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Article IX

Amendment

(a) The present Convention may be amended by any of the procedures specified
in the following paragraphs.

(b) Amendments after consideration in the Organization:

(1)

(11)

(1i1)

(1v)

any amendment proposed by a Contracting Governtent shall be
submitted to the Organization and circulated by it to all Members
of the Organization and all Contracting Governments at least six

months prior to ite consideration;

any amendment proposed and circulated as nbove shall be referred
to the Maritine Safety Committes of the Organization for consideration;

Contracting Governments, whether or not Members of the Organization,
shall be entitled to participate in the pi’ooeedings of ‘the Maritinme
Safety Cormittee for the consideration and adoption of smendments as
specified in this Article;

amendments shall be adopted by a two~-thirds majority of the
Contracting Governments present and voting in the Maritime Safety
Cormittee enlarged as provided for in sub-paragraph (iii) of this
paragraph provided that ot least one=third of the Contracting
Governmente shall be present at the time of voting;
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(v)

(vi)

#1f adopted in accordance with sub-paragraph (iv) of this paragraph,
amendments shall be comrunicated by the Organization** to all
Contracting Governments for acceptances

an amendment shall be deemed to have been accepted in' . the following

clroungtoncess

(1) on omendment to an Artiole of the Convention or to Chapter I of

(2)

the Amnex to the Convention shall be deemed to have been acospted
on the date on which it is accepted by two-thirds of the
Contracting Governmentsy

an amendrient to the Amnex to the Convention other than Chapter I
[of the Annex] shall be deecmed to have been accepted;

(ra) at the end of two years from the date on which it is
notified to Contracting Governments for aocceptance; or

(bb) if so determined at the time of its adoption by a two=-thirds
naojority of the Contracting Governpents present and voting
in the Maritime Safety Committee enlarged as provided in
sub-paragraph (iii) of this paragraph, at the end of a
different period which shall not be less thon one year,

If within the specified period, more than one-third of Contracting
Governnents, or Contracting Governments the cormbined merchant
fleets of which oconstitute not less than fifty per cent of the
gross tonnoge of the world's nerchant fleet, whichever condition
is fulfilled, notify the Organization that they object to the
anendment, it shall be deemed not to have been accepted;

*

It was suggested that the Drafting Committee should congider the possibility
of combining sub-paragraphs (iv) and {(v).

The Drafting Committee is invited to consider whether various communications
required by the Convention should be nade by "the Organization" or "the
Secretary-General of the Organization".



-3 SOLAS/CONF/C.1/%

(3) any Gontracting Governnont nay, before the dato et for the entry
ato fores of i enondnent Coenmed to hove boen acceptod oo opocified
in pub-paregroph (vi)(2) of this paragreph, give notice ¢ the
Orpganigation that it exenpts iteclf fron giving effect to the
anendnent for a period not exceeding one year fron the dato of
the entry into foroe of that amendnont, unless a two~thirde
najority of the Contracting Govornnente present and voting in the
Maritine Safoty Conndtteo onlarged as provided for in sub~paragraph
(1i1) of this paragraph ot the tine of the adoption of the
anendnent decides thot a longer period nay be authorized.

(vii) (1) in tho ocase of an onendnent to an Article of the Convention or to
Chapter I of the Ammnex to the Convention the anendment shall enter
into force six nonths after the date of ito acoceptance as specified
in sub-parsgraph (vi)(1) of this paregraph with reopeot to the
Controcting Governnents which have accepted it, and shall enter
into force with respact to enoh Contracting Govermnent which
accepte it after tho date on which it is decned to have been
accepted under sub~paragraph (vi)(1l) of this paragroph, eix nonths
aftor ito acceptance by that Govemmenté

(2) in tho cose of an anendnent to the Armex to the Convention other
than Chapter I [of the Lmnex to the Convention] the ancndnent
shall enter into force six nonths aftor ite acceptance for all
the Contracting Govermnents with the exception of those which,
before the date of ite entry into force, hove made e declaration
thot they object to it ox have notified the Orgonizetion thot they
oxerpt thenselves fron giving offect to the anendnent for a period
opocified in oub~paragraph (vi)(3) of this poragraph,

(¢) Ancndment by a Conferences;
(1) Upon the request of o Contracting Govornment concurxred in by at least one~

third of the Contxaoting Govermnente, the Organization shall convene o
Conference of Contracting Governnents to congidor anendmentes ito tho progoent

Convention.
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(i1) Evexy ononduent adopted by such a Conference by a two~thinis najority
of the Contracting Govermrients present and voting shall be corrmnicataed
by the Orgonizotion to all Contracting Govermnments for thelr acceptance,

(i11) Unless the Conferonce decides othorwise, tho anendnent shall be doeried
to have been aocepted and enter into force in accordance with tho
provedures specified for that purpose in sub-paragraphs (b)(vi) and
(vii) of this Article, provided that roferences in these poaragraphs to
the Moritine Sofety Connittee shall be token to nean references to the

Confercnoe.

(a) (i) A Controcting Government which has accepted an anendnment to the Annex
which hag entered into foroce shall not be obliged to extend the benefit
of the Convention in respect of the certificates rolating to nattors
ocovered by the anendnont to ships entitled to- fly the flag of a State
[the Governnent of which is a Contracting Governnont] which has made
o declaration wnder sub=peragraph (b)(vii)(2) of this Article that it
objocts to the anendnent.

(1i) A Controcting Govornnent which has acoepted an anendnent to the Annex
vhich has entered into foroe nmay extend the benefit of the Conventlon
in respeeot of the certificates relating to mattors covered by the
auendnent to ships entitled to fly the flag of a State [the Govermnent
of which is a Contracting Government] which has notified the Organization
under sub~paracraph (L)(vi)(3) of this Artiocle and has not given effect
to the anendnont for the poriod specificd in that ~ub=~poaragraph.

{e) TUnless expressly provided othorwise, eny anendnent to the present Convention
nade undexr this Lrtiocleo, which relates to the structure of a ship, shall
apply only to ships the keel of whioh is laid or which ie at & sinilox stoge
of construction, on or after the date on which tho anondnent entors into force.

(f) The Organization shall inforn all Contracting Govermnents of any anchdnonts
which enter into force under this Lrtiole, topether with the date on which
each ouch anendnent entors into foroe.

(c) Any declaration of zccoptance of or objection to on anendrient or any

notification under this Article chall be made in writing to the Organization.,
The latter shall bring such notification and the date of its zee ipt to the

notice of the Contracting Governnonts.
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ARTICLE X
Signature, Ratification, Acceptance, Approval and Accespion

(a) The present Convention shall renain open for signature at the Hoadquortors

of the Organization [for one nonth fron thio dey's date] and chall thereafter

ronain open for accession, Govormnents of Statos nay becone Parties to the

present Convention by:
(1) signaturc without reservation as to ratification, accopteonce or approval;

or
(i1) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed by
ratifiontion, acceptance or approval; or

(1i1) ocoession,

(b) Ratificotion, acceptance, approval or accession shall be offeoted by the
doposit of an instrunent to that effoot with [the Seorctary~Genoral of] the

Orpanization.

(¢) [tho Secrotary-General.of] the Orgonization shall inforn all States which
have signed the present Convention or acceded to it of any signature oxr of the
deposit of any new inpitrunent of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

and the date of ite deposit.



