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Article IX 

Amendment 

(a) The present Convention may be amended by eny- ot the procedures specified 

in the following pa.:ragraphe. 

(b) Amendments after oonsideration in the Organieation: 

(i) any amendment proposed by a. Contracting Goverm\len't: shall be 

submitted to the Organization and circulated by it to all Members 

ot the Organization nnd all Contracting Governments at least six 
months prior to its consideration; 

(ii) any omend.t:lent proposed and oiroulated as above shall be referred 

to the Maritime Safety ColllJ!littee ot the Organization for ooneideration; 

(iii) Contracting GoveI'lll!lente, whether or not Members of the Organization, 

shall be entitled to participate in the proceedings of the Maritime 

Safety Conmittee for the consideration and adoption of amendments as 

specified in this Artiole; 

(iv) amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the 

Contracting GoveI'lll!lents present and voting in the Maritime Safety 

Cocmittee enlarged as provided for in sub-pa.r~gro.ph (iii) of this 

paragraph provided that at least one-third of the Contracting 

Gover.nmants ehnll be present at the time of voting; 
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( v) ➔:·if adopted in aooordanoe with sub-pa.ra.gro.ph (iv) of this po.:r.•a.gra.ph, 

ooendr:lents shall be oomunioated by the OrganizationH to all 

Contracting Gover.nments for aoooptanoe1 

(vi) o.n amendment shall be deemed to ha.ve been o.ooepted in', the following 

oiroumstonoaat 

(1) an o.m.endraent to an Artiole ot the Convention or to Chapter I of 

the .fumax to the Convention shall be deened to have been acoepted 

on the date on whioh it is accepted by two-thirds of the 

Contracting Goverru:::ients1 

(2) an amendclent to the Annex to the Convention other than Chapter I 

[ot the .dnnex) sha.11 be deaned to have been aooepted; 

(oo) at the end of two yea.rs froo the date on whi~h it is 

notified to Contraoting Gover.nmenta for aooeptanoe; or 

(bb) if so determined at the tice of its adoption by a. two-thirds 

cn.jority of the Contracting Governoents present and voting 

in the ~.taritine $Qfety CotlClittee enlarged as provided in 

sub-para.graph (iii) of this para.graph, o.t the end of a. 

different period whioh sha.11 not be less than one year. 

If within the specified period, aore than one-third of Contra.oting 

Governoents, or Contracting Governments the oonbined oeroho.nt 

fleets of which oonstitute not less than fifty per oent of the 

gross tonnage of the world's nerohant fleet, whichever condition 

is :f'ulfilled, notify the Organization tha.t they object to the 

ooendoent, it sh~ll be deeoed not to have been aooepted; 

* It was suggested tha.t the Drafting Cotll!littee should consider the possibility 
of oot:1bining 'sub-paragraphs (iv) and ( v) • 

,\~➔~ The Drafting Comi ttee is invited to consider whether various oonounioo.tions 
required by the Convention should be co.de by "the Orga.nizntion° or "the 
Seoreta.ry-General of the Organization". 
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c,) £1..ny Contro.ctine Gover.noont nay, before tha da.to DGt tor the entry 
i:.1to £c,rco of ,..11 cr:011,:TJ011.t c'.oono<l to hc.vo boen nooevtod o.o opooi.fied 

in aub-parecrra.pll (vi)(2) of this pa.ra{}'.t'o.ph, B1ve notioG to t,he 

Ora£llliza.tion thnt it oxeopta iteolf .froo (livina effect to the 

onendtlent for a period not exooedinG one year i'roo the do.to of 
the entry into :toroe ot that 00011doont, unless a two-third.a 

na.jority ot the Contraotin6 Govori10011ta present and votine' in the 

Mari tir.1e Bo.f oty Conni tteo onla.raod o.s provided £or in sub-po.racrro.ph 
(iii) 0£ this pa.ro.(sraph o.t the tiuo of tho adoption of tho 

aoendoont _decides tho. t . n loncrer period r.:iey be nuthorizod. 

in the oaee of an aoendoent to M Article of the Convention or to 
Chapter I of the Annex to the Convention the · o.nendoont sl-.1£1.ll enter 

into foroe aix nontha after the date of ito aooeptonoo o.s specified 
in sub-pa.roeraph (vi)(l) of this paroera.ph with reopeot to the 

Contraotina Governnento whioh ho.ve aooepted it, ond sha.11 enter 
into force with respect to ao.oh Contraotine' Governoont whioh 

acoopta it after tho date on which it is deeoed to ho.ve been 
acoopted under sub-po.racraph (vi)(l) of this pa.ro,cro.ph, six oonths 
a..f'tar ito aooeptanoe by tho.t Govarnnent; 

(2) in tho 0000 0£ an aoondoont to the 1.nnGX to the Convention other 

than Cha.pter I [of the /amex to the OonvontionJ the o.ocndoent 

shall enter into force six oonths a.ftor its a.ccoptm:i.oe £or all 

the Contractin5 Gover.nnGnts with the exception of those which, 

before tho do.to of ito entry into force, ho.vo oodo c. declaration 

tlmt thoy object to it 01· ho.va notified the Or(r.ll'lizc.tion tho.t they 

oxeopt thenaolves fro□ (3'ivincr effoot to the aoenc1nont for a. period 

o:pocif'iod in cub-pa.rasra.J?h (vi)(.3) of this pc.ro.cro.ph. 

(o) .llnonc1rlent by a Conference: 

(i) Upon tho requeot of o. Contraotin(r Govornoent concurred in by at loo.st one­

third of tho Contro.otin,3 Govornoonte, the Or.cranizo.tion ahall oonvone a. 

Conf erenoe of Contro.otfna' Governoents to considor aoondnento to the pro.aan·t 
Convention. 
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(ii) Evt1r., noancb:lent adoptecl by suoh a Con.f'oronoe by o. two-thirds mjority 
of tho CantmctinG Govornnants prosont o.nd votill{s eho.ll bo ooru:::nmica.tod 
by the Orannizo.tion to nll Contra.otina Gover.noents tor thoir aooepta.noo. 

(iii) Unless the Contoronoo decides o~omse, the aoandoent Dha.ll be doorJed 
to have been o.ooeptod o.nd entor into. force in aooordo.noe with tho 
procedures apeoified for that purpose in su'b-po.raarapha (b){vi) £llld 

(vii) of this Artiole, provided that roferenoea in these po.ra.gro.pha to 
tho Mo.ritine Safety Cowittee ebnll be taken to neo.n re:f'oroncos to the 
Oon.f'eronoo. 

(d) (i) A Contracting Gover.no.ant whioh has accepted an aoondnent to the .Annex 
which hns entered into force sho.ll not be obliaed to extend the bonofit 
of tho Convention in ronpaot of the oortifioo.toa rola.tincr to oottors 
covered by the o.oendnont to ships entitled to·flY tho £lo.a of a. State 
[ the Governoent of which ie a. Oontraotina' Governnont J which hna no.de 
a deolarntian wc1e:r sub•parflC1'o.ph (b)(vii)(2) of this Article that it 
objocts to the noenclnent. 

(ii) A Contraotine' Govor.noent wllich hao aoooptod an ooendnent to the .lwnex 
which ho.a entororl into toroe DD.Y extond the bono:Ci t of tho Oonvontion 
in respect of t11e oertifioatos relo.tin/J to oottors covered by tho 
ooendno:nt to ehips entitled to fly tho flua of a State [the Govor.noont 
of which ia a Contraotina' GovernoentJ which ho.a notified the Organization 
under sub~po.racrnph (b)(vi)(;) of thio Artiole Md has not (iiven effeot 
to the onendr.1ont for t,he poriod speoifiad in toot ~,;i,b-po.raaro,pb, 

(e) Unless o:xpressly provided othorwiee, any aoendoent to the T)resent Oonvo.ntion 
mde une.er this 1.rtiolo, which relates to the structure of a Elhip, sbo.ll 

a.pply only to ships the keel of whioh is laid or which ia at a ainilo.r o-roae 
of oonotruotion, on or a.ttor tho dnto on which tho ooondnent ontora into foroe. 

(f) The Oraonization shall in.fom all Contractincr Gover:nnonts of aey ooendnonts 
whioh enter into force wder this .t.rtiole, toaather with the date on which 

each ouoh ooandoent ontors into foroa. 

, (a) Any- doolo.ration of e.ooeptanoe of or objection to an noonc'loent· or ony­

notifioation undor thia Artiole ohall be cads in writina' to the Oreonization. 
The latter oho.ll brina ouch notifioa:tion o.nd the do.te of its :::.'EJO 1ipt to the 
notice ot the Contraotine- Gover.no.onto. 
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.ARTICLE X 
Si(;TlD,tul.-o, I'Ulti£ioation, l ... ooeptanoe, il.,Pproval Md Aoooscion 

(a) The l)reaent Convention sha.11 rooain opon for sicnature at the Hoo.dquo..rtors 

ot the Organization [for one oonth froo thio dll.y'o do.ta] and ahell thereafter. 
reoa.in open for aooeosion, Gover.nnents of St~tos r.1£l¥ beoone Parties to tho 

present Convention by: 

(i) aiB110,tul.-o without reservation as to rati£ioa.tion, uoooptanoo or approval; 

or 

(ii) aien,atu:t-e subjaot to ratification, aooeptonoe or approval, followed by 

ratifioation, aooeptanoe or approval; or 

(iii) aooession, 

(b) Ilo.tifioo.tion, acoeptanoe, approval or aooossion shall bo effeotod by the 
deposit of an inatruoont to that effoot with [tho Soorotary-Genoral of] the 

Oraaru-zo.tion. 

(o) (tho Sooreta.r,y-Goneral~of] tho Orao,nization shall infom o.l.l States w.hioh 
have aie;nod the present Convention or aooedod to it 0£ ony sicnaturo or of the 
deposit of any- new inotruoent of rntification, aooeptanoe, approval or aoooaaion 
and the date of its deposit. 


