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REC OMMEINDATIOH ON THE S.L\FE STOWli.GE ~TD: SECURIUG 
. OF CONTAilJERS OH DECK ON VESSELS WIIICII ME NCYr 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED JJIJD FITTED FOR T!IE' PURPOSE 

OF C.llPJlTh"\TG CONTAINERS 

TIIC .l'J3SE!,IDLY, 

NOTING fu-ticle 16(i). of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental Hnritine 

Consultative Organization concernine the functions of the Assembly, 

IIL':i.VD:TG CONSIDEHED. the Report of the I'1hri tine Sa.f~ty Conni ttee on its 

twenty-seventh session, 

I-IL' .. VnrG NOTED that the Con".1i ttee 's Reconnendation had been alren.dy brought 

to the attention of Menber Oove'rnnorrba by MSC/Circular 141 of 3 H!1? 1973_, 

RESOLVES 

(a) to adopt the Reconnendation the text of which is annexed·hereto, 

(b). to invite governnents to give effect to the ne.conocnootion. 

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limitedl 
number of copies. Delegates and observers are kindly requested / 
not to mislay their copies and not to request additional copies.
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RECOMMENDATION 
OB' 

THE SAFE STarTJJ.GE 1JID SECtJilING OF CONTAINERS mr 
DECIC ON VESSELS WHICII .tJlE NO!' SPECIALLY DESIGNED iJID 

FITTED FOR TilE PURPOSE OF ClillRYING CONTAINERS 

TIID ML':iRITIME St.J'ETY COM?U'l·l·EE, 

RECOONIZING that containers have been developed for use in a through 
transportation systeo. including the use of special purpose_oonta.iner vessels, 

Narnm that these containers are being carried safely, under oerta.in 
conc1i tiona, on vessels which are not noroa.lly fitted with securing arrangements 
genemlly found in special purpose container vessels, 

COI'JSIDERS that particular o.ttention oust be given to the stowage and 
securing of suoh containers when carried on deck, 

HECOMMENDS that governnents issue advice concerning the carriage of 
containers on deck on such vessels, 

FURTIIER IlECOMME!IIDS that such advice should include the following ba.sio 
principles: 

(a) containers carried on deck or on hatches should be stowed preferably 
in a. fore and- a.ft direction; 

(b) containers should be stowed so that they do not extend over the 
vessel's side. Adequate supports should be provided when oontainers 
overhang hatches or deok structures; 

(c) containers should be stowed and secured ao a.a to permit safe access 
for personnel in the necessary working of the vessel; 

(d) all containers should be effectively seoured, preferably a.t the bottoo 
corners, in a way which will guard against sliding. Restraint 8.ol'l'8.inst 
tipping should be effected by securing the top or bottoti corners as 
nay be praotioable; 

( e) containers carried on deck or hatches should be carried one high unless 
the upper containers a.re so secured that they cannot slide or tip; 
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(f) under nomal conditions no restraint syoteo shou.ld inposc on 

containers or any of their fittint.,""S forces in excess of -chose for 

,~rich they hnve been designed; 

(g) at no tine should the containers overstross the doc!~ or hatches; the 

hatch covers should be so secured to the vessel that tipping of the 

entire hatch cover is prevented; 

(h) the structural strength of the deck or hatch conponents should be 

taken into consideration when containers are carried thereon and 

when locating and affixing securing devices. 
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