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THE ASSEMBLY~ 

NOTING Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter 
Governnental Har'L t.Lne Consultative Or'gan.Lza t.i on concerning 
the functions of the As senb.ly , 

CONSIDERING that there ,:i_s a need for Lnpr-ov.Ing the 
Hari t.Lne Distress Sys t en and in particuiar as far as 1·nclio 
telephony is concerned, 

HAVHJG CONSIDERED the Recormendat.Lcns of the tfari tine Safety 
Coi:mittee at its twenty-second session regarding the adoption 
of naasur-es aiuing at achieving an early Lnpr'ovenerrt of the 
Maritioe Distress Systeo, 

DEC2:DES to adopt the Recoornendations prepared by the 
CoEIDi ttee and appearing at Annex to this Resolution, with regard 
to: 

(a) Ioproving listening watch on 2182 kHz; 

(b) Avoidance of unnecessary radiotelephone alnrn 
signal transoissions on 2182 kHz; 
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( c) Extension of the Mari tii:1e Distress Syste1:1 on 
the radiotelephone distress frequency; 

(d) Restricting calling on 2182 kHz; 

(e) Utilization of 2182 kHz solely for safety pu1!Joscs; 

(f) Carriage of eoergency position-indicating radio 
beacons; 

(g) Use of shore-based direction-finding stations1 

RECOMMENDS Menber Governnents to take as soon as possible 
whatever action is required for the inpleoentation of the 
recoonended oeasures, 

FURTHER DECIDES that the Resolution and jts l\nnex be brought 
to th0 attention of ITU, with the request that action be taken 
as necessary with a view to inpleQenting the oeasures reco[~1ended 
at /'..nnex. 

!J.\JNEX 

RECOMMENDATION ON IMPROVING LIS::i'ENING 
WATCH ON 2182 kHz 

THE MARITHIB SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

CONSIDERING tha-~ there is a need for inproving the listening 
watch on 2182 kHz, 

TfJ<ING ACCOUNT of Nos. 1349 amd 1350 of the Radio Regulations 
and the footnote cuncerning Japan anC: the Philippines perto.inin5 
thereto, 

HAVING EXlu'JIINED the r-econaendat.i.ona of the Sub-Conru ttee on 
Radiococnunications on this subject, 
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DECIDES to recoonend that: 

(a) Adoinistrations of ITU Region 2 consider 
ioplenenting the silence periods on 2182 1ti-Iz 
now existing in ITU Regions 1 and 3; 

(b) Ad.Dinistrations consider, as part of their 
preparation for the next WARC for the Marjtine 
Mobile Service, any further action which Day be 
required, concerning silence periods; 

(c) this RecoLmendation be brought to the attention 
of ITU with the request that action be taken, 
as necessary, with a view to its wide 
ioplenent:etion. 

RECOMMENDATION ON AVOIDANCE OF UNNECESS/~Y 
RADIOTELEPHONE ALARM SIGNAL TR.f..NSMISSIONS 

ON 2182 l-diz 

THE MARITIIV1E SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

CONSIDERING that unnecessary radiot0:!.ephone alaro sigral 
transoisbions oust be avoided, 

HAVING EX/JIIINED the recoonGndations of th6 Sub-Co[~1ittee on 
RadiocoDnunications on this subject, 

DECIDES to recom1end ·che following neasures for iL~JleDentation 
by Meober Governnents: 

(a) to reduce unnecessary a.Larm s Lgna'l, enissions Nenber 
Governnent3 should, as a natter of urgency, take 
all essential actions to prohitit tests of the 
radiotelephone alarn signal on 2182 kHz and to 
require the use of a suitable artificial aerial 
for any tests of the radioteiephone alaro signal 
on other frequencies; 
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(b) an exception is pernitted for radiotelephone 
eoergency equipment having only the distress 
frequency 2182·kHz, in which case, a suitable 
artificial aerial shall be ei:iployed. 

RECOMMENDATION ON EXTENSION OF THE Ml'~RITIME 
DISTRESS SYSTEM ON THE RlillIOTELEPHONE 

DISTHESS FREQUENCY 

THE MARITIME S!1FETY COMl'UTTEE, 

CONSIDERING the need £or achieving an early inproveaent of' 
the Maritioe Distress Systeo particularly with regard to 
radiotelephony, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the contents of' Resolution Mi'J117 of 
the World 1' .. dninistrative Radio Conf'erence f'or' the Maritine 
Mobile Service, 1967, 

HAVING EX!JVIINED the r-ecoruaenda'tf.ons of the Sub-Conru ttee 
0n Radi.oconraunacataons on this subject, 

DEC:iDES to recoDLlencl that: 

(a) ships cor~Julsorily fitted with either a radioteleGraph 
or a racli8telephone ir...stallation shall have in. 
additicn facilities for listenine continuously, while 
at sea, on the ra::liotelcphone distress frequency by 
neans and in conditions which will have to be 
deterninecl and approved by the Ldninistration, e.c. 
a watch -r:'eceiver whose output should be as near as 
poGsible to the place froo which the ship is usually 
navi6atecl; 
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(b) radiotelegraph ships should be encouraged to carry 
a radiotelephone transoittcr capable of operating 
on the 2 MHz band, which should be equipped with 
an autonatic radiotelephone alarn signal generator; 

(c) Adoinistrations should consider introducing a national 
requirement concerning the carriaee of a radiotelephone 
distress frequency watch receiver by ships to whf.ch 
the Convention does not apply, as far as it is 
practicable. 

RECOMI"1ENDATI0N ON RESTRICTING CALLING ON 2182 kHz 

THE MARITIME SAFE1rY COMMITTE~, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the need to iL~Jrove the Maritine Distress 
Systen with particulo.r rceard to radictelephony, 

TAKING IN'i10 ACCOUNT the relevant Radio Regulations, 

HAVING NOTED necoonendation MAH. 5 of the World Ldninistrative 
Radio Conference for the Maritine Mobile Service, 1967, relating 
to the designation of corrrJon frequ8ncies in the oediur.1 frequency 
bands for usa by coast radiotelephone stations for coLE1unicating 
with ships of other· nationalities, 

DECIDES to r-econnend to Menber Governnents the follovring: 

(a) The followinCT practice should be established for 
calling pilots: 

(i) use of appropriate Maritioe VHF cham~ols; 

(ii) call on wor'kfng frequencies in the band 
1605 to 4000 kHz; 
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(iii) use 2182 kHz only after steps (i) and (ii) 
above are unsuccessful and then only to 
deteroine the working frequency to be used. 

(b) The following practice should be established for 
ship-to-shore and inter-ship callinc at national 
level; 

(i) use of appropriate working frequency or 
frequencies; 

(ii) use the frequency 2182 kHz only when other 
ueans of establishing contact are unavailable 
or unsuC'cCsGful; 

(c) When ships are bound to advise port authorities 
well in advance (for instance 12 h011rs or 24 hours) 
of their ETA, the relevant vessage should be 
tra~~oitted throush a coast station. 

(d) The followine practice should be establishe~ for 
callinG of ships by coast stations: 

use of appropriate working frequency or 
frequencies wher-e applicable and resort to 
2182 kHz only when the foroer is unsuccessful 
or in8.pplicable. 

(e) In relation to (d) above: 

(i) the early icplerJentation by Aduinistrations 
of selective calling is strone;ly r'econnendcd 
so that ships will be able to use this facility; 

(ii) attention is drawn t0 the fact that sone countries 
have already iuplenented selective callinG on 
2182 kHz and, at least o~e country on 2170.5 kHz, 

RESOLUTION A.217(VII)  adopted on 12 October 1971 
MEASURES FOR STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THE MARITIME DISTRESS SYSTEM 

JROSS
Pencil



- 7 - 

L VII/Res.217 

FUitTHER DECIDES this r-ecocnendat Lon be br-ougrrt to the 
attention of ITU with the request that cction is taken, as 
necessary, with a view to its wide inplenentntion. 

RECOMMENDJ~TION ON UTILIZATION OF 2182 l{Hz 
SOLELY FOR SAFE11Y PURPOSES 

THE MARITIME Sf.FETY COMMITTEE, 

CONSIDERING the need to inprove the Maritine Distress 
Systen, 

RECOGNIZING the inportance of optinun conditions for the 
transr.Jission of distress, urgency and safety sienals1 

RECOGNIZING FUHTHER how seriously these conditions arc 
linited by the present congestion on the inte1nationnl 
radiotelephone clistre_ss and caf.Lfng f'r equency ~ 

HJNING EXPJ'-'IINED the r'eccnnenda t.Lons of the Sub-Conni. ttee on 
Radf ocormunfca t.tons , 

DECIDES to recoonencl that the use of this frequency should 
be restricted to the following~ 

(a) distress and urgency si2nals and oess~Ges and 
safety si6nals; 

(b) calls releted to radiodeteroination in eoercency 
situations; 

(c) calls and replies for the purpose of initiatinc 
con~act prior to coununicating on a working 
frequency relative to safety of navicntion; 

(d) calls for establishinG coonunicntion ~n~en tho use 
of a working frequency is unsuccessful or not 
available, brief operating signalc, very lini tGc: 
necessary testing and announcer.1ents of inportant 
tronsnissions which will follow on a workinc 
frequency, 

RESOLUTION A.217(VII)  adopted on 12 October 1971 
MEASURES FOR STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THE MARITIME DISTRESS SYSTEM 

JROSS
Pencil

JROSS
Pencil

JROSS
Pencil



n 
- 0 - 

{1 VT' ,'r:, 0,..... 2..,..L7 
.J.:.. .J...L/.1.~'cCl• I 

FURTHER DECIDES that this Reconncndat.Lon be br-ouglrt to the 
attention of ITU with the request that action be taken as 
necesso.ry with a view to its wide Lup.Lenerrtc t.Lon , 

HECm-Tf1CNDATI0N CN Cl~FUUAGE OF EMERGENCY 
POSITION-INDICNrING I11i.DI0 BEl' • .CONS 

THE IJflul.ITHIC SL.FETY COMIUTTEE, 

RECOGNIZING: 

(i) thnt an eDereGncy position-inclico.ting radio bcncon 
will ir.1prove safety of life at sea by creatly 
facilitating search and rescue; 

(ii) ~bnt eoergency position-indicating radio beacons 
shall conp.ly with the provisions of l~rticlo 36, 
Se~tion VIII l'~ of the Radf,o Regulations; and 

(iii) that anendnents now agreed, to Chapter IV and 
Chapter V of the Internat_;_onal Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960, will iuprovc 
the listeninc watch and the honing capabilities 
of ships on the raclio·~elephone distress f'r-equency Y 

HECOM1'-'ICNDS thot Acl.ninistrations should require 011 ships and 
vessels where appr-opr-Lat;c to be equipped with enerc;cncy position 
indicatinc:; radio beacons operati1.i.g on tho nost nppropria-'cc 
radio frequency/ies~ 

HECOI1MEND1J:I0N ON USE OF SHOTIE-B!.SED 
DIRECTION-FINDING ST/ .. TIONS 

THE MJJ1ITIIvIB SAFETY COMMITTEE ' 
RECCGNIZING that shore-based c1irectior.i.-finc1inc s ta t.Lons 

can contribute greatly to the pr onp't initiation and executu on of 
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search an~ rescue action for ships in distress et sea by tho 
deternination of their positionll 

n.ECOfv'.ITvffiEDS that, where practicable and neccasary , 
~ck1inistrations should establish shore-based direction-fincinc 
stations to take bearincs of distress signals, calls and 
nessages~ particularly those transnitted on the racliotE;lcphone 
distress frequency alone coasts1 especially in areas of hich 
traffic density. The Connit tee further r-econnends that close 
collaboration between direction-finding stations of all nations 
whose coastlines are in the area should be an essential feature 
of such a direction-findinG systeo. 
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