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11IE ASSEMBLY, 

RECOGNIZING the need to inprove safety of life at sea, 

NOTING lirticle 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter­ 
Governnenta: Maritine Consultative Or6anization, concerning 
the functions of the Assenbly ·.,ith regard to regulations 
relating to naritine safety, 

NOTING FURTHER that Lrticle IX of the Ln+cr-na't f one L 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960, provides for 
procedures of anendment Lnvo Iv tng par-t tc i.pa+Lcn of the 
Organization, 

HAVING CONSIDERED certain anendnents to the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960, forninG the 
subject of Rec onnenda't Lons adopted by the Ifari tine Safety 
Comni ttee at its twenty-second and tvrnnty-third sessions and 
directed towards iaprovenent of safety of navigatio11, 
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ADOPTS the folloui11c araendnerrt s to Chapter IV 011c1 
Chapter V of the International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1960; 

(a) addition of a new par agz-aph (h) to Regulation 2, 
Chapter IV, the text of which is at Annex I to this 
llesolution; 

(1)) replacement of negulation 7 (a) and (b), Chapter IV 
by a new text which is at l'...1rnex II to this Ites o Lut Lon r 

( c) araendraerrt of Reeulatio11 9 (a) (ii), 9 (h), 9 (k), 9 (1) 
and 9 (11), Chapt cz- IV, the text of which is at .A1111ex III 
to this Uesolution; 

(d) anendraerrt of Ree;'1.,1lntion 15(a) 7 15(d), 15(g) and 15(j), 
C'hap t e'r IV, the text of which is at Am1ex IV to this 
~tesolutio11; 

( e) Ln aer-t i.on of new D.ets-ulatio11 15 bis (1) u_: Chapter IV, 
the t ext of wh t ch is at Annex V to this Resolution; 

( f) replacener:it of He[s4t1latio11 8, Chapter V by a new 
Regulation, the text of which is at Annex VI to 
this Resolution, 

REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the Organization in 
confornity ·with .lu·ticle IX(b) (i) to cormum cat e , for purposes 
of acceptance, certified copies of this Resolution and its 
Annexes to all Contracting Governments to the Internatio11al 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960, toBether with 
copies to all :Menbers of the Organizatio11, and 

INVITES all Gove~nnents concerned to accept each of the 
aner.draerrt a at the earliest possible date. 
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ANNEX I 

AMElillMENT TO REGULJ':i.TION 2 OF CHJ!,.PTER IV 
OF THE INTER1TATI0NAL CONVENTION FOR TI-IE 

SAFBTY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1960 

TerBs and Definitions 
.... ,..--.r ·----··--- - 

1!,. new paragraph (h) is added as foJ. lows: 

(h) "Rad f.o't e Lephone auto a.Lar-n'' means an autouatic 
a Lar-n r-ec o i.v i.ng apparatus which responds to the 
radiotelephone alarm signal and has been approved. 

lJTNEX II 

AI'IENrn<IENT TO REGUIJ1.TION 7 OF CF .. .i'..:PTER IV 
OF THC HTT:CPJ'Jl~TIOHAL CONVENTION FOR THE 

SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1960 

~~tql~~~ - ~~diotele]2}1one 

Par-agr apha (a) and (b) are replaced by the f o.l.Low.tng : 

(a) Bach sh i.p which is fitted with a radiotelephone station 
in ace or-dance ,Jith Re gu La't Lon 4 of this Chapte:c aha Ll , 
for safety purposes? carry at least one radiotelephone 
operator ( who may l)e the naster 1 an of fie er or a nenbe r 
of the crew holding a certificate for radiotelephony) and 
shall, while at sea, tia i.n t.aLn c on t Lnuoua watch on the 
r-ad Lo't e Lephcne distress frequency in the place 011 boaz d 
fron which the ship is usually navigated, by use of 
a radio-'celqJhone distress frequency wa t ch receiver, 
using a loudspeaker, a filtered loudspeaker or radio­ 
telephone auto alarm. 
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(b) Each ship which Ln accordance with Hegulation 3 or 
Regulation 4 of this Chapter is fitted with a radio­ 
telegraph station shall, while at sea, maintain 
continuous wat ch on the radiotelepho11e distress fx-equency 

in a place to be determined by the Administation, by 
use of a radiotelephone distress frequency wa+ch 
receiver, us i.ng a loudspeaker, a filtered loudspeaker 
or radiotelephone auto alarn. 

A.NNEX III 

.AMENTIMENT TO REGULATION 9 OF CH.APTER IV 
OF THE INTER.lrn.TIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE 

SJJ'ETY OF LIFE AT SBA, 1960 

~~er:ula ti on 9 

Radiotele_&rcill1_1 Installations 

Sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph (a) is replaced by the 
following: 

The nain installation shall include a ~ain transmitter, 
main receiver, radiotelephone distress frequency watch 
receiver, and main source of energy. 

A new sub-paragraph (iv) to paragraph (h) is added as 
follows: 

(iv) The radiotelephone distress frequency watch receiver 
shall be p~eset to this frequency. It shall be 
provided with a filtering unit or a device to 
silence the loudspeaker if on the bridge in the 
abaenc e of a radiotelephone alarm signal. The 
device shall be capable of being easily switched 
in and out and may be used when, in the opinion 
of the master, conditions are such that tiaintenance 
of the listening watch would interfere with the 
safe navigation of the ship •. 
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A new sun--paragl.'a11h ( v) to paragraph (h) is added as 
follows~ 

(v) (1) A radiotelephone transnitter, if provided, shall 
be fi ttea. with an au t onat Lc device for ge11erating 
the radiotelephone alarn signal, so designed as 
to pr everrt ac tua t Lon by Dis take, and conplyinc 
with the requirene11ts of paragraph (e) of 
negu.lation 15 of this Chapter. The device shall 
be capable of l)eins tal:en out of operation at 
any tine in order to pernit the imnediate trans­ 
mission of a distress nessace; 

(2) arrangcnents shall be nade tc check periodically 
the proper functioning of the autonatic device 
fo:r ceneratl11g the radiotelephone a Lann sigiml 
on frequencies other thm1 the rac1iotelephone 
distress f:requency us i.ng a suitable c,rtificial 
aerial. 

Replace ex1st1:1g ~paragraph (k) by the f o Ll.owf.ng r 

(k) The reserve installation shall be provided with a 
source of e11ergy Lnd ependerrt of the propelling power of 
the ship and of the ship's electrical systen. 

Add the follo~ing sentence at the end of the existing 
paragraph (1) ~ 

The reserve so~ITcc of ener0y is required to be of a capncity 
auf'f'Lo Lerrt to ope:r:-ate sinul taneously the reserve transni tter 
and the VHF i11stallaticn, when fi ttcd, for nt least six hours 
unless a switching device is fitted to ensure alternate 
:>peratio11 only. VHF usase of the reserve source of energy 
shall be lini ted to distress, ur gency and safety c omraun Lca't Lona , 
Alternatively, a separate reserve sou.rce of ene:rc;y nay be 
provided for the VHF ir1stallatio11. 
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Rop Lac e existing sub-paragraph (iv) of par agnaph (n) by the 

following~ 

(iv) the VHF installation; 

and add in the sane paraeraph (n) the following new sub-paragraphs~ 

(v) the device for generating the radiotelephone al~rm 

signal, if provided; 

(vi) any device, prescribed by the IladJ.o Regulations, to 
pernit change-over froB transnission to reception 

and vice varso... 

l'J:-TNEX IV 

JJ·:JEJfDHENT TO IIBGUL.l\.TION 15 OF CI-11'.J?TER IV 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE 

Si\FETY OF LIFE AT SEA, l960 

RqdiotG:J..o..12l1~me Lne t.a.l.La't Lone 

Paragraph (a) is replaced by the following: 

(a) The radiotelephone installation shall incluee 
transmitting and receiv:.11g equ i.pnerrt , and appropriate 
sour~es of energy (referred to in the followine 
paragraphs as the transnittei·, the receiver, the 
radiotelepho11e distress frequency watch receiver, 
and the source of energy respectively). 

Paragraph (d) is replaced. by the following~ 

(d) The transnitter shall be fitted with a device for 
generatinc the radiotelephone a Lar-m sig:1al by aut.onat Lc 
nearis so desit1.1ed as to pr evcrrt ac tuat Lon by tri e t.ake , 
The device shall be cG.pable of beiDG taken out of 
oper-a t i.on at any tine in order to pcrtit t the Lrnned Lat e 
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transmission of a distress message. Arrangements 
shall.be made to check periodically the proper 
functioning of the device on frequencies other than 
the radiotelephone distress frequency using a 

suitable artificial aerial. 

Paragraph (g) is replaced by the following: 

(g) The radiotelephone distress frequency watch receiver 
shall be preset to this frequency. It shall be 
provided with a filtering unit or a device to silence 
the'loudspeaker in the absence of a radiotelephone 
alarm signal. The device shall be capable of being 
easily switched in and out and may be used when, in the 
opinion of the master, conditions are such that 
maintenance of the listening watch would interfere 
with the safe .navigation of the ship. 

In paragraph (j), delete the word "and" at the end of 

sub-paragraph -(ii). 

Add the following new sub-paragraph (iv): 

(iv) the VHF installation.· 

ANNEX V 

INSERTION ·oF NEW REGULATION 15 bis(l) IN 
CHAPTER IV OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

FOR .THE SAFETY OF LIFE _AT SEA, 1960 

Insert new Regulation 15 bis(l): 

Regulation 15 bis(l) 

Radiotelephone Auto.Alarms 

(a) The radiotelephone auto alarm shall comply with the 

following minimum requireillents: 

(i) the frequencies of maximum response of the tuned 
circuits, and other tone selecting devices, shall 
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1JG su:jjcct to a tole-ra:nce of .:!: 1~ 5 per cent in oacn 
instance; and the response shall not fall below 
50 per cent of the naxfnun response for. frequencies 
Hi thin 3 per c ent of the frequency of naxrnun response; 

(ii) in the absence of noiso and interference, the 
aut ona+Lc rccoiviric equf.pnent shall b,8 capable of 
operating fr-on the a Larm sic11ul in n, pe::-:Lod of not 
lees than four and not 001"e +uan 'Jix seconds; 

I • • i ) \ll~ the autonutic reccivin3 equipnent shall respond to the 
alc.rn si.;:no.1, under: conditions of interni ttant 
in-terf er enco caused by atnospher.:.cs and powerfi1l 
si.CJK!.ls other t.han the a tarri si0nal, preferably without 
ony nanuo.l ndjustoent being required curine o.ny period 
of watch r..1aint2,ined by the equipnent; 

(iv) tlie autonntic reccivine equipne:ot shall not be actuated 
by a tricapher-Lcu or 1)y strong signals other bhan the 
a Lann si.(;cml; 

( v) the aut onat.Lc recei Ying equf.pnen t shall 1)e effective 
beyond the range at whf.ch speech transoission is 
satisfactory; 

(vi) the autonzrt Lc receivin.r~ equipoent shall be capable 
of wi thsta:rlding vibration, hunidj_ty, chances of 
tonpero.tu-r.e and verin.tio11s in 11owe'.l: supply voltage 
equivalent to the severe conditions experienced on 
board ahip:J at sea, and shall con+Lnue to o-pernte 
under such condc.t t ons ; 

(vii) the aut onat.Io r ece tvfng equa.pnerre should, ae far 
as practic~bl~, Give wnrninc of faults that would 
prevent the n~parat~r. froc perfornine its norna.l 
functions du.rinc watch hours. 
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(b) Before a new type of radiotelephone auto alarD is approved, 
the .Administration concerned shall be satisfied by practical 
tests? made under operating conditions equivalent to those 
ob t a.i.ned i:n practice) that the appaxa'tue complies with 

paragraph (a) of this negulation. 

!JTNE~~ VI 

NE1:T REGULATION 8, CH.!LPTER V OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE 

SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1960 

,9hapte_i: V 

Delete existing I1eGl,:.lntion 8 and replace by tl1e following~ 

(a) The practice of following, particularly in converging nreas, 
routes adopted for the purpose of separation of traffic including 
avoidance of passage through a:reas designated as areas to be 

avo1ded by ships ox certain classes of ships, or for the purpose 
of avoiding unsafe conditions, has contributed to the safety of 
navigation and is reconnended for use by all ships concernedo 

(b) The Organization is recognized as the only international 
body for establishirg and adopting neasures on an international 
level ccncerning routeing and areas to be avoided by ships or 
certain classes of ships. It will collate and disseninate to 
Co11tracti21g Gover1111ents all relevent infornation. 

(c) The selection of the routes and the initiation of action 
vri tb recard to then~ and the deli:aeo.tion of what cons t i tut es 
conv er-g i.ng areas, will l)e pr.ina~ily the responai1Jilj_ty of 
the Governnents ooncerned, In the tlevelopnent of routeing 

RESOLUTION A.205(VII)  adopted on 12 October 1971 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1960 



- 10 - 

A_VII/Res.205 

achenes which inpj_nge upon international waters, or such other 
schenes they nay wish adopted by the Organization, they will give 
due consideration to relevm1t Lnf'or-na't Lon published by the 

Organization. 

(d) Contracting Governnents will use their influence to secure 
the appropriate use of adopted routes and will do everything in 
their power to ensure adhez-encc to the neasures adopted by the 
Oreanization in connexio11 with routeing of ships. 

( e) 11here the Organization has adopted traffic separ-a t Lon 
schenes wh.ich specify one-way traffic lanes, ships usines these 
lanes shall proceed in the specified direction of traffic flow. 
Ships crossing the lanes shall do so as fax- as practicable at 
right ai1gJ.es. 

(f) Contracting Gover11ne:.1ts will also induce all ships 
pnoc eed Lng on voyages in the vicinity of the Grand Banks of 
Newf'ound Land to avoid, as far as practicable, the fishinc banks 
of Newfoundland north of latitude 43°N and to pass outside 
regions known or believed to b9 endangered by ice. 
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