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LMEIIDNEHTS TO THE Il1CO COHVENTIOM 

THE 1'..SSEl'.ffiLY, 

HOTilTG tha.t tho Convention on tho Intor-Govornnontnl I-fori tino Consul ta.tive 

Organization was adopted in Ifarch 1948 end entered into force in March 1958, 

RECOGNIZTITG 1llID WELCOMING the Incroaso in the oizo of the Orgnnizn.tion 

and the ioportant chcnges which have occurred in the work progrnoo.e of the 

Orgo.nization and the methods necessary to diochnrge thio work progro..one, 

REC.ALLilIG tho anendnorrta to the Convention adopted fron tioe to t Lno in 
order to oake the principal orgons of the Orgru.tlzation oore representative 

of the total oenbership and ensure equitable geographical representation of 

Menber Governnents on the Council9 

Pi.ECOGNIZING HEVERTHELESS that after twenty-seven years, there is need to 

review the Convention in a conprehensf ve riannon in tho light of the way in which 

the Organization has perforoed its work, 

RECALLING its Resolution A.317(ES.V) by which it decided to convene an 

Ad Hoc Working Group, open to all Member Governoents, and chn.rgGd with tho 

r.1andd0 to study proposals on aoendDents to tho INCO Convention suboittod 

by the Governnent of Frnnco, the conoento ondo during tho fifth extraordinary 

session of the ./1..ssco.bly nnd any other proposals which nay be suboittod to 

anend the Il1CO Convention, 

l-UNING CONSIDERED the Report of the Ad Hoc \lorkinc- Group, including the 

Working Group's recoonendo..tions on proposed o..oendnents to the IMCO Convention, 
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HAVING J:J)OPTED at its ninth regulc.r session, hold in London fron 

3 to 14 Novenbor 1975, nnendnents to the Convention on the Inter-Governnentnl 

Mo.ritine Consultative Organization, the toirts of which are contained in tho 

fum.ex to this Resolution, consisting of 

(a) aocndrlonts to f:.rticles 1, 3, 12, 16, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 
30, 33, 34, 38, 39, 42, 43, 52 ond 55; 

(b) the o.ddition of o. new Article 32 in Poxt VII; 

(c) tho addition of new Ports VIII end IX consisting of 

f..rticles 33 to 37 ond 38 to 42; 

( d) consequential renunbering of Ports VIII to 1.'VII; 

·c e) oonsequentia.1 renunbering of 1:..rticles ·33 to 63; 

(f) consoquentia.1 chnnges to the references in 1\rticles 6, 7, 8, 9, 
o.nd in .Articles 53, 54, 56, 58, 59 b.nd 60 as renunbered; 

(g) a chci-iee in the title of the Convention, 

REQUESTS tho Secreto.ry-Genoro.l of the Orgo.nizo.tion to deposit the 

adopted anendnerrtn with the Secreto.ry-Genera.1 of the United lfations in 

nccordonce with .J.'lrticle 53 of then-mo Convention and to receive declarations 

ond instrunents of nccepto.nce o.s provided for in l~ticle 54, 

INVITES l'T..eober Gavenmenta to accept each a.oend.oent o.t the 
earliest possible date o.fter receiving a copy thereof fron the 

Secretnry-Genern.l of the United Nations by cooounicating tho npproprio.te 

instruoent of o.ccepta.nce to the Sccreto.ry-Goncrnl. 

. I 
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AN?JEX 

AMENIMENTS TO THE CONVENTION ON THE IN"i'ER-GOVERNMllJT.AL 
MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGJJ:UZL\.TION 

Title o'f tho Convention 

The existing title of the Convention is replaced by the following: . 

CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION 

Article l 

The existing text of paragraph {a) is replaced by the following: 

The purposes of the Organization are: 

(a) To provide machinery for co-operation among Governments in the field of 

governmental regulation and practices relating to technical matters of all kinds 

affecting shipping engaged in intematio~al trade; to encou:rage the general 

adoption of the highest practicable standards in rJatters concerning naritiQe 

safety, efficiency of navigation and the prevention and control of marine 

pollution froo ships; o.nd to deal with legal matters related to the purposes 

set out in this Article; 

Article 3 
The existing text is replaced by the following: 

In order to achieve the purposes set out in Part I, tho Organization shall: 

(a) Subject to the provisions of Article 4, consider and J:l8.ke rccomncndations 

upon matters arising under Article l(a), (b) and (c) that nay be remitted to it 

by Members, by any organ or specialized agency of the United Nations or by any 

other inter-g"Ovarnoental organization or upon. natters referred to it under 

Article l(d); 

(b}· Provide for the dra.f'ting of' conventions, agreements, or other suitable 

Lnsfrrunerrbs , a.nd reconmend these to Governoents a.nd to inter-g-overnnental 

organizations, and convene such conferences as DAY be nec~ssary; 

(c) Provide xnchincry for consultation among Members a.nd·the exchange of 

information a.nollB' Governoents; 

(d) Perform functions arising in connexion with paragraphs {a), (b) and (c) 

of this. Article, in particula.r those assigned to it under international 

instruoonts relating to oaritioe cattors. 

RESOLUTION A.358(IX)   adopted on 14 November 1975 
AMENDMENTS TO THE IMCO CONVENTION



A IX/Res.358 - 4 - 

lirticle 12 

The existil1g text is roplncod by the i'ollowinB: 

The Orgonizc.tion shall consist of an Assenbly, a Council, aMo.ritine 

So.fety Coor.ti ttoe, a Lecro,l Coani ttee, a Marino Enviroru:1ent Protection Conoi ttec 
and ouch subsidiary orgm1s as the Ore,~zD-tion r.w at any tir.io consider 
necessary~ and a Socreto.riat. 

J:.rticle 16 

The e:d.stinff te:,:t is replaced by tho followfna: 

The functionc of the 1 .. ssoobly shall be e 

(n) To elect at each raG"Ulc.r soacion froo rnonc its Menbero, other tlk"U1 

J .. ssccfa te Mer.1bors, i ta PrcElident and two Vico-Prasidents who clul,ll hold office 

until the next reeu].a.r sessio11; 

(b) To deter-uine ito own Rulo~ of Prccedure except as othoruiso provided in 
tha Convc11tio11; 

(c) To establish n.tzy" ter1l)ornr,J or, upon rocoonendntion of the Council, 

perr.nnont subsidiary bodies it rn.y consider to be nececccry; 

( c1) To elect the Motibcrc to be rei)rescnted on the Coun.cil c.c provided ip. 
L.rtiole 18s 

(e) To receive and. consider tho reports of the Council, o.nd to decide. upon any 
question referred to it by tho Com1.cil; 

(f) To approve the work procrrD1.ne of the OrtJpllizntion; 

(G) To vote the buc1{rat Mtl detarotne the finencia.l arral'ly""rm:.lents of the 

Orc;anization, in accordcnce with Part XI, 

(h) To review the expendi turos lmd, c,.pprove the ,o.cco,,mto of the Organization; 

(i) To perforn the functiono of tho axen,nizntion, provided tlw.t in natters 
relating to 1:.rticle 3(a) r.na.· (b), the i~sconbly shc..11 refer such r.1atters to the 

Council for foroulation by it of C.1~7' rccoa1ondo.tiono or inctrunento thereon~ 

provided further tho.t ~, reoori1011dntio110 or inotruoontc aubr.u.tted to tho 
~soenbly by the Council and not accepted by t110 Lssenbly slw..11 be referred back 
to th1a Council for further consideration with such ob.servctiona as the i:..csenbly v.ey· 

nake ] 
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(j) To rcco!JDcnd to lienbors for c.cloption rccu].c.tions ancl e,i.1.irlolines conccrndng 

r_w..ri tine ocl'oty and the l)revontion and control of nardnc vollution frou chips 

or anendnent.c to such regulo.tiom: and e,"Uidelines ,'lhich have been referred to it; 

(k) To tcl:::e c.lecic.ions in roco.rd to convenfng any inter?k'1tionc.l conference or 

followinc ru::iy other npproprinte proccJurc for the c.doption of interno.tional 

conventions or of anendnerrte to any i.11ternati011c.l conventions which have been 

developed by the I:Ic.ri tine Sc.f"cty Cor.J.Di ttec, the Local Cor.nittco, the I.i..1.rine 

Environnent Protection Cor~littee, or other orGDJlc of the 0-~Gc .. niz~tion J 

(1) To refer to the Council for consideration or decision rozy- IJetters within the 

scope of the 0rtT'c.llizc.tion, except thc.t the function of rJD •• kil1c rccor.JDcndations under 

~o..rncrnph (j) of this L.rticlo sh~ll not be dolecnted. 

L.rticle 22 

(i) 1... new pn.rc.crrnph (n) is added co followo: 

(n) The Council ohc.11 consider the dro..ft work proe;TcrnJe end buc"icet eatimtes 
propancd by tho Secret~-Genernl in the li{Jht of the propocc..lo of the Ibri tine 

Safety Coor.uttee, the Leanl CorJOittce, tho I1c.rine Enviroll!.lcnt l:.rotection CorJ2ittco 
end other ore,"rllls of tho Orcanizo.tion c.11c.-:., tal:il1G the~e into account , shell 

ectr:blish and cubnf t to the 1:..oocr.ibly the work prog-r~ and budc;ot oi the 
O:reonization,havinc; recc.rd to tl1e General interest a.nu priorities of the 
Orc-ru1izatio11. 

(ii) Existing paragra:ph (a) is renumbered as :para.graph (b) ~ tb:e 
existing text is replaoed by the following: 

(b) The Coun.cil shall receive the reports, propose.ls ond rocoorlcndntions of the 

lTcxi tine Safety CoUD.i ttee, the Lecnl Coc10i ttee and the Narine Environnent 
l:>rotection ColJDi ttee and other oriro.ns of the Orcranization and slul.11 tra.110:Ji t 
the:.:.1 to the L.sscnbly and , when the J ... sseobly ia not in eeccfon, to tho Ilenbez-s 

for inforr.m.tion, tocrether with the cormerrts and recoor.1endationc of the Council. 

(iii) The existing po.rnrr.re..:ph (b) Le renunbered as l)O.ro.cra:ph (c) and the 
oxiotil1G tc,:t is rei)ln.cec1 'by tho followinc: 
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( c) I-In tters lri thin tho ccopo of l~ticles 29, 34 and 39 shell be conatdoxed 
by the CoU11cil only after obtaining the views of the M:1.ri tine Safety Coi:ni ttee, 

the LeC:,"Cl Conni, tteo or the Marine Environr.1ent Protection Cor.ll:li ttee, as o;::y be 

D.};):i.)ropria te. 

!~ticle 24 
The e:dstinG text is rei)lacecl by the followi11c;: 

The Council rumll nake a repo:rt to the 1:i.oseL!bly at each re.:,i.1.ler session on 

tho uork porfornec1 by the Oreanizl'..tion since the preYious recuJ.ar session of 

tho Assonbly. 

l:.rticlc 2'5 

The o.xistinc text is replncec1 by the followincp 

The Council ahal.L cubnf t to the ll::mecbly fin.::.ncinl eta tot1onto of the 

OrGn.nizc.tion, toccthor with tl1e Council I c cormerrtc end zecconcndatdons, 

1.a-ticlc 26 

(i) The e:dctinc text is ronunbexed no l)arograph (c) and the Pw.rt referre(l 
to therein is cl1c"'.JlC'ec1 to ?1:iRT XIV. 

(ii) 1:.. new parairraph (b) is added cs follows: 

(b) Ile.vine rcc"t'.rc1 to the provisions of Pa.rt XIV and to the :rclntion~ uaintninec:.. 

with other bodies by tho res1)ective Cou:.1i ttoes under l...rticles 29, 3L?. and 39, the 
Council she.LL, between sessions of the l.scenbly, be responcible for rolc.tions 
with other or3D..J."1.i zc ti one, 

l~ticle 27 
The eY..iotinc text is roplacod by the followinG: 

Between sessions of the Loocnbly, the Council shb.11 pcrfo:ru '111 the 

functions of the 0r6"Bl1izntion, excep t tho f,mction c,f nn.kinc rccoru-.1011do.tio11c 

mitlcr 1:..rticle 16(j). In po.rticularp tho Colnl.cil cdmll coor(llimtc the ~otivitieo 

of tho or0,m1:::: of the Orcrouzntion end r2,.."W nake ouch o.djust!".1ento L"'l the ,:·01+. 
~)ro~ru:ue cs a.re strictly necessary to ensure .. the efficient f11.:.""1ctioninG of the 

Orem1izctio11. 
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1...rticle 29 
The e:dstine te::rt io rcl)lncoc,__ by tho followina: 

(n) The Maritinc Safety Cor.11Jittoe shnll consic1cr DXlY' Gc..ttor with.L"'l the scope 

of the Ore,"t'.nization concerned with c.ido to navie:,"ntion, conotruction end 
oqufpnerrt of veasal,e , r1allll.incr fror1 o. scl"ety ota.11dpoint, rules for tho prevention 

of collisiono, hnndlil1.G of dOJ.'lcjcroun cnrcoos, nnritine so.fety procedures ru.1d 

requirencnts, hyc1roerc..phic infon.ntion, lee-books and nnvicrntional rccorc1o, 
no.rino cn.sunlty invecti5~tion so.lVCl.c.,i"J'Q Q.lld reccue, and any othor mttorc 

clirectly a.ffootinc n.1.ritine snfety. 

(b) The M..1.ri tine Snfety CoIJDi tteo shall provide rnchinery for porforning o:ny 

duties o.soicned to it by this Oonvontdon, tho l.cceubly or tho Council, or rmy­ 

duty within the scope of this .lrticlo which r.cy bo cssicncd to it by or under 

DIJ.Y other intorno.tiono.l instrunent ond accepted by the Orcrru1ization. 

( c) Ravine- recro,rcl to the proviaio110 of 1:..rticle 26, the Mari tine Safety Conni tteo, 

Ul)On request by the Council or if it dcoos ouch c..ction useful in tho interests 

of its own work, oooll minto.in such close relationship with other boc1ios ae 

cny further tho purposes of tho Or0-nn.ization. 

J:..rticle 30 
Tho e:dstine- te::rt is repla.cec1 by tho followinc: 

The Mnritino Safety CoIJIJittoe shnll subriit to tho Council: 

(n) Propooalc for oafoty rcculntions or for DJ.Jcndocnts to so.foty recru.lationc 

which tho Conni ttee has doval.opod J 

(b) Rocoraiondatdone end guidoH.11.os which the Corm ttoo has dove'l opedj 

(c) A report on tho work of tho Couoittee since the previous ses:::ion of the 
Council. 
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New Article 32 

A new Article 32 is added at the end of PART VII, as follows: 

Notwithstanding anything to the ~ontrary in this Convention but subject to 

the provisions of Article 28, the ~J.cl.ritirae Safety Convention when exercising the 

functions conferred upon it by or under any international convention or other 

instrument, shall conform to the relevant provisions of the convention or 

instrument in question, particularly as regards the rules governing the procedure 

to be followed. 

New Parts (VIII) and.JLX) 

New PlillTS (VIII and IX) are added after the existing PART VII as follows: 

PART VIII - LEGAL COMMITTEE 

Article 3~ 
The Legal Committee shall consist of all the Members. 

Article 24 
(a) The Legal Committee shall consider any le6"al matters within the scope of 

the Organization. 

(b) Tho Legal Committee shall take all necessary steps to perform any duties 

assigned to it by this Convention or by the Assembly or the Council, or any 

duty within the scope of this Article which may be assigned to it by or under 

any other international instrument and accepted by the Organization. 

(c) Having regard to the provisions of Article 26, the Legal Cor:miittce, upon 

request by the Council or, if it deems such action useful in the interests of 

its own work shall mafrrbadn such close relation.ship with other bodies as may 

further the purposes of the Organization. 

Article "35 

The LoGal Conmittec shall submit to the Council: 

(a) drafts of international conventions and of ar.1endnents to international 

conventions which the Conmittee has developed; 

(b) a report on the work of the Cotmittec since the previous session of the 

Council. 
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Article: . 36 

The Legal·' Committee shall meet at least one~ a, year. It shal~ el.eot 

its officers once a year and shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure. 

Article 37 . 
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Convention, but · 

subject to the provisions ·.of Article 33", the Legal Committee, when , 

exercising the functions conferred upon it by or under any international 
convention or other instrument, shall conform to the relevant provisions 
of the convention or instrument in question, particularly as regards the 

' . 
rules goveriiing the procedures to be followed, 

P.ART IX - THE MARIUE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTIOM COMMITTEE 

Article 38 

The Via.rine Environment Protection Committee shall consist of all the 
Members. 

Article 39 

The 11arine Environment Protection CoDOittce shall consider any niatter 

within the scope of the Organization concerned with the prevention and 
control of marine pollution from ships and in p~rticular shall: 

. . 

(a) Perfom such functions as a.:t'8 or ~~y 1;,c con,fcrred upon the Organi~atfon 
by or under international conventions for the prevention and control of 
marine pollution from ships, particularly with respect to the adoption an~ 
amend.Dent of regulations or other provisions, as provided for in such 

conventions.; : 

(b) considerriP~rbp~~ate o~~aures to ·racilit~te the enforceoent of the 
conventions· referred to in paragraph (a) e.bovef 

( c) .provide !or the acquisition_ of scienti~ic ':. tec~cal ~d .any; other . 
practical infomation on :the prevention and control of ruµ-ine pollution 

I •• oi t I • 

froQ ships for dioaeoination to States, in pnrticular to developing co'lmtries 
and, where appropriate, nake reconraendo.tions and develop guidelines-f 
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(d) Promote co-operation with regional organizations concemed with th~ 
prevention and control of marine pollution from ships, having regard to 

the provisions of Article 26; 

(e) consider and take appropriate action with respect to any other matters 

falling within the scope of the Organization which would contribute to the 
prevention and control of marine pollution -frot1 ship·s including 
co-operation on envirom1ental matters with otl1er intema.tional organizations, 
having regard to the provisions of Article 26. 

Article £1.0 

The l1arine Environncnt Protec~ion CoDIJittee shall suboit to th~ 
Council: 

(a) Proposals for regulations for the prevention and control of oarine 
pollution fron ships and for aoendments to such regulations which the 
Comittee has developed; 

(b)· r.econnendations and guidelines which the Comittee has dovelopedl 

(c) a report on tho work of the Coroittee since the previous session of 
the Council. 

Article 41 

The irarine Environnent ~rotection Comrl.ttoe shell oeet at least once 

a year. It shall elect its officers once a yeo:r Dnd shall adopt its own 
Rules or Procedure. 

Article 42 
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Convention,· but 

subject to the provisions of .Article 38, the ll;"..rine Environnent Protection 
• t ,··. . • -_· --: ;, 

Coaoittee, when exercising the functiqns confc~od upon it by or under ony 
international convention or other instrunent, shall confom to the relevant 
provisions of the convention or instrunent in g_uestion, particularly as· 
regards the rules governing the procedures to ·be' followed. 
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The existing PARTS VIII throUG'h XVII are renumbered accordingly as · 

PA.f-lTS X throuen, XIX. 

The existing Articles 33 through 63 are renunbered accordincly as 
Articles 43 through 73. 

Article 3.3 (renumbered as .ArticlG 43) 

The existing text is replaced by the following: 

The Secretariat shall comprise the Secretary-General andisuch other 

personnel as tho Orcanization nay require. The Secr_etary-Gencral shall be 

the chief administ~ative officer of the Organization and shall, subject to 

the provisions of Article 23, appoint the abovo-oentioned personnel. 

Ju-ticle 34 (rcmunbercd as Article 44) 

The existing text is replaced by tho following: 

The Sccrotn.riat shall 1:1aintain all such records as nay be necessary 

for tho efficient discharge of the functions of the Or;ra.nization and shall 

prepare, collect and circulate the papers, documents, agenda, rainutes and 

infornation that may be required for tho work of the Orcn,nization. 

Article 38 (renUJJbcrcd as Article 48) 

Tho existing text is replaced by the following: 

The Secretary-General shall assune any other functions which bay be 

assicned to him by the Convention, tho Assenbly or the Council. 

Article 39 (renurJbered as Article 49) 

The existing text is replaced by the followincr: 

Each nenber shall bear the salary, travel and other expenses of its 

own delegation to the oeetings held by the Or~zati,on. 
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' \ 
Article 42 (renumbered as Article 52) 

The existing text is replaced by the following: 

1m.y Member which f'ails to discharge its financial obligation to the 

Organization within one year from the date 011 which it is due, shall have 

no vote in the Assembly, the Cotmcil, the Maritime Safety Committee, the 

Legal Committee or the Marine Environment Protection Committee unless the 

Assembly, at its discretion, waives this provision • 

.Article 43 (renumbered as A...-ticle 53) 

The existing text is replaced by the following: 

Except as otherwise provided in the Convention or in a:n:y international 

agreement which confers functions on the Asseobly, the Co'Ullcil, the Maritime 

Safety Co.t1D1ittee, the Legal ColllIJittee or tho Marine Environment Protection 

Committee, the following provisions shell apply to voting in these organs: 

(a) Each Menbor shall have ono vote. 

(b) Decisions shall be by a oajority vote of tho Meobers present and 

voting and, for decisions where a two-thirds oajority vote is required, by 

a two-thirds najority vote of those present. 

( c) For the purpose of the Convention, tho phrase ''Meobers present and 

voting" neans "Menbors present and ca.sting nn affimn.tive or negative vote". 

Meobers which abstain froo voting shall be considered as not voting. 

Article 52 (ronuobered aa Article 62) 

The existing text is replaced by the·following: 

Texts of proposed anendl:ients to the Conv0ntion shall be coanunicated 

by the Secretary-General to Meobers at least sb: oonths in advance of their 

consideration by the Assenbly. lulendoents shall be adopted by a two-thirds 

najority vote of tho Lasenbly. Twelve nonths nfter its ncceptance by 

two-thirds of the Meobers of the Organization, other than Associate Menbers, 

each anendD.ent shall cone into forco f'or all Het1bers except those which, 

before it cones into force, ooke a declaration thut they do not accept the 
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amendment. The Assembly may by a two-thirds majority vote determine at 

the time of its adoption that an amendment is of such a nature that a:ny 

Member which has ma.de such a declaration and which does not accept the 

amendment within n period of twelve months after the amendment comes into 

force shall, upon the expiration of this period, cease to be a party to the 

Convention. 

Article 55 (renumbered as Article 65) 

The existing text is replaced by the following: 

Any question or dispute conceming the interpretation or application 

of the Convention shnll be referred to the Assenbly for settlement, or 

shall be settled in such other manner as tho pnrties to the dispute may 

agree. Nothing in this Article shall preclude eIJ.Y organ of the 

Organization from settling a:ny such question or dispute that may arise 

during the exercise of its functions. 

The Articles referred to in the following .Articles are changed as 

follows: 

.Article 6: The reference to Article 57 is chn.ngod to JU'ticle 67 
la-ticle 7: The reference to Article 57 is chongcd to Article 67 
Article 8: The reference to Article 57 is chru1ged to Article 67 
l.rticle 9: The reference to la-ticle 58 is chongod to lxticle 68 . . 
1:i.rticles 53 and 54 (renuobered as .articles 63 end 64): The reference 
to f~icle 52 o.re chnnged to ll.rticle 62 

Article 56 (renumbered as .article 66): The reference to liTticle 55 is 
changed to l~icle 65 

1..rticle 58 (renuobered as Article 68): The reference in paragraph (d) 
to uticlc 57 is changed to .article 67 

Article 59 (renunbered as l~icle 69): The reference in paragraph (b) 
to Article 58 is changed to /~icle 68 

1.rticle 60 (renuobered as llrticle 70): The reference to f~icle 57 is 
changed to 1.rticle 67. 
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