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RECOI'IMEtID1lTIOH OH PRilICIPLES 1:JID OlJJiE?JiTICrT.AL GUIDilI'f~ 
FOR DECK OFFICERS Ill ClilillGE OF t. 

Wl~TCII IlJ POUT 

TLE ASSEIJJJLY, 

NOTING 1:..rticle 16(i) of the IlICO Convention concerning the func'td ona of 
the L.ssenbly, 

BECLLLIHG Resolution L.285(VIII) concemine basic principles nnd operational 

guidance relating to navigational wa.tchkee:pi11g1 

IILVING COlTSIDEHED the Re11ort of the Nari tine Sruety Conni ttee on its 
thirty-second.. session, 

L]OPTS the RecoIJDenciation on Principles and OperationaJ. Guidance for 

Deck Officers in Charge of a: Uatch in Port containecl in the L.nnex to this 
Resolution~ 

HECOI-:lH!ill:IDS that J.Ienber Governnents i:oplement as soon as practicable the 

neasuree contained in tbis Heoom.mandation. 

EECOI'.JYIBTI:T.DL.TIOlJ ON PHINCIPLES 1:JID OPEfJ/I1IOlrn.L GUIDL.lil"CE 
FOR DECK OFFICEPuS IN CHt.illGE OF L. 

WL.TCII. IlT P011T 

I. Introduction 

1 o This Rocormendatdon D..J?J?lies to a shil) safely moored alonc;sicle or safely 
at anchor under normal. circunsta.nces in por-t , For shfpn at on exposed 

o.nchorac;"e reference should be nade to the addf tionn.l precautions corrtrdned in 
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the Recommenclo.tion on Basic Principles and Operational Guida.nee Relatine to 

Na.vigo,tional Watchkeepin5. Special requirements my be necesso.ry for special 

tYi)eS of ships and/ or cargo. 

2. The following principles and operational guidance should be taken into 

account by shipowners, nasters o.nd wo.tcl~ceepine officers. 

II. Watch ancl its ilrranr{eoents 

3. Arrangements for keeping o. wo.tch when the ship is in port should be: 

(a) to ensure the so.fety of life, ship, ·c&'t,"O and port; 

(b) to observe intemn.tionru., · nntional end local rules; 

(c) to naintnin order and the nomal routine of the ship. 

4. The ship's master decic1es the number of nen who will make up the watch 

and the dti.ro.tion of the wntch, dependfng on the concli tions of mooring, the 

ty-1)e of the ship and character of duties. 

5. Thore. should olwo.ys boo. qualified deck officer in charge of the watch 

except in vessels undez 500 gToss register tons not carrying clal'ieerous cargo 

where the master nay appoint whoever has appropriate quclifications to keep 

the watch in port. 

6. The nrrcnB"Gnents of the necesso.ry oqu.ipnent should be such as to provide 

the r1ost efficient perfo:rmo.nce of the duties by every wntchkeeyer. 

III. To.king Over the 1Iatch 

7. The officer of the waboh shoul.d not ho.nd over the watch to the relievine 

officer if he has nny reason to believe tho.t the latter is appo.rently·under 

any diso.bility which would preclude hin froo co.rryine out his duties effectively. 

If in doubt, the officer of the watch should inform the mster o.ccordin~ly. 

a. The relieving officer should be infomed by the officer beine relieved on: 

(o.) the depth of water o.t the berth, ship's drauent, the level and time 

of hi[;h o.nd low wo.ters; fastening of the noorines, arrangements 

of the onchor(s) m:id the slip of the chain, ond other feo.tu.res of 

liloorine important for the safety of the ship; sto.te of nain 

eneines o..~d availability for emergency use; 
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(b) o.11 work to be perfomecl on bonrc.l ship; the nature , aaourrt end 
clisposi tion of cn:rgo loaded or renn.ininc o,r any residues after 
unloo.cling on boa.rd ship~ 

( c) the level of water in bilees o.nd bo.lla.st tonks~ 

(d) the signnls o.nd/or lieh,ts being exhibitoc1; 

(e) the aitthorizec1 persons on board and the nunbez' of crew nenbezs 
required to be on boarc1; 

(f) the state of fire-fiGhtine appliances; 

(g) o.ny speed.al. p_ort reGiulatio~1s; 

(h) the r:1C:.ster' s sto.nding and specio.l orders; 

(i) the lineo of coi.JDUllication that are available between the ship ond 

th~ dock stnff mid/or port ~~ithorities in the event of o.n eoereency 
a.rising or assistance beine re.~uirecl; 

( j) other circunstances of Lnpor-bance to the_ safety of the ship and 
pro·tection of the environnent fron pollution. 

9. The relievinG officer ohould satisfy himself that: 

(a) fastenin0s of noorincs ru.10./or anchon chcin are o.clcquo.to~ 

(b) the appropriate signals ond/or li.ghts o.re properly hoisted and 
exhibited; 

(c) sn.fety neasures o.nc1 fire :protection rec;u.la.tions aro beine naintronecl; 

(d) he is a.ware of the nature of rm.y ho..zcrcl.ou.s/do..ne;erous co..rgo beine 
loaded or dischn.ro~d cind tho ~,~roprinte action in the event of 
o.ny spillage o:nd/or £ire; 

( e) no e:rlernoJ. conditions and :circunsto.nces iuperil the shi1) and tho..t 
his mm ship does not ir..iyeril others. 

10. If, at the monenf of ha.nc1inc over the wo.tch, on inporto.nt operation is 
being perfornod it should be .concluded py tho officer being relieved, except 
when ordered othO:t"Wise by the ma.star. 

11. The watcl~ceepinc officer should~ 

(o.) nako rotmds to inspect the ship o.t o.pproprio.te intervals; 
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(b) lJD.Y particulc..r attention to: 

(i) the condition and fastening of the gonr:Jwo.y, anchor chain and/ 
or moorines, es:pecially o.t the turn of the tia.e or in berths 
with a lar~ rise o.nd fall and, if necessary, take men.sures to 
ensure that they a.re in a 11o~al working condition; 

(ii) the d.ro.ught, u11dorkeel cleo..ro.nce and the state of the ship 

to a.void dangerous listing c..nd trim during careo handling 

rm.d/ or ballasting; 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

the state of the weather o.nd sea; 

observance of all ReGL1,ln.tions concerning safety precautions 

n.ncl fire protection; 

wo.tez- level in bilges and to.nks;· 

n.ny other Jersono on board nnd their location, es~ecio.lly 

those in rer:.<>te or e::1olosecl si;acea; 

(vii) the exhibition of ony sisno.ls ond/or ligl1ts. 

(c) in bn.d weather, or on receivinB o. stom-wnr:ning, toke the necessn.ry 

measures to J.)rotect the shi~), the personnel and the co.rgo; 

(d) tn.ke every precaution to prevent pollution of the enviror..ocnt by 

his own ship; 

(e) in an emergency threatening the safety of the ship, raise the o.ln.n:i, 

inforo the tiaster, take all ~ossible neo.sures to prevent o.ny dnnage 
to tho shil) and , if neceeeary, req_uest assistance fron the shore 

author~ ties onc1/or neighbourine slu,ps; 

(f) be awe.re of the state of stability so that in the event of fire the 

shore fire-fighting authority oa.y be advised of the quantities of 

water that can be punpod on board without endo.ngeril1B' the ship; 

(c) offer o.ssisto.nce to ships or persons in distress~ 

(h) take the necessary precautions to prevent accidents or c1ru:i.nut"J'8 when 

propellers a.re to be tu.med~ 

(i) enter in o. log-book all inporto.nt events n.ffectinc the ship. 
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