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ESTABLISHMENT OF A MARINE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION COMMITTEE

THE ASSEMBLY,

TAKING WOTE of Article 1 of the IMCO Convention regarding the purposes of

the Organization,

BEING AWLRE of the increasing extent and importance of the activities of
the Organization relative to the prevention of pollution of the land, sea or
air by or from ships, vessels and other crafts operating in the marine environment

(hereafter referred to as ships),

TAKING ACCOUNT of the Recoumendations of the United Nations Conference on
the Hunan Environment (Stockholm, 5=-16 June 1972), of the preparation for the
Third Law of the Sea Conference and of relevant Resolutions adopted by the
United Nationsg and also of the role of the United Nations Environment Prograrme

established by Resolution 2997 (XXVII) of the General Lssenbly,

RECOGNIZING that in the environmental field, activities of the Organization
are becoming increasingly involved with related activities of other United
Nations bodies and organizations and that the Organiuation is being called upon

to play a nore significant role in this field,

NOTING with appreciation that the principal burden arising fron
responsibilities of the Organization for dealing with marine pollution fron
ships has hitherto been carried by the Maritime Safety Committee in addition to
its important and extensive statutory obligations relative to the safety of life

and property at sca,

BELIEVING nevertheless that overall efficiency of the Organization will be
greatly enhanced in the future if matters relating to the protection of the
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marine environnent are undertaken by a body specifically assigned for this
purpose, thus enabling the Maritime Safety Comnittee to concentrate nore
specifically on the work releting to maritine safety which is also increasing

in inmportance and nagnitude,

HAVING NOTED the outcome of the IMCO Conference on Marine Pollution
(London, 8 October = 2 Novenmber 1973), particularly with respect to the
conclusion of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution

from Ships, 1973 and the adoption of associated Conference Resolutions,

\VING CONSIDERED the Recommendations of the Council and its 4d Hoc
Working Group on Marine Environnent Protection with respect to the future role

and activities of the Organization in this field,

NOTING Lrticles 12 and 16(c) of the INMCO Convention concerning the
establishment of subsidiary bodies,

RECOGNIZING that the objectives will be most effectively and efficiently
achieved by the establishnent of a permanent Committee to execute and
co~ordinate all activities of the Organizat’on relating to the prevention and

control of pollution of the marine environment from ships,

DECIDES to establish a Marine Environnent Protection Cornittee as a
permanent subsidiary body of the Assenbly pursuant to Lrticle 16(c) of the

IMCO Convention, with the following Terms of References

"To assist IMCO in its consultations with other bodies within the
United Nations systen, especially the United Nations Environnent Programne,
and with other international organizations and expert bodies in the field
of marine pollution, and to co-ordinate and adninister, in consultation
as appropriate with other bodies of IMCO, the activities of the
Organization concerning the prevention and control of narine pollution

fron ships and in particular:

(a) to perforn such functions as are or nay be conferred wpon the
Organization under international conventions for the prevention and
control of pollution from ships, particularly with respect to the
adoption or amendnent of regulations or other provisions, as

provided for in such conventions;



(v)

(c)

(e)
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to consider appropriate measures to facilitate the enforcement of

the Conventions referred to in paragraph (a) above;

to provide for the acquisition and dissemination of scientific,
technical and any other practical information on the prevention and
control of marine pollution from ships tc States, particularly
developing countries, and, where appropriate, to make recommendations

and to develop guidelines;

to promote co-operation with regional oxganizations concerned with

the prevention of marine pollution fron ships;

to consider and take appropriate action with respect to any other
natters falling within the scope of the Organization which would
contribute to the prevention and control of narine pollution from
ships including co-operation on environmental matters with other

international organizations'.

DECIDES FURTEER thats

(a)

(v)

Menbership of the Committee shell be open to all States Members of

the Organizetion and to cther States Parties to Conventions in respect
of which the Cormittee performs functions, provided that a State not

& Member of the Organization may vote only when the Cormittee
performs functions in respect of a Convention to which it is a

party as provided in that Convention. However, the adoption of
anendnents to a Convention shall be in accordance with the procedures

set forth in the Convention under consideration;

the Committee shall, except as specifically provided otherwise in its
terns of reference, for example paragraph (a) thereof, report to the
Asserbly through the Council. The Council shall transmit reports of
the Committee to the Assenbly, together with its owm comments and
recommendations, As regards budgetary and other organizational
matters, the Council shall exercise the same functions and control as

it does over other sectors of the Organization's works;
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(c) the Cormittee shall follow the Nules of Proccdure of iAsseribly except
insofar as the Committee, with approval of the Assenbly, adopts
other rules, The Committee is empowcred to adopt and apply its own
rules in relation to the following subjectss sessions, credentials,
publicity, agenda, election of officers, sumnary records and
languages. The quorun for the neetings of the Committce shall be

deternined by the Cormittee itself,
REQUESTS the Secretary-General to take all necessary steps for the
inauguration of the Comniittee carly in 1974,

REQUESTS the Council, the Maritine Safety Cormittee and the Legal Committee
to provide all possible assistance and co-operation with the work of the

Cormittee,



RESOLUTION A.297(VIIl) adopted on 23 November 1973
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION COMMITTEE



	Blank Page
	Blank Page



