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RESOLUTION A, 340 (DC) 
o..dopted on 12 November 1975 

RECOI'.fMENDATION ON" ESTli.BLISHME.NT OF FliIRWAYS 
THROUGH OFF-S1IORE EXPLOPJlTION .AREAS 

THE ASSEMBLY, 

HOTil{G .Article 16(i) of the IHCO Convention concerning tho functions of 

the Assembly, 

nECALLIHG Resolution A.179(VI) by which it adopted tho Recommendation on 

estnblishment of fo..i:rwo..ys through off-shore exp.Loza tion areas, 

HECOGIITZDJG tho need fox ensuring unencumbered exp.Lod, fa.tion of sea-bod, 

:resources as :well as safety o..t sco.., 

HA VDTG CONSIDERED the difficulties which .. would result from the congestion 

of ncvf.ga .. ble wnters by off-shore pln.tfoms or other similnr structures, 

HAVING ALSO CONSIDE.r"'IBD the Recoraaondc tion adopted by tho lhri tine Saf oty 

CoD.nittee nt its thirty-thi~d session~ 

l:lECONI-'.JEIIDS thc:/c govornmcrrts e 

(i) ansuro tho.t tho c:qJloi tntio11 of sen-bed rosou:rccs does not seriously 

obstruct soc appxonchca and shipping routes 9 

(ii) study tho pnttern of shipping traffic through off-shore resource 

cxplorntion areo.s o.t o..n eo.rly oto.ge, oo o.s to be able to assess 

:potontio.l interference with nani.ne txnffic passing close to or 
through such aroo.s o.t nll stages of exploitntion; 

(iii) v~10re prolifero.tion of oil installations or cho.nges of traffic 

pattern vm.rrants it, consider ·the ostn.bliohnont and cho.rting of 
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ship1Jing safety f'airwnys through exploration areas, the positioning 

of oil rigs, platfor-.L1S or other sinilar structures within such 

f'o.irwnys being o.voided; 

(iv) ensure, as far ns pmcticable, th.o.t the oil rigs, pla.tfoms and other 

sinilo.r structures are 110t estnblished within routeing achenes 

ac1opted by the Or6nnization or near their te:roinals and that when 

considering safety fairways the principles adopted by IUCO with 

respect to routeing should n,s far as possible be applied; 

( v) when the tenporary posi tio11..i.ng of an exploration rig or sinilc.r 

structure in adopted tro.ffic separo.tion scheoes connot be a.voided, 

ensure that such troffio separation achenes are anended, if' 

necessary, in o.ccordance with the guidelines appearing in the 

AppenclL"C to this Resolution. Details of such tonpomry anendnenbs 

should be forwtJ..rded to the Orgnniza.tion nnd to appropriate 

hydrogrcpliic offices nt lea.st two oonths before the 9A'I)loration ricr 

is positioned within o.n ndopted tro.ffic separation scheoe so as to 

allow ru.1ple tine for inforoing slu.1)ping; 

(vi) When the esto.blishnent of perrnnent installations within e:dsting 

traffic separation schenes cannot be avoided, ensure that the 

Orgnnization is consulted so that pernanent anenclnents to the schene 

nny be adopted, 

RESOLVES that tllis Resolution shall replace Resoluti~n A.179(VI). 
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APPENDIX 

GUIDELINES FOR ADJUSTMENT OF A TRAFFIC SEPARATION 
SCHEME WHEN TEMPORARY POSITIONING OF AN 

EXPLORATION RIG CANNOT BE AVOIDED 

1. In every case before the teoporary positioning Qt an explomtion rig is 
pem:l.tted within a tre.ftic separation achece the following circumstances ah0uld 
be taken into account: 

(a) the principles of the Ore,'alllzation on :routeing; 

(b) the local circuostances; 

(c) the nvo.ila.ble sea. rooc in tha o.rea involved; 

(d) the dansity and type or tra.f1"1c ~.:mrol~I 

( o) th3 :p3.ttem or wea.-:;h9r car.di tior.a; 

(r) the etr,1cture of tht; sub-soil and the a.ltarnative drilling possibilities. 

2. If a.ft er conaider.ing a.11 these circucstances the positioning of n. rig 
cmmot be a.voided en ODe!l<ment to the achece should be md.e tolc:l.ng into acco,mt 
the followins B'.lidelin6s: 

(a) AAJustcen·ts 

'When the drill1n8 location is situated near the boundo.ry ot a lane or 
traffic separation zone, a relatively slieht odjustcent ot the scheoe 
could have such ef'f'ect tha.t the drilling rig and its associated so.tety 
zone is suf'ficimtly cleo.r ot the tmttio lane. 

Exagple 
origiJlal. situation adnpted situation 

,~~ 
!> 

-------------~_, 

•.....,lflllll98 ·- - - - 

,- - - .. 
- -·' ,t ~ -- - 
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If !l ena.11 tecpora.r.; a.djus·toent of th9 tra.f'f'ic lano is not possible the 
whole or part. or the scllGDa courd be tmpora.rl.l.y shitted in order to 
clear the drilling a.:rcn froo the lane so that tmffic connected with 
the drlllinB operations will stay clear or the lane. 

Exppple 
orl~r1e.l s! tu.,.,,tion ada.pted situn.tion ____ ,_, __ ______ ...... __ 

• 
f >%1/ /1/ ,/1/,(/d 

' ~ --- 
)( 

T,::o;•o~;u.7 local intc~~p·tlon of the Rchece or pa.rt o! the achsras in 
-cbe o.r.Gn. oz location of the dr.lll!ng rig. Such an interruption could 
be on.de o. p:n:3ca.11tiona.r., area. 

Exgpple 
originAJ. situo.tion 

I; _, 

- --- 

sda.pted situn.tion 

----. 

--~--- 

w;;1 
- - - 

( d) s·~.spen~i~ 

Teopomry suspension oi the whole sche!:la. 

3. In eo.ch ca.so, explorntion aites should be reviewed mid auch conditions 
apecitied as the .Adciniotration ~ deec neceaaa.ry to ansm:e aat.ty of 
:nsvige.tion in the e.rea. 
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