Italy. 

The sys-teo ·shaJ.l have the following objectives; 

(a) To nonitor, fron radio stations designated for that pur:pose, the 

oovencnt . of ships in the Strait of Bonifacio . and i.:."1 its eastern and 

westem approaches so ·as to be able to notify the coastal authorities 

concerned sufficiently in advance of any accident that r:rl.ght occur 

to ruch ships and to be able to warn the ships theoselves of any 

hazard that night threaten their safe passage; 

(b) To monitor, froo radio stations designated for that purpose, the 

passage through the Strait of Bonifacio of ships that are ox .might be 

a hazard for other shipping ·because they are restricted in _th~ir _ubility 

to navigate as a result of a defect ·in their essential equipoent which 

they need in order to pass through the Strait under the prevailing 

conditions; to conounicate any releva:rit .· infornation on such ships to 

other ships crossing the Strait; 

(c) To inforo all ships crossing the Strait of the existing navigational 

conditions and hazards, 
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2 In order to achieve this end., every ship which is in a position to do 

so when entering or crossL"lg the Strait of Bonifacio is requested: 

(a) to nake VHF radiotelephone contact with the French or Italian radio 

stations on channel 10 or, if necessai.7, on choxmel 16 before beginning 

their l)assage .and to maintain such contact without intei--ruption while 

in the Strait; 

(b) to transmit to one of the radio stations indicated in para.graph 3 

belm,r, at the request of the station, the following infornation in 

English, French or Italian as indicated in the reporting foi"Tiat set out 

in the .Appendix. 

3 The radio stations providing infornation for nariners in the Strait of 

:Bonifacio are: 

- On the French side: 

Pcrtusato Signal Station 
Call-sign: l'ertusato t:caffic 
Frequency~ VHF chmmel 10 

:Do.te of entrJ into service: 1 May 1979 

- On the I tali an side: . 

La Maddalena Sig11al Station 
Call-sign: La Maddalena 
F:cequency: VHF channel .10 

Dat8 of entry into service: . in the course of 1980. 
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la'P.CNDIX 

PROPOSED FOBMLT FOR SHIP llOVEMENT HESSAGES IN THE 
STPLAIT OF J301TIF.f'..CI0 

Mess~fte identifier: 

Type of report: 

Ship: 

Date/ti!Je (GBT): 

Position: 

True course: 

Speed in knots: 

Route inforoation: 

ETA: 

Miscellaneous: 

- lil'..REP (BONIFACIO) 

A - PR (Position report) 

DR (Defect report) 

l3 - N arne, type and call · Sib1l1 or 
ship station identity 

C - A 6-digit g-~oup giving date of month 
(first 2 digits), hour and oinutes 
(last 4 digits), suffixed by ZULU · 

D - Departure port (for crossing ships) 

on 
E - f .. 4-digit group giving latitude in 

degrees a.l'l.d ninutes suffixed with 
NORTH and a 4-digit group giving 
longitude in degrees a.."1d oinutes 
suffixed with EAST ( for through ships) 

F - A 3-digit group 

G - l 2-digit group 

H - A 4-digit nuober giving tine of 
passing due south of the Lll.VEZZI 
lighthouse (for ships passing 
through the Strait) 

I - Date tine group expressed by a 6-digit 
6.coup, as in C above, followed by 
destination (for crossing ships) 

L - Nature of cargo (for ships ca.ri7ing oil, 
gas and bulk cheniccls); nature and 
scope of any restriction in the ship's 
ability to oa.noeuvre (for ships 
restricted in their nobility) 
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