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RESOLUTION s, 381(X) 
ndopted on 14 Novonbcr 1977 

PLLN FOR THE ESTl.:SLISHIIiElJT OF 1:.. WORLD-WIDE 
HAVIGI1TI01'Ti',.L W!:JThTHIG SYSTEM 

THE ASSEHBLY, 

NOTiliG Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter-Govenmento.l 

Mari tine Consultative Orgnnizo.tion concezn.ing the funct Lons of the Assonb'ly, 

BEl&ING IN MIND the decisions of the XIth Interno.tionnl Hydrogro.phic 

Conference, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the Report of the r.Taritine Safety Connittee on its 

thirty-sixth session, 

RESOLVESg 

(o.) to adopt the Plnn for the Establishnent of n World-wide 

Navigational Warning Systeo, as set out in the Annex to this 

Resolution~ 
- j 

(b) to invite Heober Governn0nts to co-opera.to in the 

inpleoentation of the Plan. 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates 
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies. 
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ANNEX 

PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORLD-WIDE 
NAVIGATIONAL· WARNING SYSTEM 

I. DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this plan the iollo~ definitions apply: 

(a) ~ A geographical sea area, as shown in Append.ix I, 
established for the purpose of co-ordinating the 

transmission of radio navigational warnings. The 

delimitation of such areas is '·not related to and 

shall not prejudic_e the delimitation of any 
bounda.ry(ies) between States. Where appropriate, 

the tenn NAVAREA followed by an identifying ~~man 
numeral may be used as a short title for the Area. 

(b) Snb·-CTCC. A sub-davt oa on of en Lxot: in which u nuoboz of 
countrioo hcve esto.blis..½od -c. co-ordinn;Lcd. syut cn 

for tho trcnoois3ion of coastal wc:w::nings. 

(c) Dogion !Pho pc-!Xt of an Lxct: or Sub-o.,rcn. ::.n which one 
country hns nccoptcd responsibility for the 

trc..ncrriooion of co~stal \trc.xnin&c. 

( d) lxoo.. Co--ord inc.tor The o.uthori ty' cho..rgbd w~ ~h co~l?-tirig- and is::ming 
warnfnge and bullctinn to 'cover tl10 vho le of tho 
lJ:GC.. 

( c) No.tionc.1 
Co-ordino.tor 

(g) Nii11-:- .. :rnDL. l_fa..TI:in,'.\ 
Biuloti11 

The nuthGri ty charged with collnti112,· and incui.ng 
coasto.l wcrnings froo the network of national 

cocst radio stations. Ho should itlr.ledintcly 

send all relevant informatio~ to tho l:..rco. 

Co-ordinc.tor. 

Lon~rD..ngo wc.rning bro~dcasto iosucd by the 1:roc.. 
Co-ordinc.tor for his Lxet: and brocdcact by c 
powerful ct~tion or ototiono to covor tho whole 

of thr.t Lxctx and po.rto of o.djo.cent 1~:reo.s. 

A liot of scricl·nuribcro of recent NLV!.REA 

Hc.rnincs issued and bxocdcaaf by the Lxeix 
Co-ordinn. tol.'. 

RESOLUTION A.381(X)  adopted on 14 November 1977 
PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORLD-WIDE 

NAVIGATIONAL WARNING SYSTEM



- 3 - -A X/Res.381 

(h) Cor.'..ntc.1 Ur!.rninL' 

( i ) Loe nl U ri.:r.i:unn; 

!. WOJ:'ltlncr pronulcc~tcd by o. Ho.tionol 
Co-ordinn.tincr l1uthori ty throUBh the nc.tionn.l 

coo.st r~dio otc.tiono to cover o. region or o. 

portion of the l~cc.. 

1~ wCX1tl11t3 to cover tho ~co. within tho lioi ts 

of jurisdiction of o. harbour' or port o.uthori·cy 
roicl which ony not need pronulcrc.tion outside 

these lioi ts. Such wc.rn.L."'lGS ony be Lsauod by 
those cuthoritieo. 

II. REQ,UIHE1''18i!I.'S FOR !:FY.Jj, CO-·ORDilJl.TOR 

In oach lcio« tho Lxoc: Co-ordino.tor should hcvo o.t hie dispoool a. wcll- 
0otnblir1hcd hyd:ror.;.!'c..phic service ca well o.o effective and adoqucte fncili ties 

for -!;rru::.tsZJ.iosion to the entire krcc., trucing into cccount the ri.pprop:do.te 
GOOGrnphiccl locD..tion for propc.n-a.tion purposes. Tronooisoion fncilitiea 

chould, in ncldition, include cs ouch of the c.djncont /;recs as con be c0vcred 
in 24 hours oo.ili11cr by c. ·fa.ot chip (a.bout 700 Diles). 

III. Hl..VJ:B.FJ~ ll1J11TIHGS f;J!D BTJLLETDJS. 

( D..) \fo.rnil1ca trnnsni ttecl should norually refer only to the Arcn 

concerned. 

(b) Wornincr'3 shoul.d be trc.i1sci tted c.t opecified tines; they ahould bo 

rcpcc.tocl in the broooccot inneclio.tcly followina the ori£P,no.l 

tronsnission ond thcrec.ftcr as considered nccossc.ry. 

(c) Lt lcnst two dcily trcnsnisoion tines nro necessary to provide 
adequate pronul[;r' .. tion of wc..rninas. 

( d) l~rcnccocnto nc.y be nado for wo.rni11crs to be o.vcl.lnble ct port offices 
end, whozo c.ppropriate, for their cventucl inclusion in n eencrqJ.ly 
o.vcilo.blc printed fern. 

{e) 

(r) 

rlAVJJillA WnrninG Bulletins should be trc.nsoi tted pcrioclicclly • 
.......... 

Wo.rnincro should rcr.m.i.11 vo.l.icl until ccncellecl by the l'lroo. 
Co-orc1inntor. 
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IV. COJ,STI,L WLJfrHl~GS 

(n) Thcno WC'..rningo ere recti~ictcd to consto.l wc..tcro. Where th0-rc is o. 

roquircnont for ouch wc.rnincrs, .it is dcsirnble to cover n. distonce 

of up to 100 ... 200 Diles froa the con.st. 

(b) t:O..r:i.:i.in.;s should be bz-ocdcaat for cs long cc tho inforontion is valid 

or until it io nnoo cvoilc.blc by other oec.ns. 

( c) \fr . .rnings ehoul d be br-ocdcaat a.t scheduled tiucs, and on receipt when 

tho ureoncy dcnc..nc1o, usi11g if noceosc.ry, the c..lerting syste~o 

cvc.il~ble for thin purp~sc. 

- ( c.) In dovo Lopfng t Lno schedules, tho taioc: Co-ordinn.tor choul.d ensure 

thnt tho tines of broa.dcc.oting wn.rn.in(;'o do not coincide with thocc 

i11 ncljncont c..roc..s. Due re0c..rd should be given to the hours of 

corvice fixed fo~ c..11 cGtegorics of ship station, n.nd account should 

bo t cken of the di fferoncc in zone tines botwcon tho ocs'tcrn 011d 
western bcundcrd cs of the taioo; (To receive m .. VlillEA. warnings, ohip 

ctntio:is nc.y need to- c.djust hours of service to r'.llow for tioes of 

scheduled brocdccc+a, ) 

(b) T:io conpf.Lc+Lon, co-ordinc,,tion and procesoinc of tho wcrnings 011d 

bulletins to bo bro~dccst ohould be loft ct the discretion of the 

Lxec: Co-cxdf.nzrtoz , 

( c) In the ccse of 1w .. vi~-ctlonc.l 1rc.rnings whfch rennin in force o.fter the 

le.at broo.c'.ccct, nrrangenento should bo ncdo to ensure thnt the 

inforr.1c..tion they contcincc1 is c.vc.ila.blc world-wide. 

(d) Tho lu:cn Co-ordinator should ensure that th9se ncasagee tho.t warro.nt 

further proGul&.tion in other areca arc passed to ell ilrco. 

Co-ordinctors. 

{ e) 1..1 though nrrnnc;oncnt3 nado by the Lxec: Co-ordinc.tor should onc.ble nll 

ships to receive by socc neans ncssnG'E)s in force for c.11 f~en either 

bof'orc rec.china or en cntei·inc; an llXec.., nevertheless it should be · 

poocible in oxcoptiouol cc.nee for shipo to obtcin on requeot texts of 

oesvc~cs in force, but not included on the cu_-rront scheduled 

brcc~dco.0ts. 
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VI. Nl .. TIOH/ .. L CO-OFJ)Illl~':'OR 

lli thin 0.11 i.ren the Nntional Co-ordin~tor should, with the leaot poasfbf,e 
delay, conoui1icatc all relevont navicrationnl infomation to the k£ea Co-ordinator 

responsible for the L.ren. In so doing, tho oriGfnator of the cessa6e should, 
where this is felt neceesnry, prefix the ncssoge by the desired degree cf 

priority. 

VII. SUBJECT MATTER OF WARNINGS 

(a) NJ .. VlSlEJ~ Wamin,';s 

Gcnerru.ly speaking, area warnin&;s arc concerned with info:rml.tion 

detailed below which ocean-eoins n~.riners require for their safe 

nc.vigation. This includes, in pr..rticular, failures of ioportant 

aids to navigation, as well ao infomation which oay affect chances 

to planned navicrational. routes. 

The following list of ccssages considered suitnble for transcission 
./ 

cs warnincs in thic systen is not exhaustive and should only 'be 
regarded ns a guideline. Furthcr-~ore, it presupposes that sufficiently 
precise infomation about the itcos has not previously been 
·disseoinnted in Notices to Mariners: 

(i) ccsualtics to lights, foG signals and buoys nf'fecting cain 
shipping loneo; 

(ii) the preaence of dangerous ,n-eck:s in or near Dain shipping 
lanes and, if relevant, their nerking; 

(iii) establishoent of oajor new aido to navigation or significant 
changes to existing once l:hen such establiehoent or clla.nee 
might. be oisleadinc to shipping; 

(iv) the presence of larBG unwieldy tows in congested waters; 

(v) drifting nine's; 
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(vi) aa-oac vhcro search end r'cccuo (S1Jl) and anti-pollution 

opornt tonc arc :)cing cc..rried out (for avoidance of such arcns); 

(vii) tho presence of newly c~iocovorcd rocks, shoals, reefs and 

w:rccko likely to conotitute a dru1gcr to shipping, ro1d, if 

rolevc.nt, their narking; 

(viii) 

(be) 

unexpected ~ltcrntion or suspension of cstabliched routes; 

coble or pipe-laying activities or other underwater 

operations con3titutinc potential danacrs in or neo.r 

shipping Lancsj 

(:~) cstablishncnt of off-nhorc structures in or near shipping 
loncs; 

(::i) siGI1ificm1t oalfunctioning of radio-navication services; 

(xii) infomation conccrnincr special operations which night affect 

_the snfety of shipping, soootiDes over wide areas, e.g. naval 

exercises, nissile firincs, sp~co oissions, nuclear tests, etc. 

These should be initially proculgated by the Area Co-ordinator 

concerned.not less thDn five dnys in advance of the scheduled 

event, wherever possible. The oessa.ges should be repeated ~s 

considered necessary until the event is coopleted. 

The categories of oessages to be trro1soitted as warnings should be 

reviewed after a period of about 36 oonths, subsequent to the 

iupleoentation of the systen. ifa.vigational warnings broadcast within 

the Lrea should be consecutively nu.~bered throughout the calendar year. 

(b) Coastnl Warnings 

Coastal warnings are concerned with infomation listed in paragraph VII(r.) 
above which is sufficient for onrin~ro to know when they enter a Given 

Sub-area or region. However, co~stal warnings should not be restricted 

to main shipping lonee. 

( c) Local Waryings 

Local wanJi nge supplement the coastal system by giving detailed 

information on aspects which the ocean-going ship no:rma.lly does not 

require. 

only. 
However, local warnings~ be issued in the national language 
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{ d) The o.rea wo.rning systeo shoul.d 11om::::.lly be sufficient for the 

shipo uhich proceed o.long the oain ucccnic routes of on Arca" 

IIouovcr, in none waters knowlcdco of the coastal warnincrs nr,y 
prove ncccsGt'.ry. 

( a) "iTJ .. Vl:JEL Harninas 

The Navic;ational Wamincr Signal or tho Safety Signal should not 

be uaed to announce N!NAITEJ .. lmrnings. 

{b) CoafJtal Warninc:s 

(i) Coastul warningo should be identified for broadcasting 

purposes by the origin~tor (co-ordinator) as 1vital1, 
1inportant', or 1for scheduled broadcast•. 

(!i) 'Vital I navicational w~incs should be trmisnittcd on 

receipt and to~ards the end of the first available period 

of silence, preceded by tl1c lfovigctional Warning SiG?1al 

, nnd Sn.fety Signal in accordnnce with the p~ovisiona of the 

Radio Resulations. 

(iii) The Navicrational \famine Sicnr1,.l should not be used to announce 

a scheduled broadcast unless the broadcast contains a 1vitnl.1 

nnvicrctional wamincr to be trru1<1ni tted for the first tine. 

(iv) 1Inportant1 navigati()nal warnings should be transoitted tO\m.rds 

the end of the first available period of silenoe, preceded by 

the So.fety Signal in accordance with ·the provisions of the 

Radio Regulations. 

( v) /1 scheduled broadcast should not be preceded by the Saf'ety 

Signal unless the broadcast contains an ioportant ~~visational 

warning to be trunsnittcd for the first tine, or the repetition 

or a 'vital' warning. 
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IX c 11.HGULGE TO BE USED 

/ .. 11 navig·ational wnmings, with the :possible exception of. thcrse 

r~ferrcd to in paragTnph VII(c) above, should be transmitted in English 

{ usinc where possible the Standard Marine lfo.vigc.tionnl Vocabulary) and: 

for HJ ... V 1.R.ElJ. warnings, in one or more of the official languages 

of the United Nations, as considered necessary; 

for coastal warnings, in the nc.tionc..l language. 

X. IITSCELLJJrEOUS 

(e) Classes of Emission 

For promulgation of Nl ... V' ~ uarnina3, radiotelegraphy ( 1.1) 
should be used in all cases. In addition, /.rca Co-ordinators 

should consider the use of other modes ·or eoiesion, e.g. direct 

printing; fncsiDile, telephony, etc., depending on the needs 

of the ships in the ~1:rea and the fc.cilities available. 

(b) Speed of Transnission 

Speed of transnission shall be in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of the Radio Regulations. 

(c) Order of Transoission 

In order to avoid unnecessary copying or waiting, coo.st stations 

should, as a general rule, transr.lit warnings in their scheduled 

brondcasts in rev~rse chronological order of receipt. 

(d) Inticntion of Duration of a Warning 

\·/here necessary, the duration of a uarning, if lmown, should 

be given in the text of the wc.rnihg. 

{e) Fomat 

The elements of information to be included in a NAV/Jma waming 

neasa£!8, with a few examples, is shown in a recoIDI:1ended fomat 
(__, 

reproduced at Appendix II. 
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It .i.s rccocnizcd to be of creat ccsistc.11cc for our.:f.ncrs to receive 

oeteoroloc;ical w~rn.il1GG re la tine to s~c-cy of nnvicration tocether with 
nc:wic;:,,tion.'.:'.l wor:nincr-i and on the sane frcciuencies. tixe« Co-ordinators 
are cncourcgcd to consider trnns~insion of such oetcoroloc.icnl wo.rnincs 
within tbc Gcnernl principle laid down for i-TLViJJEl~ warninGO• To avoid 

oisu.ndcrst::..ncU.nc, such warnin[r.3 nay be civcn a special prefix: 'MET Wo.rninc'. 

XII. IHPL1:lIEFfTLTION 

Pull inplcpentat;ion of this Plan nurrt :-.,mit forca.l !HO and IMCO 

approval. It ic not expected that all 1.ren Co-ordinators will be in a 

position to inplcocnt the ccheuc at the saoe tine. Ne7erthelcss, it is 

dcc.drnblc thnt those areas able to becin operat Ions in accordance with the 
Plan should do so on a "proviGional basi::, concictcnt with occtinB' oblicationn 

iopoocd by cny existinc urrancreocmto". 
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APPEI'IDIX I 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS FOR Co-ORDINATWG Arm PROMULGATiiJG RADIO iJAvIGATIONAL WARNINGS 
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APPENDIX II 

FORMAT OF NAVIGATIONAL WARNINGS 

COMPULSORY INFOPJ'iATIO;J 

NAVAREA 

l 

INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE 
··~ I 

--- 
General I Nature ' Exact Time i Remarks 
Locality of danger I position observed*! 

·5- I 6 I ------- 
3 I 4 I 7 

NAVA.REA I 

N.AV.ABEA VIII 

Annual l serial 
No. 

2 - 
7 

315 

NAVAREA IV I 13 ! 

l 
J 

l t 
I 

France - West 
Coas t 

Ouessant 
light 

ext i.ngut she d 
. I 

Seychelles 1 Vesael on 
fire emitting 
toxic fumes 

c.ur of Mexico j ~nwielc.y tow 

1 

48 40 N 
04 45 W 

i . . . . . u 
• • • • • E 

I 
I I 2_no3Gz 

I 
i 
! 
i 
l 
1 
! 

Pass well up wind 

' I Production platform I proceeding from 

Ir Houston to 
position 28 75 N 

1 
90 02 W on 24th 

l 

Note: l. Where it is ne8essars, a more accurate position (i.e. in se~o~ds) wcy be 
given in Colwnn 5. 

2. Where it j_S necessary and knovn , duration of a warru.ng should be gi·.·p~ 
in Co Lumn 7. 

3. Where possible, CC'l:.J2"'1S 4, 5, 6 and 7 shou l d f o l l ov the Standard Earine 
Nav i.ga tional Vocabclar.r. 

1--,J 
1--,J 

> 
~ ~ 
(l) 
ro . 
\.>J 
0) 
1--,J 

* e.g. for drifting ob j e c t s , r.uch a.:: re i ne s , d e r-e Li c t s , e t c . 
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