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INTRODUCTION

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) or its Secretary-General acts as depositary for a
number of multilateral international instruments. In discharging these depositary responsibilities,
the Secretary-General notifies the Governments concerned of signatures or the deposit of
formal instruments in respect of the various international acts, of the entry into force of these
acts, and of the receipt of other notifications and declarations in relation to them.

This document contains a compilation of the above data on the instruments in relation to which
IMO discharges the above-mentioned responsibilities. Information is given of the status of each
instrument and the relation of various Governments to it. In the case of each treaty instrument
the document reproduces those final clauses which have a direct bearing on the information
furnished.

In respect of a number of instruments, actions taken in the name of China prior to 23 May 1972
have not been recorded in this document, in view of the decision taken by the Council in its
resolution C.53(XXVIII) of 23 May 1972.

This document is for information only and is not intended to replace in any way the official
communications which the Secretary-General is required to make under the provisions of the
conventions or their related international acts.

Information relating to the London Convention (LC 1972) is also herewith included. IMO
performs secretariat duties in relation to the Convention and depositary functions in respect of
amendments to the Convention. The depositary functions of the parent Convention are
assigned to the Governments of Mexico, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. Accordingly, information
reproduced here is based on information received from the depositary Governments to which
requests for authoritative information of depositary character should be addressed.

This document also contains information relating to the International COSPAS-SARSAT

Programme Agreement, for which IMO is joint depositary with ICAO. Accordingly, information
reproduced here is based on information received from the second depositary.
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(66) 2014 (ANNEX I - MANDATORY CARRIAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR A STABILITY INSTRUMENT) AMENDMENTS
(MEPC.248(66)) 165
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(68) 2014 (IBC CoDpE) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.250(66)) 166
(69) 2014 (ANNEX I, REGULATION 43) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.256(67)) 166
(70) 2014 (ANNEX III, APPENDIX ON CRITERIA FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF HARMFUL SUBSTANCES IN
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(71) 2015 (ANNEXES L, I, IV AND V TO MAKE USE OF ENVIRONMENT-RELATED PROVISIONS OF THE POLAR CODE
MANDATORY)) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.265(68)) 167
(72) 2015 (ANNEX I - REGULATION 12) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.266(68)) 167
(73) 2016 (ANNEX II - APPENDIX I) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.270(69)) 168
(74) 2016 (ANNEX IV — REGULATIONS 1 AND 11) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.274(69)) 168
(75) 2016 (ANNEX I — APPENDIX IT) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.276(70)) 168
(76) 2016 (ANNEX V) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.277(70)) 169
(77) 2018 (IBC CoDE) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.302(72)) 169
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(82) 2019 (IBC CODE)) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.318(74) 171
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(2) 2008 (ANNEX VI) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.176(58)) 176
(3) 2008 (NOX TECHNICAL CODE) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.177(58)) 176
(4) 2010 AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX (MEPC.190(60)) 177
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(6) 2011 (DESIGNATION OF THE UNITED STATES CARIBBEAN SEA EMISSION CONTROL AREA AND EXEMPTION OF
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CARIBBEAN SEA EMISSION CONTROL AREA) AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX (MEPC.202(62))...ccccceeteesnerccsensrcsoes 177
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UNDER THE NOX TECHNICALCODE 2008) (MEPC.217(63))

2014 (TO MAKE THE USE OF THE III CODE MANDATORY) AMENDMENTS (MEPC.247(66))
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(MEPC.258(67))

(15) 2017 (ANNEX VI— DESIGNATION OF THE BALTIC SEA AND THE NORTH SEA EMISSION CONTROL AREAS FOR
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(8) 1996 AMENAMENTS (FAL.S5(24)) ...veeiteiiiteit stttk b bbbt bkt b et b et e bbb e bt b
(9) 1999 AMENAMENTS (FAL.B(27)) .vtriiteuiieeierieieriee ettt sttt ettt ettt b ettt seebe st st ese st et e et e ntebe s e sbene st ebe e abe st ebereneene
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2008 (ANNEX B) AMENDMENTS (MSC.270(85))
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PROTOCOL OF 1990 TO AMEND THE ATHENS CONVENTION RELATING TO THE CARRIAGE
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974,
AS AMENDED (SOLAS 1974)

Done at London, 1 November 1974
Entry into force: 25 May 1980

Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession
Avrticle IX
€)] The present Convention shall remain open for signature at the Headquarters of the Organization from

1 November 1974 until 1 July 1975 and shall thereafter remain open for accession. States may become parties to the
present Convention by:

(i) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(i) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed by ratification, acceptance or
approval; or

(iii) accession.
(b) Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument to that effect
with the Secretary-General of the Organization.

Entry into force

Article X

€)] The present Convention shall enter into force twelve months after the date on which not less than twenty-five
States, the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world’s
merchant shipping, have become parties to it in accordance with article 1X.

(b) Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession deposited after the date on which the present
Convention enters into force shall take effect three months after the date of deposit.

Amendments
Article VIII
€)] The present Convention may be amended by either of the procedures specified in the following paragraphs.
(b) Amendments after consideration within the Organization:
0] Any amendment proposed by a Contracting Government shall be submitted to the Secretary-General
of the Organization, who shall then circulate it to all Members of the Organization and all
Contracting Governments at least six months prior to its consideration.
(i) Any amendment proposed and circulated as above shall be referred to the Maritime Safety

Committee of the Organization for consideration.

(iii) Contracting Governments of States, whether or not Members of the Organization, shall be entitled
to participate in the proceedings of the Maritime Safety Committee for the consideration and
adoption of amendments.

(iv) Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Contracting Governments present and
voting in the Maritime Safety Committee expanded as provided for in subparagraph (iii) of this
paragraph (hereinafter referred to as “the expanded Maritime Safety Committee) on condition that
at least one-third of the Contracting Governments shall be present at the time of voting.

(V) Amendments adopted in accordance with subparagraph (iv) of this paragraph shall be communicated
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(vi)(1)..
(2)

(Vii)(1)...
2)

by the Secretary-General of the Organization to all Contracting Governments for acceptance.

An amendment to the Annex other than chapter | shall be deemed to have been accepted:

(aa) at the end of two years from the date on which it is communicated to Contracting
Governments for acceptance; or

(bb) at the end of a different period, which shall not be less than one year, if so determined at
the time of its adoption by a two-thirds majority of the Contracting Governments present
and voting in the expanded Maritime Safety Committee.

However, if within the specified period either more than one-third of Contracting Governments, or
Contracting Governments the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than fifty per
cent of the gross tonnage of the world’s merchant fleet, notify the Secretary-General of the
Organization that they object to the amendment, it shall be deemed not to have been accepted.

An amendment to the Annex other than chapter | shall enter into force with respect to all Contracting
Governments, except those which have objected to the amendment under subparagraph (vi)(2) of
this paragraph and which have not withdrawn such objections, six months after the date o